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the Opposition; and if we were not in
Opposition and they were, we should
perhaps put the matter to rights. Then
again, it is felt pretty strongly on this
side of the House that the prosecutions
during the timber trouble were largely
influenced by the Government. And
when tbat is rightly or wrongly our belief,
how is it possible for us to work hand-in-
hand with Ministers ? So many little
things of this sort crop up during recess,
that it is not easy for us to amalga-
muate. It is very easy for some
public men to advocate that course,
very easy for some organisations,
because, fortunately or unfortunately,
they are of very small dimensions, like
the organisation of the gentleman I have
mentioned, who combines the functions
of leader, whip, premier and secretary.
His is not now an important party, or
one that is felt in Australia. It would
not do for the Opposition to agree alto-
gether with the 4overnment; because
the Opposition have for several months
been trying to get Parliament to meet to
do somec business, and at the same time
the business of the Ministerialists has
been to dodge Parliament. I wonder
'whether it would be possible to keep
Parliament from meeting until the end
of the year, or a few days earlier. Wa
the idea to shorten the session, thinking
it would extend till the end of December
no matter when we met ? The Whip
(Mfr. Gordon) says " my word !" and I
expect he knows. He is in the confi-
dence of the Government, and ought to
know. We believe there should possibly
be a longer session, not longer sittings
but a longer session; and we believe
that if Parliament could have met earlier,
some proposed works couild have been
sooner put in hand. Therefore we do
not wish to see tine wasted after Parlia-
ment opens. And while we admit that
any remarks on the Address-in- Reply are
not a waste of time, we believe that if
Parliament had met earlier the time
given to the Address-in-Rleply would now
have elapsed, and more good would have
resulted from that than from the visit of
our representatives to Queensland. I
have occupied more time than I originally
intended; and if there are htems to which
I have not referred, I1 shall1 have ample
opportunity to do so in future, so I will

reserve nmy retuarks, with the promise
that I have made to refer to the dock.

On motion by Mr. Gordon, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at nine minutes

past 10 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Prrmier: 1, By-laws of the

.Municipalities of Coolgardie and Ieeder-
yulle; 2, Agricultural Land Purchase Act
-Regulations; 3, Cemeteries Act-By-
lawvs and Balance sheets of various
Boards; 4, Land Act-Timber, Guano,
and other Regulations.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. Hfolman as to Mr. 11. Brown.
Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): I desire

to make an explanation with regard to
a certain statemcnt I made in the House
last Thursday when I referred to the
member for Perth as heing the secretary
of a gas company. He has informed mae
that he has never held that position, and
I withdraw the statement. The remarks
I made were as follow :-"He is the paid
secretary for any position he can get,
and those positions range from secre-
tary of a huilding society, secretary of
a cricket association, and secretary of a
gas company or a roads hoard." As the
member for Perth informs me that he
has not held the position of secretary of
a gas company and says he has never
done so, I wish this part of my speech
to be deleted.

PRIViLEGE-PRESS REPORTS.
Urgency Motion as to Contempt.'

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): I desire
to rise on a question of privilege. I am
sorry indeed that I have to do so, but
I think it is incumbent on members of
the Assembly when they have reason to
call on this House for protection, to
adopt the only course that can be fol-
lowed, and that is to bring the matter
before the House. I intend to move
uinder Standing Order 139, which reads
as follows

"Anmy member complaining to the
House of a statement in a newspaper
as a breach of privilege, shall produce
a copy of the paper containing the
statement in question, and he prepared
to give the name of the printer or pub-
lisher, and also submit a substantive
motion declaring the person in ques-
tion to have been guilty of contempt."

I will show the House exactly what it is
I complain of, and I will read certain
extracts from newspapers to which I take-
strong exception. The references I com-
plain of refer to the remarks I made in
the House on Thursday last, and I am
sure that those miembers who heard me-
speak will bear me out in the explanation.
I have to give with regard to the matter.
What I desire to take exception to is the-
report which appeared in the Morning
Herald of Friday. July 12th, and wvhich
deals with that portion of my speech in
which reference is made to the JLudges of
the Supreme Court. The report in the
Morning Herald is as folpws:

*"The Speaker called the hon. member
to order, and said lie must not reflect
on the character of the Judges.

"Mr. Hohman: I ann not reflecting
against the Judges.

"Mr. Foulkes: Then whom?
"Mr. Holman: I am referring to

the miagistrates

"The Speaker said it was necessary
that he should draw the attentioa of
the House to some reference that had,
been made to the fact that he had pre-
viously acted too generously towards
the hon, memihqr. Ha ventured to
differ front that view. He gave the
hon. member every latitude, but he did
not think he had exceeded it, although
he had at times sailed pretty close to
the wind. He quoted from May to
show that Judges of the Supreme Court
wvere among those against whom reflec-
tions could not he cast. He mentioned
that, and hoped that the hon. member
would not exceed the privilege he pos-
sessed."

During mny speech, and in fact in any
speech that I have delivered in this Cham-
ber, I never for one moment reflected
upon the character of any Judges. I re-
cognise the position they ho)ld, and in my
opinion the position of Judges should he
sacred seeing that they are standing be-
tween the rights of the people and the
Throne itself. They are there for our
protection, and if we criticise them- we
criticise the bulwarks of the nation. I
also desire to take exception to a report
which appeared in the Coolgardie Miner
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of the same (late, and which states as fol-
lows:-

"Speaking on the Address-in-Reply,
Mr. Holman, referring to the timber
industry, adveniely criticised the
Judg~es, and] was rebuked by the
Speaker, who read an extract fronm
3amy to show that a Judge was amongst
those against whom no0 reflection
enni be made.

I will leave it to you, Mr. Speaker, or
any nther member whether I for a
moment criticised or made a remark of
any kind ,against any of our Judges. In
the "Personal" columin of to-day's Morn-
ing Herald there is a paragraph which to
the mind of the writer may seeni a sort
of withdrawal of the Heraold's remarks;
but in) my opinion it only makes those
remarks much worse. The paragraph
is as follows :

"During the debate in the Assembly
on Thursday evening, the Speaker
took occasion to warn the member for
the Murchison that he must not re-
fleet on the Judges. Mr. Holman
prIotested that hie was not reflecting on]
the Judges .and the Speaker replied
that it had been intimated to him that
hie has previously acted too generously
(4, 'one hon. member' in this connection.
By a typographical error this appear-
ed in thie Herald parliamentary reports
as 'the hon. memuber.' The Speaker
was evidently referring not to Mr.1
Holman but to the member for Miount
Mlanet (11r. Troy), whose remarks on
the previous day he criticised. as ' sail-
ing pretty close to the wind,' thongh
not in his opinion exceeding allowable
latitude."

I take it upon me to say that you, sir,
during the remarks you made, did not
refer at all to me a.s a member. Your
remarks referred to the whole of the
members of this Chamber, and not to any
one individual - and I think that here we
have a gross breach of privilege and
contemlpt of the members of this House,
when any newspaper singles out one
member for criticism -which is not de-
served. I may say, speaking of the
same reports, that last year, on more
than one occasion, in both newspapers, I
have mentioned, I was criticised most

unfairly and in a great many casesun
truthfully ; and I shall not stand that
any longer. So long as I am) a member
of this Chamber and so long, as I abide
by the Standing Orders, I claim the pro-
tection of this House iii respect of any
remarks I mjay make here, knowing that
at any time, it any member considers lie
has been created 1iffairlr or unjustly.
or has been acecused of some offence oif
which he is not guilty, hie will receive the
undivided support of every member of
the Chamber. As to our Judges I say
again that never in this Chambner or out
of it have I criticised any of them ; for
I maintain that the Position they bold
should be above criticism. If I had any-
thing against any Judge of this State I
should bring the matter before the House
and deal with it in the only proper man-
ner, I may say that some reporters,
either intentionally or because they do
not know their business, seem to take a
delight in trying to misreport somne
miembers of this Chamber ; and although
of the majority of reporters I do
not complain, yet on several occasions,
by certain individuals, we find we are
treated most unfairly. If I were to
single out some of the reporters who
have reported in this House in the past,
anid were to quote some of the remarks
they have made during their rounds of
the various departmental offices, mem-
hers might think, I was saying something
not exactly correct. But I have known
some reporters who have reported in this
House and who, when dealing with cer-
tamn Ministers of the Crown, have stated
that they could always get a whisky and
a cigar from some of those Ministers,
which they could not get from any' of
the Labouir members. This goes to
show that even among the reporters we
have mien who are not worthy of the
positions they hold ; buit I am pleased
to say that the majority of the reporters,
like the majority of other workers. try
to fulfil the trust placed in their hands.
I have taken this step so as to bring the
matter at the earliest possible moment
before the House. I do not think I
made any improper reark during the
speech in question, except one remark
made in the heat of the momet, in
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reference to the member for rerth (Mr.
Brown). That was the Only time when
I went farther than I should have gone;
and at the earliest possible moment I
took immediate steps to rectify that
error. Personally I do not object to
any criticismi so long as it is fair ; but
I maintain that the newspaper state-
ments which I have read are absolutely
untrue, and by their publication the
publishers have committed a contempt of
this House. I beg to move :

" That in the opinion of this House,
the statements published in the Morn-
ing Herald of July 12th and 16th and
the Coolgardie Miner of July 12th, in
which His Honour the Speaker is re-
ported as having rebuked the member
for Murchison for adversely criticis-
ing and reflecting on the Judges, are
untrue, and being a grave reflection on
the member for Murchison, the pub-
lishers of the said newspapers arc
guilty of contempt of this House."

I mnove this, feeling that I will receive
fromn the House that protection to which
every member is justly entitled.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. 3.
M1oore) : The hon. member's explana-
tion of the words used is, I think, one
which we can accept. Yet although he
dlid not criticise tHe Judges, his criticism
was rather severe on those presiding
over the lower courts ; and the fact of
his stating that justice was prostituted
in the courts of the country would
probably lead the reporters to interpret
his speech as they did. At the same
time, one of the newspapers he referred
to, the Morning Herald, has in to-day's
issue attempted at least to rectify the
mistake which has been made ; and I
think that the hon. member, recognising
this endeavour on the part of that publi-
cation to remedy matters, might at this
stage allow the subject to drop. As a
miatter of fact we k-now that it is a
breach of privilege to publish in any
mnanner the proceedings and the debates
of Parliament ; but provided the publi-
cation is correct, that privilege is waived.
I do not think it necessary to debate
this motion at any length. One paper
having acknowledged that its report

was not absolutely correct, if the fact
be pointed out to the other paper I feel
sure that it will make the same correc-
tion. I would therefore suggest that
the hon. member, having drawn atten-
tion to the matter, should simply allow
it to drop.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna) : I
think, too, that nothing can be gained by
carrying this motion to exctremnes ; but I
consider we should place on record the
fact that thelhon. member has been grosly
misrepresented and wronged. There is
too much of this misreporting those
whom I may call some Of the Unpopular
members of the House ; and if any
member has been unjustly treated in
that respect, it is the member who suffers
under the present grievance. And I re-
gret that the Premier, in suggesting that
the matter should now be allowved to
lapse, should himself have somewhat
justified the attitude taken by the news-
papers in question. There is absolutely
no justification for misreporting the in-
terrupltion of the hon. member by Mr.
Speaker. The Speaker himself went to
particular pains to explain that his re-
marks w~erc the result, not of the lion.
member's speech, hut of some statements
made at a previous sitting of the House
- [The Premier :On the previous even-
ing] -and were also necessai -v he-
cause someone had been sufficiently busy
to buttonhole Mr. Speaker during the
day and to take him to task, as if Mr.
Speaker was not qualified to look after
the affairs of this House. And it was
in resentment of that presumption of
some hon. memabers--

The Premier , Not necessarily. I
take it the hon. member, from the
manner in wrhich he is looking at mne, is
indicating me as the person referred to.
It does not necessarily follow, I take it,
that any hon. member spoke to the
Speaker.

Mr. WALKER: I am very sorry in-
deed because he being the most attrac-
tive figure on that side of the House I
keep niy eyes firmly fixed on hini, should
think I ami necessarily referring to him;
I do not do so. Mir. Speaker himself
stated that some member, or somebody-
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I take it nobody would be so presnip-
tuous outside the House to take hold of
the Speaker's ear and tell himi that he
had done wrong-I take it that it was
some member of this House. The posi-
tion is that somebody has done it. Mr.
Speaker explained that he was reading
the authorities onl the point in order that
he should give some understanding- to
the House as to what their privileges
were in this respect; that is wvhiy he did
it, and only for that reason. I am sorry
the Premier spoke in the way he dlid. He
said this as justifying the Press in the
course they had taken, that if the hon.
nmember did not commit the grave of-
fence of which he was accused by the
newspaper thle lteon. menmber did commit
another offence when he said that justice
had been prostituted in our lower courts.

The Treasurer: In the courts of the
l anid.

Mr. WALKER: The -Premier dlid not
say in the courts of the land, but he said
iii the lower courts.

Thme Treasurer: In the courts of this
country.

Mr, WVALKER: Did not the hon.
member say that the member for Mur-
chison saidl something that might be con-
strued into a reflection on those in the
lower courts9 Did he not give the
House to understand that? Have I
lost my senses; because if the bell. mem-
ber did not criticise the magistrates and
use that word, why did hie goa to the
trouble to explain it to this House if it
were not so 7 Is it reasonable the re-
porters may have misunderstood him,
and were so foolish that they thought he
was talking of the highest tribunal of
justice in the land ? Not at all. In the
course the hon. menmber has taken was he
not perfectly within his rights as a mem-
her of the House in protesting against
the action of the courts of justi ce, for
had not justice been prostituted, nay
strandled, in some of our so-called courts?
The hon. member is justified in the
course which he has takern, and there is
no justification whatever either for the
Premier or members to construe that in
a general way, that he was attacking
justice or the Judges. It was not

justice, nor Judges, but the prostitution
of justice in the recent actions wvhich
had beeni carried on that the member
comp)lained of, and he was right in doing
so. The bell. member and others were
lighting- anl unpopular cause and were
victimised again and again; they had to
stiffer for the sins of others, and the holl.
member has been treated withl oppro-
brium and contempt simply because hie
was fighting for a struggling cause; and
because hie had got unpopulair in that re-
spect is it fair that the Premier and
mnenmbers should injure him farther and
hold him up to public ostracism 9 That
is what it has come to. This House
I thiuk should take notice of it. I
take it by this small debate the House
has taken notice of it, and the beln. mesa-
ber does not wish to press the matter to
extremes, hut ill allow it to drop now,
but he could not allow it to drop without
some kind of protest or correction being
made.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) 1 recog-
nised fully when Mr. Speaker made the
stitement the other evening on the action
to which the hell. member for Murchison
calls attention, the Speaker was referring
to statements made by me onl thle previous
evening, and he was good enough, and
I appreciate the action which he took,
to draw attention to the reflection I
made on the Judges. I wish to say here,
although I did not tell you, Mr. Speaker,
personally then, but I tell you now and
I tell the House, I resent, and most
strongly resent, any member of the
Chamber going to Mr. Speaker and draw-
ing attention to any remarks which are
mnade in the House and which have been
allowed to go unnoticed. You, Mr.
Speaker, were good eniough to say I had
not gone outside the Standing Orders,
and anyone who will read my speech will
see the same. I know perfectly well
that some member of the House did go
to youI but I think it "'as his place to
have come to me.

Mr. Bo lton: He should have objected
to it in the House.

Mr. TROY: I ask any member to read
my remarks in the current issue of Han-
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said, and he will see I gave the Judges
credit for good intentions. I said, for
instance, of Mr. Justice Parker:-

"As far as lie was concerned I be-
lieve he "'as always guided by his
lights, and to the best of his ability
he gave his award ; but some of his
awards wvere absolutely ridiculous."

I said I gave the Judge credit for honesty
of purpose in his awards, but I said his
awards were ridiculous, and this was
borne out by the action of Mr. Loeing
who raised thle wages himself. I say
then whilst I am prepared at any time,
just as the member for Murchison says he
is prepared, to be rebuked if I go out-
side the bounds of the Standing Orders,
I resent attention being drawn to a mat-
ter for which I am not condemned by
Mr. Speaker. If the member had not
been such a busybody as to have bone be-
indt my back, if hie had taken note of

the remarks made by the hon. member
for Perth in seconding the motion for
the Address-in-Reply, he would have had
more reason to ask the Speaker to rebuke
that member than to ask him to rebuke
tue. The member for Perth oil the Ad-
dress-in-Reply said that the workers even
;vent to the extent of appointing one of
their owvn representatives a Judge in the
Arbitration Court, and they also appoint-
ed the Supreme Court Judge who acts
as President. He farther said, " The
President of the Court was appointed by
yourselves, being appointed in the for-
tunately short reign of the Labour Gov-
ernmient," implying that the Judge was
appointed by the Labour Government in
order to farther their ends and the re-
quirements of the workers before the
Arbitration Court. Whilst I accept the
blame thrown on the shoulders of the
member for Murchison, I say there was
no cause in the first place for any inter-
ference, because as you, Mr. Speaker,
deemed, and were good enough to say,
there was no violation of the Standing
Orders, and I strongly resent any mem-
ber of this Chamber going behind my
back and drawing the Speaker's atten-
tion to a matter which has been allowed
to pass unnoticed, as not deserving of
censure in any degree.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) :I am
very pleased that the member for Mur-
chison has moved the motion. I remlem-
ber wvell the stage when you interrupted
the memnber, and up to that stage the
member for Murchison had in no way
reflected upon the Judges of the Supreme
Court of this State, nor could any of the
statements made by the member for Mur-
chison by any stretch of imagination be
construed into thle ruling which you read
from page 316 of May. The hon. niemi-
ber had then made some remark about
the magistrates or justice being prosti-
tuted in this country. I hold, as I inter-
jected then, that the lion. member was
not dealing with the Judges but with the
magistrates, and the Standing Orders
of this House and May do not apply to
magistrates. I want to say here, how-
ever much the Press have erred, a mueni-
her of this Chamber at that stage erred
tenfold - the member for Claremont.
When the nmember for Claremont rose
and( made a statement, which I suppose
will appear- in Ilansard-I have not
looked it tip-pointing out thle necessity
of having what you, sir, read from May
typewritten and handed to the member
for Murchison, and when the member for
Murchison was fighting such a battle as
lie was fightin-it has been described
as an unpopular fight-when the lion.
member was insulted in such a mainner
by the mnenmber for Claremont, the mnem-
ber for Claremont should be proud that
he was so far removed from the member
for Murchison, or I believe the renmark
would have bleen resented. An hion.
member must resent that sort of thing.
I ani sure that I would have done so.
I do not wish to make any threats, but
I promise the member for Claremont
that should he interject in a similar tone
when I am addressing this House lie will
get his deserts. I wish also to say
that whecn you, sir, so kindly read from
Mlay, with the object perhaps of putting
the member for Murchison in a cooler
framne than you possibly thought he was,
I gathered from you that because somec
member in this Chamber, perhaps tile
dlay before, had reflected on our Supreme
Court Judges, not in your opinion but
in the opinion of someone outside this



Priilee: 16 cty 197.] Press Reports. 229,

Chamiber- [Mr. Troy: Inside the Chamn-
ber] -I am not too sure, I want to
convey to the House the impression you,
Mr. Speaker, conveyed to me, that you
did not believe the hon. member in ques-
tion, whoever he may be, had reflected
on a Supreme Court Judge, or that he
had exceeded his privileges in debate in
this House, but that someone- I am not
prepared to say who it was-hFid drawn
your attention to it. and believed that
the honi. niiber did, and that you were
lax iii your duty. You remarked that
perhaps you might have been over-gen-
erOur., but that was all you could say.
You believed that the lion. member had
not exceeded his privileges. I desire to
be fair and to say that I. do not think,
withI all due respect to you, sir, that in
reading- from May at that particular
stage: pulling uip the member for M1ur-
eli son, the 1101. member was to be made
a scapJegoat; because the lion, member
had not transgr-essed the rules of the
House on that point, though sotm memi-
be, had the (lay before; but because
May was resorted to at that particular
stn'we the member for Murchison was
made a scapegoat. I want to say that
the lion. member is justified, when it is
failther published in the Press incor-
rectly. [Mr. Holman: Falsely.] Since
I have been iii this House I have had
nothing to thank the Press for, unless it
was foir abuse. I amt well prepared to
hold ins own wvith the Press on the pub-
lie platforms of this State or in this
Chomber; for I do not care how mighty
the pen may be, I know that if a man's
cause is ight he need not fear the Press
nor anlything in this country: That is
the stand I take, and] the cause of the
imeniber for Murchison was just, right
throughi that timber dispute. I compli-
menit in. I an, pleased to know he is
a meniher of the patty to which I be-
long. and to know that he was able to
so nobly defend the position as he did
in a long-continued struggle. I am
pleased to know that my friends on this
side of the House were associated in
raising funds to prevent women and
children froni starving; because there
was-a Combine. This is not the first
time the Press, since I have been in the

House. has been taken to task; and the-
very paper in questioin. It wvilt be in-
teresting to know whether on every oc-
casion this newvspaper has been taken to
task it has been the sanme reporter who
has falsely reported the proceedings of
this House. If it be, it is just about
time sonic steps were taken by this House
to) have somnebodly with a fairer mind to
rep~ort these proceedings for that jour-
nal. I do not know who the man is, but
I think it is about time some inquiry
was made. The editor and the proprie-
tors of this paper were defended fromt
this very bench where I am sitting, two
sessions ago. Members of this House
must protect themiselves; the dignity of
this Clhaiiier nmuist be upheld; and no
paper shall malign it while I am in the
House Without moy raising my voice.
against it. I notice that no matter what
is done on your right, sir-unless a La-
bour Government is there-the Press will
not misrepresent them, not in any de-
rogatory spirit at any rate; they may
misrepresent them to put them right in
the eyes of thme country, but they will
not miisrepresent them~ to put the true.
lighlt to the peop~le of this counitry; but
I notice that every opportunity is seized
by the Press to put members of this side
of the House wrongly in the eyes of the.
putblic. It is only wvhen the members of
this side of the House address the peo.ple
of thme country on the political position
that the people are addressed in the
language of truth. I am not frightened
of the Morning Herald, nor am I fright-
cued of Granny Hackett of the WIest
Australian. I am not afraid of them,
and I am pleased to know that the muem-
ber for Murchison is not afraid of thieum.
Men who fight unpopular battles will not
be fighting them if they are afraid of
the Press. The capitalistic journals of'
Australia have been hounding me down
for 2.5 years, but I am still in existence
fighting the same old battle, and it has
to be foughit over and over again. Until
the people of this country have a faith-
ful paper to report themn,thev will always.
be fighting. I amn pleased the lion.
member has brought this motion for-
ward. I am sorry for the spinmeless
attitude of the Premier. As Leader of
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this House, the Premier should be the
very first; to protect its privileges. When
thie Press know that thle Leader of the
House they are attacking is spineless,
how much more will they attack us?
The Premier should have taken a stand
becoming a Premier on this point, and
.should have told the Press in no unceer-
tain language what he thought of mis-
representation of this Chamber. I am
not anxious that the hon. member should
withdraw his motion.

Mr. liolman: I am not going to with-
draw.

Air. TAYLOR: I would rather the
the House decide by a vote whether we
are going to allow Parliament to he ran
by the Press. It is generally understood
that the G overnment are run by the Press;i
but I wvant to know whether hon. min-
hers will sit in silence and allow this
House to be run by the Press. I hope
the lion. member will not withdraw his
mnotion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan) :The subject matter of the
complaint of the member for Murchison
is that a certain newspaper attributed
the remark made by you, sir, as being
addressed to him, and put a constniction
on it that was of the nature of a rebuke.
Is that not sol I think the hon. member is
perfectly justified in rising in his place
in the House and protesting against, in
the flirst place, the interpretation put on
your remark by the newspaper, and in
the second place against attributing that
remark to himself; because having read
Hansard-I was not in the House at the
time the incident took place-it is per-
fectly clear that wh~at you, sir, did was,
you pointed out to the members the dan-
gers of invading the Standing Order if
they were to go into a certain line of
criticism which possibly they might drift
into. It can in no way be said that your
remarks bear a reflection or are a rebuke
onl the hion. member then speaking.
(Member: It does not say so.] I under-
stood from the hion. member's remarks
that the newspaper said so. First of all
with regard to observations relating to the
conduct of Judges, what the member for
Murchison said to-day is absolutely cor-

rect, though perhaps hie did not go quite
far enough, because lie has left out of
account one very important element,
namely, by a special part of our constitu-
tion wvs have placed our Judges in a par-
ticular position, and we have reserved in
that Constitution a special manner of
dealing with them if they are guilty of
any offence. For that reason, if for no
other, altogether apart from the view
taken by the lion. memeber that it is
derogatory to thle administration of lawv to
attack J udges-altogether apart from
that view, the Constitution provides a
proper and efficient means; and that
being so, it is improper to resort to any
other means.

Mr. Walker: You do not need to go to
the Constitution, because the Standing
Orders provide for it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
I say Constitution I mean everytling, in-
cluding our Standing Orders. The lion.
member knows that the Standing Orders
are framed unader our constitutional
powers. I hold the view that we are
liable sit times to entirely forget the posi-
tion occupied by Judges, and to forget
also that they would not be allowed-and
it would bea impossible for a moment to
tolerate their doing so-to reply from the
Bench to any criticismis from Parliament
or from any platform; therefore it is not
in my opinion anything that should be
resented to bring home to hon. members
that position, inculcating in their minds
a proper respect for the Bench, which wve
in return exact from the Bench, and to
insist onl mai ntaining the Standing Orders
of the House. The position the lion.
member has taken up here to-day it seems
to me is fully vindicated. The lion, miewn-
her having drawvn first of all the atten-
tion of the House to the incorrect report
which attributes to him remarks that wvere
not directed to him, and secondly, though
lie has not gone that far, having pointed
out that the interpretation put on those
remarks, that they were in the nature of
a rebuke, is incorrect-the lion member
having vindicated his own position, and
having made the circumstances of the case
perfectly clear to the House, I for one
hope with the mnember for Kanowna that
the matter need not be pursued to any
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other end. Because what would he do.
if the hon. iieruber dloes wishl to pill-sue it
any farther? Does he wish to call upon
the publisher or printer to appear at the
Bar of the House? [.Ur. Hfolman: The
House would do that.] Of course should
the House carryv the motion it moust go the
step farther. it seemis to Inc it is taking
a step in the wrong direction to declare
this is a gross breach of privilege, and
not to go farther. Is it not right to stop
at this point, when the lion, member has
had anl opportunity of explaining his
grievance and of putting his true position
before the House, instead of going on be-
cause we know that any member of this
Hou-se couild bring newspaper editors to
the Bar of the House ev-ery dlay in the
week. [3Ar. Coller: So they ought to be,
and hianged-some of them.] If every
member of this Chamber were to take
every opportunity when observations are
made about them in the Press, to bring
the publishers before the House, we would
do nothing else but debate those matters.
The reason why members treat in a large
mneasure good-naturedly observations inl
the newspapers is that they know first
of all that the reporters are not infallible
hbut make mistakes, and secondly they
know it only increases the importance of
the matter to take notice of it. Fur my
part, I wish to say that when a member
has taken the action the lion, member has
done I am prepared to support him to
the full extent of making his protest, of
pointing out to thie House the injustice
done linm '. and of drawing the attention
of the House to time conduct of the paper
in qunestion. But I am not prepared to
go farther, as, if I were, I should have
to be prepared to go to all lengths. We
should do nothing but discuss the coni-
duct of the papers if we were to take
the course he suggests with regard to the
comments which so often appear in the
papers as to our conduct.

,Mr. HOLMAN (in reply as mover)
One cannot bitt regret the action the
Premier has taken on this qumestion.
He knows that as Leader of the House
hie is looked to by members to
protect and uphold the rights of the
Chamber ; and I consider that to-day he

has been sadly wanting in carrying out
the duties of his position. The alleged.
apology which appears in the Morning-
Herald to-day only aggravates the of-
fence ; in my opinion it was no explana-
tion at all and made the matter appear
in a worse light than it dlid before. It
is remarkable that no other reporter in
the gallery but the one who reported.
that portion of my speech for the Morn-
ing Hierald placed the matter in the lighit
that was (lone in that paper, showing
that thant individual, whoever lie is, had11
-iome ulterior motive in misreporting me.
This was clone on more than one oeeasiton_
last session. If this is. allowed to go onl,.
the sooner any individual who p~resumes
Onl his position in the Press gallery is
turned outside and not allowed to come-
here the better. When we have to speak
in a mnatter like this we do not deal with
the individual who has transgressed, but
also we have, in a measure, to deal with
other reporters who have always tried to-
do their duty in a fair and just manner.
You, Mr, Speaker, rose and quoted ex-
tracts from May during the time I was
s])eakinlg, amid I may say that this is in
soine measur-e r-esponsible for amy bring-
ing forward this mnotion to-day. I ami
well aware of Standing Order 1.34, which
reads as follows

"Whenever the Speaker rises dur-
ing a debate, any mnember then
speaking or offering to speak shiall sit
d]own, and the House shiall be silent.
so that the Speaker inay be heard
without inter-ruption.'

As soon as you rose, Air. Speaker, 1 sat
down - but in your openiing remark you
mnade it clear that you did not intend
the remarks to deal with me at all. The
remar-ks vont made were as follow : " I
ami sorry to have to make this reference-
jiow, because I ami sure no one could ob-
ject to the hon. member's speech." Far-
ther onl, after I had Made anl interjec-
tion, you said "I am glad to acknow-
tedge that the hon. mnember has been ex-
ceptionally good in his remarks." That
shows that those remarks were not meant
for me. Perhaps the reporter was a
boy who was sent from the Morning
Herald ;but if hie were one of the old
hands, and used his positioni in the same*
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wviy onl previous occasionis in regard to
me, then lie dlid not k-now his work, for
hie misreported me. It is significant.
that every, reporter in the gallery, with
thie .*one exception, correctly reported
the remarks I made. Such being
die ease, that reporter is not fit to be
in his position. An individual such as
lie is tot) small fry for any one of us
to waste time in dealing with. So far
as I am personally concerned, I do not
intend to deal with a mian like him;
but the question may go farther, and
if similar action is takeii by the Leader
of this House as the Premier has
adopted to-day, any individual outside
the House mnay presume on the rights
this obtained and do exactly as he likes.
No matter who the mnember is, and
whether lie is onl the Government side
of the House or on this, the Premier
should be the first to defend himi against
false attacks. I regret that for the first
time in the history of Parliament the
Premier wor, weak and spineless, and
allowed the privileges of this House to
be transgressed and a member to be at-
tacked. I maintain that no withdrawal
or apology has been giveni. Htowever,
I am prepared, now that the miatter has
been brought forward and placed before
those who are not responsible for the
remarks appearing in the papers, to
-allow the latter to have an opportunity of
withdrawing, and of saying whether they
will be just and honourabic and do the
right thing. Then, if they do withdraw, I
will be perfectly satisfied to allow the
matter to close. If I transgress they
canl give it to mne as much as they like;
hut if I conformn to the Standing Orders
of this House I will not be falsely at-
tackied by any lpaper. If it were an
individual I had to dleal with myself, I
would very soon deal with him ; and lie
might have a bit livelier time titan lie
has in listening to tue to-night. [Mr.
Scaddan :They are light-weights up
there.1 I do not care whether they are
light-weights or hecavy-weights. [Mir.
Taylor :Some of them are bulky.] Per-
haps by being bulky they are iii a better
position to get -whisky and cigars thtan
the light-weights. If the publishers of
the papers do the honourable thing-

and( I think they will do it-and admnit
that the reporter has made a mistake I
will let the mnatter rest ; but if nt, I
will bring- it tip again, and we will then
see whether the Preniier takes tile samue
mjiserable stand as lie has done to-day.
I be)g leave to withdraw thle motion.

Mcotion by leave withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER :I desire to say oiily
Onte word. I cannot take p)art in the
debate, but it is due to the lion, member
to say that hie never deserved a rebuke,
nor dlid hie 'receive one at my hands.
The member for Kanowna. (Mir. Walker)
has put miy action in a nutshell.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS BY
THE PREMIER.

Timber Combine and his alleged il~erest.

The PREMIER -I have a little ex-
planation to make in connetioni with
another matter. One lion, member (Mir.
Holman) has criticised amy action to-
night as being weak amid spineless ':but
if the occasion arises when it is necessary
to take steps to protect an hon. member
it will then be quite tune to show the
House whether such a description ap-,
plies to ins. At the same tinme I regret
that thle hon. member should insinuate
that I aum not prepared at all tinmes to
protect the privileges of the House.
Just as I arrived at the House, at 4.30
o'clock, the hon. niember brought mie---

Mr. Holmans It was at 4.20 p.m. I
tried to ring you up but could not et
you.

The PREMIER :Inl any event I eli-i
nlot have anl opportunity to peruse th-e
paper ; but I gathered from him flint
the paper had umade an effort to remedy
the mistake made. Recogniismug that,
and believing that the statenienl. in this
morning's paper had been anl endeavour
to remedy the mistake, I comisilcr I wa '
justified in asking himi to drop the
matter. I do not admit that by taking
that action I was waiving any of the
privileges of the House, and] I resent the
statemnent made by the two hon. members
wvtho have spoken. I would like to say
that oin mnore than one occasion I per-

Privilege. Explanations.



Explanations. [16 Jutir, 1907. Rqatriaed. 2:33

.sonally have not only been libelled by
the Pr-ess, but also by many members of
the House, and in connection with this
troulble of which we have heard so much.
[Mr. Walker :This is not an explan-
ation.] I amu leading up to the expla-
nation. It has been stated on more than
-one occasion that the Government sympa-
thised with the Timber Combine, and
that I was personally and financially in-
terested as a shareholder in that corpora-
tion. I emiphaticall 'y deny that I have
.ever held a share or been in any way
-connected with Millars' Karri anid .Jarrah
Company ;and I want to make that

-clear, for it has been stated on the public
platforms of this State that I am in-

-terested.
Mrl. TWalker :By whom) was that

stated q
The PREMIER :All round the count-

try ;I do not know exactly by whom.
Mr. Hayward :I have heard it, any-

howv.
The PREMIER :I wish to give it an

emiphatic denial ;and anyone who says
such a thing outside. I will tell him what
I think of him.

Australians Returned fromt South Africa.
The PREMIER :I also take this op-

portunity of drawing the attention of
the House to misstatements of facts Mr.
Holman made on Thursday afternoon
last. He stated that when a mistake be
has made is p~ointed out to him hie is al-
ways ready to acknowledge that lie had
beet, wrong, and wvould withdrawv any
misstatements he had made.

Mr. Walker :I am very sorry to in-
terrupt the hon. member ; hut this is
altogether outside of any explanation.
He is making accusations against hon.
members to which they have no chance to
reply. This is most unfair and an abuse
of the privileges of the House. I ask
you, Mi-. Speaker, to confine the hon.
member to an explanation.

Mr. SPEAKCER :The Premier is en-
titled to an explanation ; and he in-
formed me previously' to the sitting of
the House that he would make one. But
I hope he will confine himself to that ex-
.pla nat ion.-

The PREMIER :It is in connection
with the statement mirade by the niember
for 'Murchison, that in the first instance
when he said-

"The Pr-emier has paid the fat-es of
a large number of mn from South
Afrtiea. These men were supposed
to have originally come from South
Africa, hut when they landed here it
was found that they' did not know any' -
thing. about Australha and had never
been here before------------We
know that a large number of persons
landed here a few weeks ago, wvhose
fares had been paid.''-

I desire to give the House the actual
facts in connection with these repatriated
Australians. This is a matter in wvhich
I was personally' concerned ; and if I
did not take this method of bringing the
matter before the House I would not
obtain a chance of explaining the posi-
tion of affairs. Some timie ago thre
Prim Minister reported that a number
of Australians in South Africa w-ere de-
sir-ous of retrnming to the Common-
wealth. He wired in regard to the
matter :

" Passages here estimated £7. Pro-
posed each State endeavour find em-
ployment for ally who are brought to
it and collect passage money wherever
posible, Commonwealth bearing half
any loss resulting fromnt panen.

In rep~ly 1 wired -
" If Commuonwvealth ar-ranging as

suggested, will fall in with scheme,
p)rovided those returning here are West
Australians of good character. Can-
not guarantee einployiiicnt."

At the same time, the Agent General
notified tue that the Secretary of State
for the Colonies was inquiring wvhether
we would pay the return fare of " re-
spectable and genuine Western Austra-
lians stranded in South Africa," such fare
to be repayable from future earnings;
but as Mr. Deakin had informed me that
his Government were carrying out the
proposal outlined in his telegram of the
6th February, and as it was understood
that the Federal authorities had arranged
with the commercial agent for Newv South
W~ales in South Africa (11r. \'alder) to
attend to the selection of the per-sons to
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be repatriated, the Agent General was
notified accordingly and was told to take
no farther action in the matter. The next
step was that the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent advised me of the impending arri-
val by certain steamers of batches of the
repatriated Australians belonging to the
respective States, Being in Melbourne at
tlhis time, I called at the Prime Minister's
office, and was shown a copy of a tele-
gram which had been despatehed to the
Acting Premier. The telegram sent to
Mr. Wilson is as follows:-

"Referring prevriouls correspondence
repatriation Australians from South
Af rica , Commonwealth agents advise
that steamer "Cycle," Melbourne and
Sydney only. Glad learn whether
you wish arrangements made with
shipping companies for passages from
port of disembarkation to Fremantle.
If desired, prepared arrange pas-
sages as "Atlantic" advises 27th.
Glad immediate reply. Commonwealth
agent was autborised to arrange for
return to respective States."

In my letter to the Prime Minister I
distinctly stated that the Government
were not prepared to go farther than
had been originally arranged, namely, to
hear one-half of any loss incurredl through
non-payment of the £:7 passage money ad-
vanced by the Federal authorities to re-
spectable and( genuine West Australians.
It wvas then ascertained that the Com-
monwvealth Government had been advised
that their agent in South Africa had ex-
ceeded his instnictions, and had not
shipped the Western Australians direct
to Fremantle; that persons other than
" respectable and genuine Western Aus-
trlas1 were being sent to our shores,
and that the number would iii all proba-
bili ty exceed the total of one thousand dis-
tinbuted over thre whole of the States.
.Shortly after arriving in Sydney I wrote
to the Acting Prime Minister confirming
my statement that the Government would
not go beyond what had been already
arranged. When the two boats arrived
and the papers signed in South Africa
were carefully examined, it was soon
seen that persons other than those in-
tended had embarked for this State. My

colleague then sent the following tele-
grain to the Prime Minister:-

" More than half repatriated Aus-
tralians ex 'Burruinbeet' in no sense
Western Australian. This State only
prepared share any expenditure for
natives or residents of Western Aus-
tralia. Letter follows."

To which Sir John Forrest, then Acting
Prime Minister, replied: -

" Regret you consider large number
repatriated Australians exI ur -
beet'I not Western Australians. We
did our best, and could not provide
against misrepresentations. We em-
ployed the official agent of New South
W~ales in South Africa. You could
not have done more than we did, and
it is unreasonable to blame us or to
refuse to pay."

On the 17th June and 9th July tbe Oov-
erment's representations were again
confirmed by letter, in one of which com-
munications I stated:

" In consequence of thle long strike
in thre timber trade still continuing
there is a considerable number of men
out of employment, and you will no
doubt appreciate the reluctance of the
Governnent to aggravate this condi-
tion unreasonably. Under normal
conditions the matter would be less.
noticeable, but for the reason already
stated the Governmient does not con-
sider it should be called upon to mnake
provision for such indiscriminate and
pauper immigration. I regret that
you should have considered the view
of thre Government unreasonable, but
seeing the great care that is being ex-
ercised in the class of immigrant intro-
duced (the possession of capital or-
boa fide agricultural qualifcations
being essential), and the terms agreed
by mne with your Government being- in
respect of 'Western Australians of'
good character,' I feel sure that you
will see that the protest contained in
tile telegram of 13th inst. is justified
by the facts."

Those are the facts of the case, and T
think members will recognise that the
Government have done all that they pos-,
sibly could to see that the Commonwealth
adhered to their first arrangement that
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only Western Australians of good cha-
racter should he returned.

Mr. Hlolman: I accepted your ex-
planation when you interjected the other
night.

The PREMTIER: I think the memiber
fur North Fremantle (Mir. Button) re-
ferred later on to the matter.

Mr. Bolt on: Not to the repatriated
Australians, hut to the Scandinavians.

Immigrant Scandinavians, howr brought
to W est Australia.

The PREAUJER: 1 should like also to
.say a few words about the Scandinavians.

1Mr. Johnson: Is not this somiewhat
foreign to the matter before the Chamber7
Has the motion been -withdrawn I

Mr. Speaker: The motion was with-
drawn, and the Premier having prev-
iously notified me that he intended to
make an explanation, hie is now making
that explanation.

Mr. Johnson: Was the withdrawal pt
to the HouseI

Mr. Speaker: Yes. This is another
question,

The PREMIER: Mly other explana-
tion is as to the statement that the Scan-
dinavians. brought out were brought with
the assistance of the Government. When
the statement was made I interjected that
it was not so. At the sane time, I was
desirous of obtaining from the lion. inem-
her (Mr. Holman) the papers referring
to the question, with the object of sift-
ing the matter and of seeing under what
-authority this Mr. Larsen acted. I fid
that Mir. Larsen was appointed at a cer-
tamn remuneration, during the regime of
the Daglisli Government, to engage some
twenty-four Scandinavians. But Mr.
James, now Sir Walter James, gave
him at the time to understand it was
-essential that these inen should be qluali-
fled agricultural emigrants, and mnen who
would be capable of settling on the land.
Mr. James stated, in engaging Mr. tar-
:sen:

"When the emigrants you send are
settled on the land, the State will pay
half the cost of sending to Australia
their wives and families or their in-
tended wives. This will apply only

if the settlement takes place within 13
unvnths of urrival. My idea is that
these men should if possible be re-
tained in groups, say of four or six,
emiployed near enough together to en-
able theim to meet, and thus prevent
any feeling of isolation."

Then hie mentioned the districts to which
hie would recomnnend their heing sent.
This clearly establishes the fact that thle
men were sent out for agricultural pur-
poses oiniy. The Ag-ent General wrote
farthier;:-

"I shall want to know, a mionth be-
fore each emigrant leaves London, the
date of his intended departure, and
sufficient particulars in relation to him
to enable me to advise authorities in
Perth, so that farmers may he com-
municated with."

That was the only engagement Mir. Lar-
sen had, and] it was given hint at the time
of his appointment when the Labour
Government were in power. Since then
hie has never been engaged by ainy other
Government, and his engagement ceased
whet] hie sent out the twenty-four Scan-
dinavians.

Mr. W~alker: The incident referred to
happened in October last.

The PREMIER: Yes; but the point
I amn trying to make is that as the hon.
member (Mir. Holman) said these men
were assisted out by the Government, I
say the Government knew absolutely
nothing about the men to whom he re-
ferred.

Mir. Holman: They were engaged
through your Government Labour Bureau
to go to the mills, "as per contract with
the Western Australian Government;")
and that appears on their steamer tickets.

The I'REMIER: Whoever is respon-
sible for that is responsible for forgery.
I wish to explain that the Government
knew nothing about it; that those men
dlid not have even the privilege of as-
sisted passengers, namiely reduced fares;
but the hion. member stated that when
they arrived here they had to refund I
think 13, instead of £13, of their pas-
sage-mioney.

Mr. Hotnan :That is in their con-
tract.
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The PREMIER : The then Premier,
Mr. Daglish, wvrote that lie did not con-
sider thle proposal a good one, to which
Mr. .James replied that lie had committed
himself to thle proposal, and that it was
necessary for Mir. Larsen to complete
his agreement, hut that he (Mr. Jamres)
had specially stipulated that these men
should be duly qualified agriculturists.
Some Scandinavians arrived in Septem-
ber, 1900. 1 take it those are the men
referred to. This was during the term
(if office oif the present Government.
The whole of these mien paid their own
ja.tsages, and I think I gave that infor-
Ilation to thle House ini reply' to a. lues-
lion by the Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Bath), asked in September of last
year. I simply wvish to nmake this ex-
phination so0 thiat the lion, member (Mr.
H-Llmian) may be aware of the fact that
the Government had absolutely no coni-
nection with the eng-agement of these
men ; that if they have been engaged,
Slie private araiigemient lies been made
1),r Mr. Larsen, who, prior to his engage-
niet by the Daghsh Government as imi-
mnigr~ation agenit in Denmark--

.11 r. lie gush :That is wrong,
Mr1. Jlohnson He wvas never engaged

by the Labouir Government.
Tile PREMITER : He was appoiiited

by the Agent General during your termn
of office.

.1r. Johnson :Otn the Agent General's
on rspniliy

The PREMI11ER -'Prior to that, Mr.
Larseni had donie a cotisiderable amiount
of work, which Mr. James considered
good work, onl behalf of the Queensland
(Govrmmen t, by importing Seandina-
viamis to that Stat(e. I make this ex-
planation so that the hon. miemiber may
he aware of the actual position the pre-
sent Government have taken on this
qiiestioin.

Mr. -Johnson : Will the Premier say
whelitler, in vriew of the statement of the
inemlier for Murchison, the Premier will
take action to dispense altogether with
thle service of Mr. La rseni 7

The PREMIER : I should like to
point out that we have hmad absolutely
iiothing to do with Mir. Larsen.

Mr. Johnson : Your Agent General
has.

Thle PREMIER : I will read a letter
to the point, sent after the Rason Gov'-
ernnient camne into office. The then
Colonial Secretary, (Hon. W". Kns
mill) wrote to the Agent General

"Farther to mny letter of 27tb nilt.
with reference to the question of im-
mnigration, I shall be obliged if you
will inform m what are the exact
terms of the engagement of Mr. Lar-
senl to lecture in Enrope, as I (1o not
regard his appointment with intnith
favour."

To this the Agent General replied
"Mr. Larsen was never engaged to.

leeturme inl Europe or elsewhere, bit
was paid a conmmission mid out-of-
ipoeket expenses in connection with the
Scandinavian emigrants sent to the
State. My arrangements with Mr.
Larsen were fully explained to the-
Govern ment when made."
31r. Johnson :Then lie gets a retain-

ig fee from the present Government ?
The PREMIER: No ;- absolutely none..

Hie is not connected with the Agent
General's staff at all.

Mir. HOLMAN : The explanation of'
the Premier has cast some doubt on what
I stated. I still maintain that my state-
Ineit is Correct. lit explanation, I
should like to poinit oot; to the Preitter
that when hie interjected as to these aMen
who catte from South Africa--

ill,. Gordon : Is thle hon. member in
iorder in reading fromi 11ansard q

Mllr. Speaker : No ; not from this-
session's report.

Air. HOLAMAN: I ami only refreshing-
MY men to m"y, because I desire to be abso-
luitely fair-. If I have mnade any mis-
statements I shall1 he the first to withdraw.
I have no intention to try to injure thie
Premier or anyone else. He will reteul-
her thait in repldy to ani interjection by
hint I Stated that ill this mnatter I Could
only go by what I read in the papers; I
Said "I know that a large number of
pesons landed here a few weeks ago
whose fares had beenl paid," anti the
Premier mientioned that they had been
paid by the Commonwealth Government.
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I hea allowed the matter to drop, and in
respect of it I made no accusation against
the Premier. As to the other matter, I
did charge thle Government with assisting
those Norwegians who had come toWest-
emn Australia assisted by Mr. Larsen,
with contract notes and boat tickets of
which I hold, the originals; and the accu-
sation I made against thle Government
was that those men were engaged through
thle Government Labour Bureau and sent
to the timiber mills. They were sent from
Millars' office to the Labour Bureau, went
through a crowvd of 'len who were wait-
ing there, and were then sent to the mills.
I maintain that is absolutely unf~air ; and
the other night I made snime remarks like
these:-"Millars were too cunning to give
them work at their office. They send
them to thle Labour Bureau. And al-
though+ these men cannot speak a wvord
of English, they go throughI a. crowd of
mell waiting- at the Labour Bureau, and
arc given wvork at the samll. To
show that what I state is true, here is a
passenger's ticket for the s.s. "Omirah,"
leaving England for Fremnantle, Adelaide,
Melbourne, Sydney, and Brisbane oil the
19th October, 1906. The fare is £13;
and here is given the name of the pas-
senger, while underneath appear the
words "as Jper contract with the Western
Australian Government." As I have
sai(d, I intend to supply' the Premier with
the whole of the documents I hold. I
should have given them to him on Friday
last had I not previously handed them to
another member. I intend to give the
Government every assistance to thresh
out the matter.

The Attorney General: How long have
these documents been in your possession?

Aly. HOLMAN: About a couple of
months; but I had to get theni trans-
lated, and that cannot be dlone in a day,
because few can do the work. I may say
a number of pap~ers I sent out for tranis-
lation has not been returned. I intend to
get them complete, hand them to the
Government, anzd allow them to deal with
the matter. As I stated clearly in my
speech. these immigrants, in addition to
being misled and brought out here, have
in my opinion been robbed; and it is the
duty of the Government to see that these

men are protected to the utmost extent.
I fail to see that anything in the Premier's
explanation shows that I made any uin-
fair or untruthful statement.

The PREMIER: When I stated that
Mr. Lar'sen "'as app)(inted during the
term of the Daglish Government, the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson)
said "lie has different instructions now,"
all(L the member for Murcison C3fr.
Holm ni) said " hie is nowv carrying out
the instructions of filie present Admnini-
stration." Surely that is incorrect, if I
am able to prove by evidence obtainable
from the files that Mr. Larsen has no
connection at all with the Government,
is not an employee, and is not working
under commission from the Government.

01r. Troy: Who supplies thle money?

Mr. SPEAKER then lproceeded with
the business, calling on the first Ques-
tion.

QUESTION-RAILWAY CROSSING.
FREMANTLE WHARVES.

Mr. ANOWI.N asked the Minister for
Railways: Is it the intention to provide
additional crossing for vehicular and(
other traffic from Phillimore Street to
tile wharves at Fremantle? If so.
wvhen ?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : Mr. Normian, the Chief En-
gineer of Ways and Works, Victorian
Railways, visited this State to make an
independent inquiry as to the practica-
bilitv of farther access to the wharf by
a level crossing at or near Phillimoro
Street. After careful inquiry he has
reported adversely oil the project.

QUESTION - WORKS DONE AT
DERBY, EXPENSES CLAIMED.
Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for

Works: When wvill the steamer fares
from Derby to Fremantle, also half
wages during time occupied in travelling.
be p)aid the men who were engaged at
Fremantle for work at Derby last No-
vember, in accordance with the agreement
on which the men were engaged, and for
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which demand for payment has been
made to the Department

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The men were engaged at Fre-
mantle at 12s. per day, the Department
paying passage up, and half wages while
travelling. If they gave satisfaction
during the course of wvork, they were to
receive fare and also half wages for the
return trip. During the work the iien
struek for a higher wage, and an arrange-
ment was made to give them 14s. per dlay.
This broke thre agreement upon which
they were engaged. The Department,
however, is making inquiry as to rate of
wages ruling at Derby for similar work
during this period, and if it is found that
the 14s. does not exceed the ruling wage,
fares and half wvages for return trip will
be paid; but if the men took advantage
of the pressing nature of the work and
the scarcity of labour to secure a wage
higher than the ruling rate, the Depart-
ment will make no payment for the re-
turn trip.

QUESTION - FACTORIES AND
WAGES BOARDS.

Mir. VERYARD asked the Premier:
1, Is it his intention to amend the Fac-
tories Act during the present session 7
2, If so, will the amendments embrace
the recommendations, mnore particularly
that of the appointment of Wages
Hoards, reported to the House by the
Select Commnittee on " Alleged Sweat-
ing" during the last session of Parlia-
ment 7

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
It is proposed to consolidate and amend
the Factories and Early Closing Acts
under the title " Factories and Shops
Act." The recommendations of the
Select Committee have been duly con-
sidered when framing the amendments.
It is also proposed to extend the juris-
diction of the Act, and to alter the
Constitution of the Court of Arbitration
so as to embrace the functions of a
Wages Board.

QUESTION-TITLES OFFICE, RE-
TIRED COMMNISSIONER.

Mr;, WALKER asked the Attorntey
General: Is there any objection to lay

on the table of this House all coires-
spondence and papers relating to the re-
tiremuent of Dr. Smith, K.C., from hn
Commnissionership of Titles9

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
I have to request the hon. member to
move in the usual way that the corres-
pondence and papers be laid upon the
table of the House.

DEBATE-ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth clay.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.
Mr. J. C. G. FOUILKES (Claremont) :

It seemis only a short time since Parlia-
ment was prorogued; but a good deal
has taken place during that time, and
certain matters will, I think, require our
careful attention. One matter I wish
to mention at this stage is the amend-
ment of the Arbitration Act. I can re-
member the time very well when nll the
workers of this State were most anxious
to have an Arbitration Act passed into
law. They considered that if such anr
Act was passed there would in the future
be no question in dispute or hardly any~
question that would not be capable of
settlemient as between employer and emn-
ployee. We have had lately a strike
which has affected not only the men en-
gaged in the industry, but many people
p~articularly in the south-western district,
who were largely interested in the timiber
mills. A case was referred for the de-
cision of the Judge, and two assessors
were appointed to assist him. EU for-
tunately the decision given hy the court
did mid meet with the wishes and ex-
pectations of the employees, and they
decided not to work any longer at the
wages fixed by the Arbitration Court.

.1r. Holman: That is not so.
.Mr. FOULKES: I am reminded they

were quite justified in doing so. I amn
not here to-day to argue that question.
A good deal of discussion took place in
connection wvith that strike, as to whether
the gentlemen sittimng in the Arbitration
Court were capable of settling an indus-
trial dispute of the character brought
before them. We are all agreed as to
the desire of our Judges to be fair, and
I listened with the greatest interest to
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the speech delivered the other night by
the miember for Mount Magnet. He
said he dlirt not, for instance,- ]mpugu the
impartiality and the desire of the Judges
to do justice, and lie admitted that the
Judges and the Judge in this case de-
sired to do justice as between employer
and employee. I should like to remnind
the House of the fact, that when the
Arbitration Act was passed there was the
uitmost unwillingness on the part of
Judges to act as Judges in the Arbitra-
tion Court. (Air, iTroy: There still is.]
The Judges of that day pointed out that
unfortunately by reason of their inex-
perience in industrial disputes and the
carrying onl of various buisinesses, they
were precluded f rom being sie to judge
what was anl adequate wage in the dis-
putes that might be brought Weore them.
That was the feeling of the Ju.dges when
the Act was passed in 1900. Since then
other Judges have also cxpres,;ed, I be-
lieve publicly, but I am not sure if they
have expressed it publicly, but I know
every Judge throughout Aurralia is very
loth indeed to act as Judge in a dispute
ill connection with the paynient of wages
in industrial concerns. A Judge unfor-
tunately by reason of his past training
is not able to form an opinion as to what
aire the best wages that sbumtld be paid
in various industries. He has had in
most cases no business training, nor does
lie k-now much about the lives of the vari-
ous employees whoconie tinder his notice.
Therefore it has been brought forcibly be-
foi'e me, and I cannot help comning to the
conclusion that the time has now ar-rived
when we should cease to ask a Judge of
the Supreme Court to act as Judge in
the Arbitration Court. It would be of
immense advantage to relieve the Judges
of this work, and we should turn else-
where and see if we cannot get men who
have experience in various industries to
net. I would class the various industries
as much as possible. I would class
all those industries connected with
mining, all those connected with agricul-
ture. and all those connected with timber
concerns. in different classes. I should
give power to the two assessors appoint-
ed by the emiplot'er and the emiployee,
to decide between them upon sonic third

person who is willing to act as president
of the particular court iii connection with
a particular dispute. I believe if that
system were adopted we should see pro-
bably the opinions of the various Ari-
tration Courts listened to with more res-
pect in the future than they have unfor-
tunately iii the past. If there was any
inability on the part of the two assessors

tcoeto ternis as to who was a fit and
proper person to act as umipire,. because
you can only call the position that of
uiupire, in the ease of any disagreement,
1 should give leave to the two assessors
to apply to the Supreme Court to ap-
poinit some gentlemian. 'it is well worth
a trial, and I hope when the amending
Bill is brought forward to deal with the
question the Govermuient will consider
the suggestion I have just made. There
has been a great deal of discussion uin-
fortunately in the debate as to the action
of Mr. M agistrate Roe. So anxious were
the men when this Arbitration Court wos
being established that the Act should
have a fair trial that a clause was in-
serted iii the Bill that any person who
aided and abetted a strike was to he
punished, and various penalties and finest
were to he imposed on him. Certain
men were brought before Ifr. Magistrate
Roe and charged with the offence of aid-
ing and abetting in the strike. Mr. Roe
came to certain conclusions, I do not say
whether hie was right or wroiig, it would
niot be correct for me to express an op in-
ion on that point, but I think it would
have beeni more dignified if the inemher
for Murchison had not attacked the
magistrate as he did the other evening,
for colliing to the decision which tic did.

Mr. Bath. The lion, member is wrong
in saying that the provision was put in
the Arzbitration Act itself ; the alterna-
tive of imprisonment is provided in a--ol
other Act, the Criminal Code.
M. FOULKES :What I said was

flint this Act contained a provision fur
various penalties, so I Was qulite correct.

Iwas saying that I thought it would
have been more dignified if the miembpr
for Murchison had not attacked Mr.
Magistrate Roe.

Mr. Collier :You cannot consider di-
nity where justice is concerned.

Address-in-Rply: (16 Juiy, 1907.]
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Mr. FOTJLIKES :What I said was
that I thought it would have been more
dignified for the member for Murcbison
not to hare attacked the magistrate who
passed these sentences. Mr. Roe is a
mlan whio sa for many months as a
Judge of the Supreme Court, and I eon-
sider' lie is quite capable of sitting as a
police mnag,,istrate. I ami quite certain
of this from what I know of hini that
hie is at all timies anxious to do justice
betwkeen Ina and man. Unfortunately
the member for Murchison was found
guilty by Mir. Roe and fined £2-5. If we
are to allow miembers of rarliament to
coine to this House to have their cases
tried over again, it will be impossible
for us to carry on the proceedings of
this Chamber in a proper manner. I
admit I myself was very much to blame
the other evening for making the sugges-
tion which I made at the time, that Mr.
Speaker should hand to the member for
Murchison a copy of the ruling which
Mr. Speaker was good enough to give to
the House. I apologise now to the mnem-
her for Miurchison for having made that
suggestion -,but I still think I mnay be
excused for having niade the suggestion,
for there is nothing I have resented
since I have been a member of this
House so much as the unseemly attacks
made on inagistrates and Judges in this
,State. It is quite true that our Stand-
ing Orders make the regulations with
regard to not attacking Judges, but I
think the same rule should apply to the
various resident magistrates.

Mr. l11eiker :And justices of the
pcace ?

Mr. FOULKES: I have the tmost re-
sped for some justices of the peace, even
for the Leader of the Opposition and the

imnmber for SnIbiaeo.
Mr. )Walker: "Even."
Mr. FOULLKES: They are justices of

the peace; and as they are miembers of
the British race the 'y would, like other
justices of the peace, try to do their duty
and[ mete. nut justice between man and
man. The Labour Grovernmient, when in
uiifie, appointed various justices of the
peace, and I give them credit for having
dune their utmiost, like all Governmecnts,
to see that auxy men appointed would do

justice between man and man. There hias
been a great deal of discussion lately and
considerable anxiety on the part of the
community with regard to the finances.
It is true our deficit has increased] during
the last year or twvo, and I believe it now
amounts to a considerable sum; Ibut in
mny opinion there is niot the slightest cause
for anxiety on the part of the people of
this country, and may reason for coming
to that conclusion is that the people are
apt to forget we set aside a sumi-per-
Imps the Treasu~rer can tell tue the exact
amiount, I believe £C250,000 a year-to-
wards a sinking fund. If we had not set
aside that sumn we should have had a sur-
plus last year. I believe that no other
State in Australia has anything like the
same amount set down as sinking fund,
and the other States realise this and give
us credit to a certain extent for having
our sinking fund. At the recent Pre-
iniers' Conference our Premier mentioned
that We Cotuld not afford certain matters
on account -of having a deficit; but the
other Premiers said "Deficit! Why there
is no deficit at all; you have a siniking-
f und of £2.50,000." 'fla t shows how good
our credit is. [Hir. Uh1inywvori: We bor-
rowed on that basis.] True; but I do not
believe it has had the slightest effect on
the people who take up our bonds. [210r.
lWalAker: What would they do if we re-
pudiated!] It is not a question of re-
pudiation. I suiggest to the Treasurer
that lie should approach some of these
bondhiolders--this scrip is held in some
cases in large sumis-to see if there wvould
be any objection to their relieving us of
the obligation of the sinking fund. I
believe there would be nione. [(Mr. Bath:
Not if we give them consideration.] I do
not believe they would ask for a considera-
tion. At any rate it is Well worth trying.
If the Treasurer found on inquiry that
the bulk of our scrip was held in
large blocks-I sam not dealing wvithi the
small holders-and if they conld relie-ve
us of the obligation we entered into to
lprovide this sinking fund, it would be
well worth considering. [Air. Welker:-
Tt would be humiliating to the State.]
There is no necessity to ask for it pith-
lick, v as there arc many ways of arrang-
ing it, and I believe it is well worth
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trying. There is another matter that is
causing, considerable anxiety to the comI-
munity here, the question of the ad-
ministration of our railways. There has
been a good deal of dissatisfaction ex-
pressed, not only here hilt outside, with
regarid to the management of our tail-
ways. I am well aware that some years
ago we passed a Railways Act whereby
certain powers were given to the Como-
mnissioner of Railways; and I believe
it has been said in this House by various
Ministers, both present and past, that
thle effect of that Act has been to confer
practically the supreme control of our
railways on the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. I do not admit that to be the case.
I still consider that we have a large
amount of Ministerial control over these
railways ; and to prove that I should
like to mention two or three facts which
I think should be sufficiently convincing
to show the Minister for Railways that
we have Ministerial control. I know of
instances where thle Minister for Rail-
ways has approved of rates suggested
by the Commissioner of Railways, and
where afterwards lie has reduced those
rates. As an instance, take the various
agricultural railways recently built. In
that case thle Commissioner of Railways
fixed certain rates for goods and passen-
gers along tllose lines, and these rates
were formally approved of by the Min-
ister; but several months afterwvards we
found that those rates wvere reduced. I
believe under instruct ions aiid by the
order of the Minister for Railwayvs. We
find too that certain large railway works
have been constructed. For instance
take the construction of the duplication
of the l ine from Perth to A riadale
which cost at considerable amount of
money; I believe it 'has cost something
like £30.000. That work was constructed,
I dto not say by the direct authority of
the Minister, butl at an 'y rate the Coni-
missioner nt Railways constructed that
railwayv and received the sanction of the
Minister for that work. (Mr. Gull:
Afterwvards.] I will mention another
instance. In Perth a short time ago the
Commissioner of Railways proposed
making- sonme additions to thle Perth rail-
wvay station, and plans were drawvn for

the works under the instructions of the
Comisisioner of Railways; but after-
wards people who lived near that railway
station complained of the proposed addi-
tions, and the member for Perth brought
the matter before the House and pro-
tested against these additions being made.
It had this effect that the -Minister for
Railways gave instructions for these
works to cease. I should mention that
lpreviously thle gentleman who was Alin-
ister for Railwayvs at the time-I believe
it was Mr.. Rason-denied that he had
given his approval for these particular
works; hut when the papers were brought
forward there was the signature of the
Minister; there was his writing showing
his approval of these particular works.
So there is an instance where the Min-.
ister had approved of these works bit
afterwvards gave instructions that the ad-
ditions were not to be carried out. It
is another instance showing that the Min-
ister practically was able to over-ride
the decision of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. I can give another instance. I
have dealt so far with the question of
fixing rates, showing where the Minister
has been able to fix rates, also to re-
duce them; I have shown where he
has ratified and approved of the eon-
struction of various railwvay works, and
also where, he has given instructions that
certain proposed railway works 'vere not
to be carried out. I canl now gi ve an
instance of where the Minister has inter-
fered wvith regard to the Aixing of wages.
A short time ago I think certain men in
Oeraldton complained that they ivere not
getting a proper rate of wage. The
Commissioner of Railways decided oii
the amount of wages that should be paid
to these meci, and the scale that hie ap-
proved I t hinak was in existence about
a week or a fortnight. These men coin-
plaiiied, and the Minister I believe onl his
own, iniiative-at any rate hie approved
of it-gave instructions that the rate of
these men's wages wvas to be increased.
[Mr. T'. L. Brown: They could not get
men to take the place of the others, so
the department had to do it.] I am not
here to argue whether these decisions
on the part of the Minister were right or
wvrong I dare say they may have been
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right or they mnay have been all wrong;
but I desire to show the House that re-
peatedly we bare had instances of the
power of the Ministers to supervise and
to control these railways. I hope I have
established that fact, that hitherto we
have had a Minister who has, when he
thought fit, interfered with the railway
managemient. Having regard to the fact
that we have had Ministers who have not
retrained in cases wvhere they thought
fit to take part in the management of
railways, I think they have evidently
realised that they are responsible to a
cei tamn extent for the management of
these railways. I should like thel-House
to give consideration to that fact. Dur4-
ing- the last few months we have had
variouis reports published in the Press
made by Mr. Chinn, and I am sure the
House will agree with me that the thanks
of the House and of the general public
are due to Mri- Chinn for the valuable
information hie has given uts wvith regard
to the mainagemient of these railways.
It seems strange to mie that an outsider
like Mr. Chinn should be able to give
uts such valuable information with regard
to the cost and management of our rail-
ways, when the persons who are respon-
sible for the management of these rail-
ways do not appear to be able to do so.
There have been repeated complaints on
the part of the public about the high
rates charged for freights. I know in
my own ease I have repeatedly brought
this matter before various Ministers. For
instance take the case of the agricultural
lines which I view with considerable in-
terest. I mentioned to the Premier the
various hiigh freights and passenger rates
charged to the general public who use
these railways, and] I found that I could
get no satisfaction. I remiember very
well at the lime I was told that I was
always complaining. I quite admit that
I always have complained of the high
freights charged upon our railways, hut
unfortunately in each instance that I
complained to a Minister-I amn speaking
not only of this particular Ministry, hut
of past Administrations, Labour and
non-Labour-I was invariably met with
the reply that our Ministers had no con-
trol over our railwaysl and that it wans

the Commissioner of Railways who was
responsible. It is most unsatisfactory
that our railways should be run under
these conditions. Either our Ministers,
are responsible, or they are not respon-
sible; aiid indeed I have always tied to,
impress on the various Railway Minis-
ters since our railways have been run
under the present Railways Act, that if
they do not approve of the various
schemes and proposals miade by the Com-
missioner of Railways they should not,
like automatons, sign their approval to
the various schemies suiggested by the
Commissioner of Railwvays if they do not
approve Of them, but that it was their
duty to object to them and to bring the
matter uip before Parliantont. During
the last few years we hare had the most
extraordinary things done in that Rail-
way Department. For instance when a,
railway station, Ihiat magnificent struc-
ture, was built at Frenmantle dluring the
last few years. not so nuch under the
auspices of the present Minister, but
under at least three or fouv Ministers,
all of them when the matter was brought
before them, like helpless creatures said
that they could do nothing at all, and
allowed an enormous waste of money on
a picee of extravagance like that railway
station that has cost something like
£C40,000. [Mr. Davies: Cheap if it was
required.] I do not know that it was,
required. I am certain it was not neces-
sary to spend a huge sumi like that in
building a railwa 'y station. [Mr. T. L.
Browni: That sui. would imild a spur
railway.] I do not regard4 the building
of an expensive station as a remunera-
five piece of business.

At 6.315, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. FOUILKES (continuing) : At
the time of the adjournment I was re-
ferring to Mr. Chinn 's reports with re-
gard to our railway system. One cannot
help regretting that Mr. Chinn did not
make these reports say 12 months ago,
for if they had been made public at that
time, it would have meant a saving- to
this country of something like £100,000.
One is almost forced to regret that be baa
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not been in a position to act as Minister
for Railways daring that tfime. If he
had done so, I feel sure that this State
would hare saved something like the
amount which I hav-e mentioned. Mfin-
isters and members of this House realise
low mucih we require a large revenue in
order to carry on the Government of this
country. We have had Ministers and
many members advocating additional
taxation, and they have comnplained that
there is not sufficient mnoney to carry on
with and to meet the increasing demands
which are being miade upon the Govern-
ment. Here we have a huge business
which, it has been shown, can with care-
ful management be worked much more
inexpensively than it has been in the
past, I venture to think that if more
careful attention is paid to the working
,of the railways during the next 12
months there will not be the slightest
need of imposing fresh taxation on the
people. Mr. Chinn's reports show con-
clusively to my mind that it is not new
taxation that is required, but merely the
more careful mnanagemenit of our rail-
ways. The Premier in a speech hie muade
recently at Bunbury, admitted the fact
that the siianagenient of the railways had
cost far too much money in comparison
with what it cost to run a similar de-
partment in Queensland. He has lprac-
tically pledged himself to say that our
railways will be carried on at less ex-
pense in the future, but I would impress
upon. the Government that it will not do
to let the railways drift as regards man-
agement, and it behoves them to pay
mnore particular attention to that branch
of the service. We had it announced
in the House last week by one Min-
ister, I think the Premier, that it is
proposed to appoint a new Commissioner
of Railways, who is to be a man of
world-wide experience. I regretted to
hear him say that lie dlid not propose
that this gentlenman should commence his
duties before January 1st of next year.
That means that six months niust elapse
before the appointment is made. I
think the time has arrived] when the Gov-
emnient should take immnediate steps to
appoint a man to take charge of the de-
partment. 1 regret that they did not

think fit six or twelve mnonths ago to
make inquiries for a fit andi proper per-
.son for the position.

The Minister for Railways :What
would you pay a highly qualified man ?

Mr. FOULI(ES :If you get the right
mam, I would be agreeable to pay him
say £3,000 a year.

The Minister :In order to do that we
would have to amend the Act.

Mr. FOULKES .I would not object
to any amendment of tie Act in that
direction. I think that all parties in the
House are prepared to assist in amending
the Railways Act, as has been indicated.
'We all knew that Mr. George's time as
Commissioner would expire at the end of
June, a'id provision should have bean
made to fill that position at once. In
December of last year a Bill should have
been introduced griving power to the
Government to amend the Act iii the
direction required, such amending Act
not to take effect until July 1st of this
year. It is quite true that the Minister
gave a pledge last session, or somje time
last year, that the Government would not
take any steps with regard to app)ointing
a new Coinmnission er until Parliament
was consulted. It is easy enough to
consult Parliament and a. motion
should have been tabled last ses-
sion, whereby the feeling of this
House could have been obtainedl as to
whether they thought there should be one
or tlhree Commissioners. Unfortunately,
by waiting until Mir. George retires, a con-
siderable amount of delay has been occa-
sioned. I recognise: the fact that it will
take three or four months before we can
obtain a suitable nuia, but I would sug-
gest to the Minister for Railways that lie
should at once table a motion so as to
find out fromi the House whether they de-
sire to have one or three Commissioners
appointed. [1Mr. Bolton :Or none at
all.] As the hon. memiber says, or none
at all. The sooner that fact is ascer-
tained definitely the better. Event to-mor-
row the Minister should introduce a
motion to that effect. [The Minister for
Railways: I will bring a Bill down very
shortly,- es quickly as possible.) That is
rather vague, It is a most pressing mtat-
ter and one of the most urgent things
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that we have to attend to this session. I
would strongly urge the Minister to say
that ait anty rate next week a Bill will he
introduced, and that in the meantime he
Avill take stops to advertise in England or
anywhere else in the world he thinks fit,

ging due notice that the Oovernment of
this Country require a man to act as
Commissioner of Railways.

M1r. Taylor: You might get him an the
sp)ot.

Mr. Bolton : The Bill has not become
law yet.

Mr. FOUILKES: As to the question of
Ministerial control of the railways, I ad-
mit that the present Minister has a good
deal to attend to. He holds not only the
position of Minister for Railways, but
also that 6f Minister for Mines. This is
a most unfortunate allotment of Minis-
terial functions. There are three Depart-
ments of this State that require most par-
ticular and urgent attention ; they aire
the Mines, A griculture, and Railways,
and they are the three most important
Ministerial 1)epartments. What (10 we
find with regard to them? Two of the
mnost important ones are handed over to
the control of one Minister; these are the
Railways and the MI~ines. The post of
Minister for Mines is quite suffiieut for
any one mian to look after, and it is
impossible for him if hie wants to travel
about our mining districts, which is very
necessary, to spare time for any other
Department. He will find now that,
owing- to the North-West having de-
veloped from a mineral point of view as
it has done within the last few months,
it will be impossible for him to travel
through these districts and look after that
work properly in addition to undertaking
the control of the Railway Department.
Then there is the Agricultural Depart-
ineuL controlled by a gentleman who has
bestowed a great deal of attention to his
work. hut it is wvell known that lie unfor-
trinately* is only- able to devote three days
of time Week to it. That means that we
have one Minister and a half attending
to the three most important Departmients
of this State. [Mr. Taylor, Which is
the half ?] One Minister attends half his
time. The other Departments are not so
heavily worked. Take the Treasury.

While I quite agree that this is a vet
important Department it is not a heav'
one to attend to. We know that whei
Sir John Forrest was Premier of thi
State lie took that Department because,
suppose, hie concluded that it would] 1)
necessary to devote a great deal of timi
to the duties of Premier, and therefor
would not have time to look after a larg)
Department as wvell. [Mr. Taylor- H,
1ra1 the whole concern.] He realised, '
feel sure, that it was a light Department
Then we have the Department of the At
torney General, and all of uis know tha
this is not a heavy Department. The At
torney General is an able man, and I fee
sure that hie will agree xvith mue that hi!
duties are not particularly burdensome
[Mr, Taylo-r -, Read his speeches at KalY
goorhie, where lie said that lie had no tinv
to leave his office.] Then there is t6
Works Departmnent. I admit that than
s, a lot of work to do in that Department

and there can he no doubt that the mom
her for Fremnantle has givenl satisfactiom
in the way lie has carried out his dutie
as head of that Department. I congratu
late him mlid also the member for Memizie
(Hon. H. Greg-ory) for their success; thn
latter upon the mianner in which h
has carried out the work of thi
Mines Department; but. none can con
gratulate him or anyone else who has
held the post of Minister for Railways
for thie last three years upon any sueees
they have gained in administering tha
department. A good deal of attenitior
hias heen given to the question of land
settlement and immnigration. I would
like to call the Government's attention tc
the faict that this question of immig-ra-
Bioa is receiving the attention not only ol
this Parliamient and Government, bul
also, jiidiing froni the speeches that have
heen made by the Prime Minister and
Sir William Lysie lately, by the Federa
Parliament as well. They propose tc
give this matter their very serious con-
sideration. Sir William Lyne, judging
from the speeches he has made during
the last few years, is not particularly
favourable to the system of immigration;
but fromi the speech be made when izi
Perth a few weeks ago we can see howy
strong[y he has been impressed with the
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uccess which Canada has achieved in
tlracting inanigrants to her shores. 1
'eel certain we shall soon find that the
'ederal Government will give this matter
heir earnest attention, with the result
hat a certain volume of immigration will
owne to Australia; and it behoves us to
cc that we do not neglect to secure immi-
raiits front Great Britain and Ireland.
rudging by the recent statements of
jir William Lyne on the eve of his de-
torture fron London, lie does not seem
o consider Western Australia a good
ountry for immigrants ; therefore we
hall meet with considerable competition
rown thle Federal Government, who ap-
)ear to know very little about our agri-
ultural lands; and it will be necessary
.or us to pay even greater attention to
minnigration, otherwise we shall find that
vhatever number of immigrants do
omne to Australia they will not come to
his State, for the Federal Government
vil endeavour to see that they go East.
"'romn what I have seen in our agricul-
Ural districts we have a splendid pro-
pect before uts. I do not pose as anl
gricultural authority, but I have had
he good fortune to conmc in contact with
igreat number of agriculturists who

iave taken up lands in various parts of
lie country, and thle vast majority of
hem are most sanguine as to thle future.
L'his State has witnessed anl enormous
levclopment in agriculture and land
ettlenient generally. Of recent years
i large area of land has been taken lip,
ind during the last two years a rent ad-
-ance has been mnade in the system of
ultivation. Only a few years ago there
vere only three systems of land culti-
'ation carried on. Unlder one system the
ole idea of the farmers, more partien-
arly in the Eastern Districts, was to
rrow corn, and in the South-Western
)istricts they devoted themselves en-
irely to rinning cattle in the hush,
v-hile in the North-West they relied en-
irely upon wool-growing. During the
ast twvo years the scene has changed,
'or the people in the South-Western
old the Easteirn Districts are beginning
o see that our land is capable of grow-
iig grasses quite as good as those of
he Eastern States. A large sum of

money has been spent here in various ex-
perinients wvithi grasses. Only a few
weeks ago I met a large farner in the
Katanning District, who told mie [hat
lie w'as spending no less than V£50 in
buying a particular variety of grass-
seed. I thought this was a large sum
to expend onl one variety ;but he told
me that for the last two years he had
been experimienting with [lint grass, and
realised that it would probably be a great
success. We all know what splendid
times the Eastern States are having; and
the prosperity they enjoy is entirely
owving to the success of their farmiers and
squatters. I feel sure there is a good time
coining amongst the farmiers and other
settlers here, Of course, in some cases
there are failures, as there tust be in
every trade ; and unfortunately, some
of these men have not been able to carry
onl as we should like ; but taken as a
whle, they are most sanguine about the
future, and I must congratulate the
Minister in charge of the Agricultural
Department (Hon. J. Mitchell) onl the
successful manner in wvhich he has
carried out his ditties. The Agricultural
Bank Act, passed last session, has done
great good. [31r. Angwvin :The people
w~ill not apply for the money.] Tie
statement that peop~le do not ap~ply to
the batik foir motney shows, unfortu-
nately, that the lion. member (Ines tiot
know much of thle sutbject. The Agri-
cultural Bank is inundated to-day wvith
aplhications for loans ;the loan mioney
has been the means of starting in busi-
ness a great number of in ; atid much
credit is due to [lie Minister for intro-
ducing tlte aniending Bill. I have
nothing farther to add, except to say
that we need not be dishearteiied during
the next year or two, as I feel certain
that the State has splendid prospects,
and that all we need is niore careful
miatiagement of the Railway Department
and due attention to the mining in-
dustry.

Mr. P. COLLIER (Boulder) : In
dealing with thle motion for the adop-
tion of the Address, the first question
that occurs to me is, how have the Gor-
ernent carried out their administrative
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duties daring the parliamentary recess
We have been told during the last week
or two, both in the Press and on the
platform, that party polities should be
dropped ; in short, we have been told
we should be patriotic. Personally, if
patriotism means that wve should refrain
from criticising the administrative acts
of the Government during the recess, I
hope that not only in this House but
throughout the State there will be an
abundance of non-patriots. If we go
back to tlie close of last session, we shall
remember that the cry of the Govern-
ment was that they should be allowed to
go into recess. We were told that the
country required continuity of admini-
stration. That cry not only proceeded
from the Government, but had become
the parrot-cry of Government sup-
porters throughout the State-that the
country was languishing for sound ad-
ministration. How have the Govern-
mnent carried out the promises then
given 'I No sooner did the House ad-
journ than thle Treasurer skipped away
to the flowery land of the geisha girl,
and he stayed there for no less than
four whole monthsg ; and I can only say,
if it is possible for any manl soundly to
administer his department at such a dis-
tance, his billet must be easy indeed.
Thle only benefit the State had from him
during the whole four months was, I
believe, that thle messenger in his
department could go on the first
of each month to pay into the bank
to the Treasurer's credit a sumn of
about £83, totalling, I believe,
£E332. That is a sample of sound
administration in the Treasurer's de-
partment. [Mr. Scaddan :About Min-
isterial expenses when travelling] I1
ami not taking themi into consideration.
I have no objection to Ministers' travel-
ling about to make themselves acquainted
with the requirements of the different
portions of the State, hut I do object al-
tog~ether to Ministers' travelling to
foreign countries. (11r. Troy :He was
looking for markets.] Markets, perhaps,
for the product of some private business,
but not affecting the welfare of this
State. The next department to which I
shall refer is that controlled by the At-

torney General ; and in doing so I sa
it is my intention, notwithstanding whle
has been said by somie members on t
other (Government) side, to criticise th
administration of justice during the haw
six months in this State. I altogethe
differ from those members who say it
unfair for a member of this House t
indulge in criticism of mien who, it i
said, are not able to reply. I say I hay
been sent here, and I conisider it mny dut3
to criticise any public servant so far a
the forms of the ]House will allow me t
do so, when I consider hie is doing tha
which is inimical to the welfare of th
people, I did expect that the Attor
ney General, particularly as he had givei
close attention to his department, wonti
have effected some reform. When ilha
gentleman went to Kalgoorhie he told n
that he had been unable to accept man;
invitations to visit differenit parts of th.
State, because he found that if h.
absented himself for even one day fron
his department his work fell into arrear
On the other hand we are told by th
member for Claremont (Mir. Foulkes'
that the department of the Attorne,
General is not a very hard one to ad
inister. If that be so, I wonder boy

the other Ministers who have, for a eon
siderable portion of the recess, been ab
sent fromn their departments, have go-
along at all. I consider, with the mem
her for Murchison (M1r. Holman), thai
the manner of administering justice it
our police conrts is a crying scandal
We had an exhibition of this at Fre.
mantle, when quite recently a foreignci
who arrived on our shores, and was per.
haps unacquainted with our laws anx
language, was by the resident magistrate
sent to prison for one month withoni
having an opportunity of calling an3
witnesses or any evidence in his defence
With regard to that, a public body ir.
Fremantle, I believe, made a request thai
the magistrate should be removed, and
received a very indignant reply fromu the
Attorney General. Coming to the resi-
dent magistrate in Perth I have only thLs
to say. In the Perth police court:
throughout the timber lockout case, nc
man who sat there and listened could
come to any other conclusion than that
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-the magistrate was biased. Just as a
sample, ltie was called onl to decide
whether the occurrence in question was
a- lockout or a strike. That was the
issue placed before him. But hie went
-out of his way to comment on the action
*of a member of this House, and said that
the advice giv-en by the member for Mlur-
chbison (Mir. Holman) to the men, as to
tile quantity of work they should do for
a certain wage, was dishonest advice.
Now I contend it had nothing to do with
the magistrate whether that advice was
honest or dishonest. That it was dis-
honest I do not allow ; but assuming for
-a nionient that it was dishonest, it was
-entirety outside the magistrate's juris-
diction to comment on the fact. He had
to decide whether the stoppage of work
-was a lockout or a strike; and the speech
on which hie commented did not in any
way assist him in arriving at a decision;.
I intend to refer to a few of those magis-
trates, to show that it is time a radical
change "-as made in the composition of
our police court benches. Only last
-week a case was being tried in Kalgoor-
lie, with thle resident magistrate presidi-
ing. In that case thle manager of the
OGreat Boulder mine (Mir. Richard Hamil-
ton), and two working miniers, were
-charged with a brcach of thle Mines
RegLulation Act ; and in giving his de-
tcision thle resident ila gistratc said

"1 consider, onl the weight of evi-
dence, although Martin (one of the
working mniners) removed the men,
that he did not instruct them not to
Puss to and( from that way. He said
lie did, bitt all the workmen say that
hie did not. In this respect he was
negligent, and Fordham was injured.
I fine Martin £5. With regard to Mir.
Hamilton my opinion is that alt rea-
sonable precautions were taken to make
the place safe as soon as practicable
when it was found to be dangerous.
:1 don't see what he could do. It "'as
Mlartin who was to blamne. The charge
against Mir. Hamilton is dismissed."

"That is the kind of snobbery which should
not be expected in Courts of justice. The
two men who 'were mniners were called
Martin and Fordham, but the other de-
fendant who was the Chairmnan of thle

Chamber of Mines and thle Mlanaer of
thle GIreat Boulder Mine was called Mr.
Hamilton. That may be a very small
niatter, but it is an instance of the class
bias of those gentlemen who preside onl
the police court benches. The next niat-
ter I feel called upon to cleat with is in
connection with the department controlled
by the Colonial Secretary. And in deal-
ing- with this department in thle first lplace
I come to the attitude of the Government
in regard to thle timbter dispute. The
Colonial Secretary I believe administers
the Inspection of 'Machinery Act, or hie
is supposed to. It -was to 'mini that the
request was made that the Act should
be administered impartially. It was
brought under MEr. Connally's notice that
at Yarloop a manl was iii charge of an
electric lighting- engine w~ho had no cer-
tificate, and although anl inspector was
sent down to mnake inquiries as to the
truth of thle allegations, which were
proved to be correct, still no action was
taken. The Minister justified himself by
a section in the Act which provides that
machinery used for domiestic purposes
may be exempt from thle Act. It was an
extraordinary reading of thle Act to say
that anl electric light miachine at Yarloop
canl he construecl into a domecstic ili-
chinle because it supplies a few lights to
the town of Yarloop. A case occurred
at Jarrahidale. A man was in charge of
a machine at Jarralidale for over a fort-
night and the attention of the Minister
was called to the fact, and an inspector
was despatched there to inquire into the
truth of the statenment. Although the in-
spector reported that the facts were as
stated, the Minister declined to take any
action. We have had the Premier to-
night, and frequently members of the
Government, waxing indignant because
members in Opposition charged them
with assisting the Combine. What can
ha said of a Minister who declines in a
specifiecease like that to take action? It
proves the contention of the Opposition
that the Government all through have
shown a leaning towards the Combine.
There is another matter that occurs to me
that happened in recess. A deputation
waited onl the Colonial Secretnn- with
reference to the action taken by th~e Gov-
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erment referring to the rules of unions
in regard to political action, and the Col-
onial Secretary on that occasion gave the
most extraordinary reply I ever heard in
my life. He was asked by a member of
the deputation to point out the section
of the Act under which he had acted,
that unions could not use their funds for
political purposes, and he replied that
there is nothing iii the Act which pro-
hibits it, but that it wvas not thought of
when the Bill was going through the
House. Did not think of it 1 So pre-
suniably the Colonial Secretary took it
on himself to read that into the Act. We
have to-night had repeated by the memiber
for Claremont a remark wvhich has done
service throughout the State for many
years, and that was in reference to the
Minister for Mines. The member said
the 'Minister for Mines was the best Min-
ister that the department has ever had.
Nobody takes the views of the inem-
hcr for Claremont as being of
any value in connection with
mining ; at the same time this re-
mark has been repeated so frequently
around the banqueting table and in after-
dinner speeches by Ministers themselves,
that they are beginning to believe it is
true. During last session this House
passed an amending Mines Regulation
Act, and Section 5 of that Act regarding
the appointment of inspectors and their
duties provides that the Governor may
appoint fit and proper persons wvho have
had no less than five years' experience
in underground mining work, and have
passed an examination prescribed by the
Minister, to be inspectors of mines. I
do not know how it is, but notwithstand-
ing the fact that this Act did not come
into force until 1st June this year, six
months after the date it was passed, in
the meaiitiime the Minister for Mines
availed himself of the opportunity to
appoint two additional inspectors.

Mr. Heitmann: He made the ap-
pointment.

Mr. COLLIER: He made the ap-
pointnment which has been charged against
him, and as far as I am concerned I
firmlyV believe he delayed bringing the
Act into operation so asi to make these
app)ointmnents and evade this section in

the Act. The Minister's reply to that
charge appeared in Saturday's morning
paper, and this is what lie says :

" On February 22, 1907, applica-
tions were invited by advertisement in
the Press for two inspectors of mines,
candidates being notified that they
must give details of mining experience,
and that they would be expected to
present themselves for examination, if
thought eligible after examination of
their credentials by a board of examu-
iners. Applications closed on March
16, 1007. A board of examiners, con-
sisting of the State mining engineer,
the director of the School of Mines of
Western Australia, and inspector of
mines W. F. Greenard, was appointed
on March 18, 1907. The board met
on March 28, 1907, and considered the
applications of 62 candidates. The
two who were finally chosen were al-
ready holders of certificates ranted
after examination, one in New South
Wales, the other in England, which, in
the opinion of the board, rendered
farther written examination unneces-
sary, but both were required to come
uip for viva voce examination by the
State mnining engineer, which both
passed quite satisfactorily. The re-
quirements of Section 5 of the Mines
Regulation Act, 1906, wvere complied
with throughout, as to underground
experience and examination, notwith-
standing that the Act was not brought
into operation till June 1, 1907."1

Icontend that is a distinctly mnaccutrate
statement. The requirements of the Act
were not complied wvith. It is true that
the 'Minister states that these two gentle-
men p)assed examinations, one in New
South Wales and the other in England,
lbut what the nature of the examinations
was we are not given to know. We
know nothing at all about the examiina-
tion of the gentleman in New South
Wales, and as for the examination
passed by the gentleman in Eng-land it is
worth Very little. I have very little know-
ledge of England; but I believe there are
no great gold mines there, that mining
iii England is confined chiefly to coal
mining, and the nature of the work in
coal mines, copper mines, or tin mnines is
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so different from what it is in gold mines.
that examinations in England are value-
less as far as this country is concerned.
[Mr. Both: The other candidates did not
get a chance.] Those were the only two
called up for examination, and the Mini-
ster says, ox it says here, "they shall pass
anl examination prescribed by the
Minister." In this case it was not
anl examination prescribed by the
Minister, mnd that was evading- the
spirit and the intention of the Act.
The Act does not give the Minister
power at any time to say what the
nature of - the examination should be.
No matter hlow the Minister for Mines
may wriggle over the -matter, he abso-
lately evaded the spirit and the inten-
tion of the Act. [Mr. Johnson: He did
not get the best men.] He did
not get the best men. In this matter
members of the Government side will
bear with me a little while. Only last
session we were practically scoffed at in
endeavouring to get conditions in that
Act that would safeguard the lives of
the men engaged on the mining fields.
I am sorry to say that a large number
of members onl the Government side paid
little regard to our requests at that time.
We find that during last year there has
been an increase in the number of fatal
accidents, froml 34 to 40. That is an
increase of six over the number for 1905,
and 14 of these fatal accidents took place
onl the East Coolgardie goldffield, that is
practically on the Boulder Belt. During
1906 there were 479 serious accidents
as against 270 in 1905, and 153 in 1904;
the Minister explains these figures by
statingl that mine managers are begin-
ning to be more careful in reporting
serious accidents.

Mr. Scoddon: He said that last year,
when there were wore accidents.

Mr. COLLIER : It was a legitimate
a rgument last year, because new regula-
tions were introduced in 1905 and in the
beginning of 1906, and what was con-
sidered a serious accident in 1906 did not
constitute a serious accident in 1905; but
there has been absolutely no change in the
method of reporting accidents during the
last two years, so that explanation of the

fllinister for this- increase is not a correct
one.

Mr. Scaddan: It was stated that there
were one thousand accidents, and this was
given in reply to a question asked in the
House last year.

Mr. COLLIER: Of the 475 accidents
last year in our mines, 335 were on the
Boulder Belt. If that proves anything, it
proves there has been an insufficient numn-
ber of inspections there ; and I may tell
the House that at one period last year, in
December, there wvas only one inspec-
tor, Mr. Hudson, in charge of the
East Coolgardie Goldfield. That is
a scandalous state of affairs. Year
after year miining is becoming a
more dangerous occupation on these gold-
fields ; the mines are continually getting
deeper and the nature of the work is
becoming more dangerous, therefore
there is greater need for efficiency in the
matter of inspection ; bilt in spite of
that, one manl was left in charge of a
whole district like Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der during one month last year. The
State Mining Enlgineer admits that the
inspectors do not inspect the mines more
than once in three months. An inspec-
tion of that nature is a fatrce and of no
value whatever. While we are unable to
give sufficient money to pay for inspec-
tors: I notice that only yesterday a depu-
tation from the Chamber of Mines
waited onl the Colonial Secretary and onl
the Minister for Mines-by the way it
was a secret deputation, and it is extraor-
dinary that whenever a deputation from
the Chamber of Mines wishes to inter-
view the 'Minister, it is done quietly, no
one knowing anything about it, but if
any member from the Opposition side of
the House wishes to take a deputation
to a Minister, it must be done publicly
and the Press admitted. Both these
deputations waited on the Colonial Sec-
retary and the Minister for Mines on
Monday. [Mfr. Scaddan : It was a
private matter.] I have a fair idea of
their request, that increased police pro-
tection should be given to the goldfields to
cope with the gold stealing, and I have no
doubt their request was gr-anted. There
was a paragraph in one of the news-
papers last week, that it was the inten-
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lion of the authorities to double the
detective force onl the gold fields. But
while money canl be found for doubling
the detective staff and for safeguarding
these wealthy mines, no money can be
found for doubling the staff of our
inspectors, a matter of much greater
importance to my mind. Showing that
the inspections were wholly inadequate,
I need only say that during the whole of
last year there were only nine prosecu-
tions for breaches of the Mines Regi-
lation Act. I venture to say that I
could walk over the Golden Mfile any day
in the year anda point out where the Act
is heing evaded in more cases than nine.
Three of these breaches took place in
Kalgoorlie; one being thle prosecution of
a manager for allowing a sand dump
to be worked in an unsafe manner,
whereby onl'e of the workmen lost his
life - and he was actually fined £E2 and
£3 1s. costs. That is the value of the
workman's life. When fines of that
nature are imposed, it makes no differ-
ence whether the managers arc prose-
cuted or not. We have been told by the
Premier that dining his trip to Brisbane,
which he elaims was absolutely necessary
in the interests of the State, he was sur-
piised at the unfederal spirit shown by
the representatives of the different States
at. that conference. The Premier states
that at the Brisbane conference a shibbo-
leth was almost universal, " What was
best for myn State ! ' I say that the
opinionsi expressed at that conference,
and the feelings of those constituting the
conference, are no guide to the feelings
of thle people of the Eastern States. If
there was an unfederal feeling shown by
thle different delegates at that confer-
ence, it does not show that Western Auis-
tralia will not get a fair deal when the
inatters affecting her interests are
threshed out in the Fcderal Parliament;
and that is just the reason wvhy I hold
that the Premier's trip to Brisbane was
absolutely a farce, because no matter
what decisions -were arrived at by that
conference, they had no binding effect
whatever, they could only be in the nature
of suggestions, which the members of the
Federal Parliament may reject with
scorn, if they choose, when these come

before them. That being so, a gathering
of Premiers in any portion of the Corn-
nionwesith to deal with matters which
a Federal Parliament alone has the right
to decide is an absolute waste of time.

The Premier: Why did the Federal
Government, as represented by the Trea-
surer, ask the Premiers to discuss the
questions?

Mr. COLLIER: I am not prepared
to say why a gentleman like the Federal
Treasurer should ask anything. All I
can say is that the Federal Treasurer
does not represent the federal feeling of
any portion of Western Australia; not
of my portion at any rate, nor practi-
cally that of any constituency iii this
State. We were told by the Premier, in
his speech at Bunbury, that the State
has practically tuned the corner, that
we are on the high road to prosperity
again. The Premier became quite poeti-
cal and talked about "thle tide of fortune
bringing us on- to prosperity." He said
that with careful administration of thle
finances this was going to be brought
about. Nobody would accuse the Pre-
nuer of being humlorous or in any way
sarcastic, but I am inclined to think that
the Premier was inclined to be sarcastic
in regard to the Tireasurer when lie said
that with careful administration of the
finances the State would be onl the high
road to prosperity. If we turn to the
principal industry of the State we find
that the prosperity the Premier speaks
about does not exist, We are informed
in the Governor's Speech that mining
development during the past year has
progressed most successfully. It seems
to me that Governors' Speeches will
shortly become famous for inaccurate
statements; because if we look at the
facts we will find that it is not so. Last
year our gold yield decreased to the ex-
tent of 100,769 ounces. [ Mr. Hudson:
Dividends kept up.] That is another
matter. Not only in gold, hut there
was a decrease in the value of minerals
to the extent of £5804190. It has been
said that the decrease in the gold yield
amiounts to very little after all, because
it has perhaps been brought about by the
decreased production of one or two
minies; but looking over the whole of
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the State we find that it is not so, be-
cause iii 1906 there were forty-eight
producing mines less than there were in
190.5, while leases also decreased. We
find that in 1906 the leases ini force de-
creased, as compared with the previous
year, by 296 with an acreage of 2,903.
That shows, if it shows anything, that
the tendency of our ruining industry is,
as it hias been for sonic years past, in
a decreasing direction; and it is not to
be wondered at if we look at the report
of the Mines Department and see the
amount the Government spent last year
in assisting prospectors. It has been
the stock argument of the Minister for
Mines that it is the policy of the Gov-
ermnent to at all hazards assist the
prospectors; and that cry has been
taken up by members on the Government
side of the House representing farming
constituencies who have not perhaps
taken sufficient interest in the subject to
know that the statement is not correct.
We find according to the report that in
the whole of the year the amount spent
nder the M1ines Development Act of

1L902 amounted to £16,904 only, and there
were one or two questionable items in-
cluded in it. such as water supply for
Bulong, £2,500 and other items. I bold
that if our mining industry is to be main-
tained a considerably larger sum than
that must be spent every year. It is
ridiculous to expect that we are going
to develop our outback goldfields by the
expenditure of a paltry sum of that
kind. Double that amount is very often
spent on same spur railway in
the bush which is not going to pay
working expenses to my mind for
many years to come. It is the duty
of this State, in order to find
mines which are going to take the place
of our niines that are fast working out,
to spend at least £50,000 a year in as-
sisting prospectors to open up new gold-
fields. If that is not done, in my opinion
there is a serious future before the win-
ing industry of this State. The Premier
of course in his optimism relies on the
farming industry to pull the State
tbrough. He boasts that last year we
succeeded in inducing 883 immigrants
to immigrate to this State. Why, I say

that our immigration policy is becoming
the laughing-stock of the world. We
have bureaus in London, bureaus at Pit-
mantle, and immigration bureaus at Mel-
bourne. It will be hard for a tourist
shortly to go auywhere but he will strike
lip against a Western Australian immi-
gration bureau with a staff of officers.
(Mr. Cordon: What do we want better
than that?]l If we could only exchange
the lion, member for some of the immi-
grants I should say they would he wel-
conic. But does it pay its to go to all
this expense for lecturers in the old coun-
try, and offlcers of that kind, and bureaus
in order to gain an addition of 883 dur-
ing the year? [hMr. Bath: We did not
gain that number.] We did not gain
that number. That is the number that
arrived in the State;, but I have no doubt
a considerably larger number left our
shores. While we are chasing round
after these immigrants and using the tax-
payers' money to get them, men who
have been here for the last 10 or 12
years helping to develop the State are
leaving our: shores and going hack to the
East. It only needs a wise policy on the
part of the Government to get all the
immigration required without this forced
system of inimigration. New Zealand
has increased her population duing the
last 10 or 12 years. The arrivals over
departures there have been something
like 50,000; but N~ew Zealand did not
gain all that population by these frantic
efforts of agents, lecturers and bureaus
scattered all over the world. She adopt-
ed a wise policy of legislation and the
people drifted there naturally, just as
population will drift, like water down
lill, while there are inducements to go
to a country. No money spent on forced
iummigration wilt be a success if the con-
ditions in the country will not allow the
people, when they arrive here, or those
already in the State, to earn a decent
living. It is just like putting water into
a sieve; put it in at the top and it nins
out again at the bottom. Our land settle-
went policy has been boomed a good deal
lately, and the other night the Premier
claimed that it did not matter whether
those who were taking up our land were
residing on it or not, so long as the land
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was being worked. I say that it mat-
ters a great deal indeed. It is distinctly
unfair to a man who takes tip land under
the nion-residential conditions that others
should take it up under the residential
conditions on better terms and be allow-
ed to evade the conditions. That has
been going on for years in the State. I
.pointed out some time ago where men
who took up land years ago tinder resi-
dential conditions have not been comply-
ing- with the Act; and no attempt has
been made to compel them to do so. I
know of men on our goldfields who took
uip land under the residential conditions,
who have never been near their land and
have no intention of going near it. I
have no desire to prevent their taking up
land, but let them do it under clauses of
the Act which will allow tbetn to reside
wherever they like. Whenever it comes
to a gentleman's privilege to deliver a
policy speech we generally have a budget
of figures regarding the wealth of the
coutntry. We are told how rich our mkin-
ing resources are, how rich our agricul-
ttiral resources are, and our pastoral in-
dlittry; but it app ears to me that the
wealth of a country does not depend uip-
on tlie total wealth of these different in-
dustries. If we look round this State
we have to ask ourselves who owns this
wealth ? It is not a matter of the total
wealth of our mining industry, or any
other industry, but it is a matter of how
that wealth is distributed and who owns
t. 'We certainly have one of the richest

sold-muining countries in the wvorld; but
'who owns our gold mines, and where
does all the wealth of them got Except
that which is paid in wages, every penny
made is going out year by year- Last
year our mining industry paid dividends
to the extent of £1,994,000, prac-
ticully just under two, millions.
The value of the gold output in 1896
amounted to £1,168,000, in 1906 it had
risen to £7,623,000, and in that time we
])aid a total in dividends of about
£1-5,750,000. I ask any lion, member what
have we as an asset for all this? We
have nothing but a smiall hole in the

ponand in a few short years whten
the wealthy mines are worked otit-and it
is no tise disguising the fact that the

richest mines are being worked out rapid-
ly-we shall have merely the satisfaction
of knowing that the mining industry has
produced gold to the value of £10,000,000
or £80,000,000. That will be of very little
use to the people who will be left here and
who will have to pay the interest and
sinking fund on the various works of
the State carried out while the mining
industry was in a "boomu" period. It
seems to me that we are living in a
fool's paradise, It is the duty of the
people in this State to get a far greater
share of that wealth than they are doing
at the present time. We are obtaining
n1ow ierely a beggarly sum of about
£95,000 a year from the dividend tax;
that is wholly inadequate considering the
vast rate at which the mines are being
worked oat. It is the duty of the
Government to take at least double that
amount, or say £250,000, froni those
dividends, and set the sum aside in
order to assist prospectors and perhaps
thereby discover some mines which will
take the place of those which are being
worked out. The proposal of the Gov-

erment with regard to the subsidising of
the cattle kings in the INorthi-West seemis
to me a highly unfair one to the tax-
payers of this State. The Governor's
Speech referring to the pastoral indus-
try' states:-"Magnificent as have heen
the developments in the pastoral inluis-
tir during the past ten years the pre-
sent season is confidently expected to
eclipse all previous records." If this
statement be true, why cannot these gen-
tlemen provide their own freezing
works? [Mr. Dolton :So they would if
they were left alone.] I believe they
would. The Minister for Works when
speaking a fortniight ago told his audi-
ence that what they had to fighlt was
socialism ; the so-called anti-socialistic
Govern ment is always harping upon the
socialism of the Labour party. What
we on this side of the House have to
fight is the iniquitous brand of socialism
p~ropoumnded by the Governmtent. There
is socialism for the cattle kings, also fur
the farmers in the direction of getciung
advances fromt the Agricultural Bank,
dairying experts, purchase of cows, pigs
and lambs, and all that sort of thing,
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and we have an expert travelling round the
world trying to discover parasites. (M1r.
Angwin.: He should have zone to the
Treasury.) Yes, he is going on the
wrong road. This same brand of social-
isnm is providing rabbit-proof fences for
the squatters in theNorth-West; but the
question is where is the socialism for the
peoplel While all this money is being
given to these wealthy magnates, these
,Combines and these monopolists, where is
the money for the people? And where is
it proposed to set aside any sum for those
people who have to earn their own living?'
There is not one penny of assistance for
them, and the monopolists will he enablod
to get their talons on the throats of the
people. The Minister for Works said
that, in connection with the establishment
of these freezing works in the Far
North, regulations will he introduced to
safeguard the interests of the s-all
pastoralists. I have had experience of
regulations in connection with wood lines
on the goldfields, and I would like to askc
the Minister for Mines how are we
to expect that thre Government will en-
force regulations when they refuse to en-
force an Act of Praliamient with regard
to the Timber Combine? It is imposing
upon the credulity of the people to say
that the regulations will lie of any effect.
With rearmd to the regulations for the
haulage of firewood and other requisites
of the mines on the fields, my experience
is that they are not worth twopence. I
know of wood companies on the fields
which to-day are charging 100 per cent.
over and above that charged by the Gov-
ernment. Tile Treasurer need not look
surprised, for it is an absolute fact, and
this is being done with the consent of
the members of the Government. Ap-
parently they think it is a. fair increase
to allow a private individual to obtain
100 per cent. ahove that charged by the
State, and in face of that they express
some surprise that State enterprises are
not paying. As to the proposal for the
reform of the Legislative Council I have
little faith in the sincerity of the Govern-
ment in carrying it out. Last session we
were told that it was the intention of the
Government to reduce the franchise for
the Legislative Council, and the Attorney

(11)

General, in is pre-rninistenial days, we.
to 1Kalgoorlie and told in audience there
that, whoever was in powe, the first
measure to be brought forvard must be
one for the reduction of, the franchise
of the Legislative Council. In his
dramatic fashion lie said that a Govern-
ment which neglected to carry that out
would find there was a terrible awakening,
for them in the future. Throughout th e
long session last year no effort was made
by that gentlemian to bring the ,nattter for-
ward. It is true lie brought up-I be-
lieve two days before the end of the
session-a Bill dealing with the question.
[3ir. Bolton: One day.] Yes, it was one
(lay. In trying to explain his attitude
a few weeks ago in Kalgoorlie, the At-
torney General said that lie was unable
to bring the Bill forward earlier as lie
had not sufficient time owing to the un-
due amount of criticism indulged in by
members of the Opposition. We spent
weeks and weeks of our time, and wasted
it, on " tin-pot " Bills such as the Police
Offences Bill, Second-hand flealers Bill,
and the Bills of Sale Act Amendment
Bill, aind one would imagine that a
measure which the Attorney General
thought was of. such vital importance
would have been brought forwvard, and
that at all haizards we should have been
2iven an opportunity of dealing with it.
However, when we comle to consider (ihe
reason which was g-iven for not intro-
ducing it, perhaps we will be able to ir,-
derstand why the Attorney General
acted as he did. He stated that it was
necessary for a measure of that kind to
tie on the table of the House of Com-
mons for 18 months before it became
law. [Tie Treasurer :Ohi, no.] That
is the statement he made, but I do not
knowv if it is a fact or not. He said it
was necessary that any measure for the
altering of the constitution would take
i8 nionths before it could become law,
and that it had to remain one session on
the table of the House of Commons.
[The Minister for ]lines :They do not
have a session of 18 months.] The hon.
member kniows what I said, and lie will
admit that if lie be honest. What I said
was that the Attorney General stated it
would take 18 months for the Bill to
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beciure law., seeig that it had to lie for
one session on the table of the House of
Coninions ; at all events if that is not
the statement I made it is the one I wish
to mnake. Perhaps in view of the fact
that we are to bare elections for the
Legislative Council next year the Govern-
went thought it wise that this amend-
ment should not operate at that time. I
would like to know why the Government

pooea £15 franchise What virtue
is there in £15? 1 am quite unable to un-
derstand why the qualification should be
that sum any, more than that it should be
£25. If a property qualification is justi-
fied at all, £25 is equally justifiable as £15.
If the Government arc honest in their in-
tention to bring about a reformn in the
Legislative Council, they should abolish
the property qualification altogether.
The Attorney General's somersaults in
this matter are in keeping with a good
many of his other actions since entering
p~olitical life. When a candidate he said
hie believed in a land tax without any
exemptions whatever. He is absolutely
opposed to the expenditure of loaw funds
on a rabbit-proof fence, and he suggested
that if there wvere no other way of raising
funds, the squatter should be mnade to
pay, He was also at that time a strong
advocate of the Esperance railway; now
lie has gone over to those who, hie pre-
viously claimed, were responsible for the
cenltralIisation policy which had taken
place in Perth. It seems to me that
what a parliamentary candidate proposes,
a portfolio disposes of. The point that
shows uip the Government in its true
tte~ierosity is that in regard to electoral
reformn which provides for preferential
voting. I do not know nmuch about the
systenm of preferential voting myself, not
having had any experience of it; but, as
usual, the Attorney General knows all
about it, and in explaining the matter to
.an audience at Kalgoorlie hie said:

"The effect of preferential voting
would be hostile as a general rule to
a Government majority. For that
reason the question had always been
dropped by any party in power. The
party who were in power were quite
content as a general rule to remain
sufferers in office. However, they

oiught to muake an attempt to dis-
sociate themselves from being swayeL[
by personal motives or personal ends.
When an Opposition were weak it was
a dangerous position of affairs for the
country."

It appears from what he said that while
all other Governments in the different
States have been afraid to tackle this
question, as it would mean increasing
the strength of thie Opposition, it is left
for the present generous Government,.
who are so solicitous for the welfare of
the Opposition, to bring in a measure of
this kind in Western Australia, and so
tend to strengthen their ranks. [Mr.
Bath: Do you rememnber' how he advised
as to how the new mecasure would worktj
He stated that nder proportional repre-
sentation the Government could never
hope to have a majority of an exorbitant
nature. [Mr. Bath: Read the illustra-
tion.] It is unnecessary to give the
illustration now, it is too childish. Just
imagine the generosity of the Government
in bringing in a measure to strengthen
our ranks! Perhaps hie was remember-
ing that the Opposition are likely to-
appear after the next general elections
in a different guise; and his generosity
therefore niay not be quite so great-
The proposed amndment of the Arhitra-
tion Act has been mnuch in evidence, and
with it I am quite unable to agree. 'We
arc told it is proposed to appoint as re-
presentatives of the employers and the
employees men who are experts in the
different callings in question. Now if
the Arbitration Act has failed anywhere,
it has failed because the Presidents of
the Court have not been experts in the
callings dealt with). While I agree. it
is highly desirable to have as representa-
tires of each side men who have an ex-
pert kniowledge of the trade on which
they are to adjudicate. I say it is more-
desirable that we should have as Presi-
dent of the Court one with an expert
knowledge of the trade; and so long as
we have as President a Supreme Court
Judge, so long will the court be a failure.
The failure results not from any short-
comings of the President, hut because it
is imupussible for any mian whose environ-
niemit has been set apart altogether from
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the industries onl which he has to ad-
.judicate to give 6ntisfaetory decisions.
It is impossible for a man who has prac-
tised law all his life, and w~ho has per-
hops very little knoirledge of commercial
and industrial matters, to grasp
thoroughly the intricacies of the different
industries which come before bin for
consideration ; and for that reason I
hold there is greater necessity for alter-
ing the personnael of the President than
for changing the representatives of the
enployer and employee.

Mr. Bath: The great trouble is the
legal restrictions the court places on its
Own jurisdiction.

31L. COLLIER: That is so. Before I
sit clown it is my duty to refer to one
matter mentioned the other night by the
mnemiber for Murchison (Mr. 'Holmnan);
the action of the Attorney General in
releasing- a persoin on the goldflelds, imn-
pnisoned in what is known as the sweated
sovereignis ease. I do not wish to dis-
-cuss the details of the ease; but in jus-
tice to the Attorney General, I, as one
who knows the whole of the cireuni-
.stances, and knows thle fresh evidence
Siat was tplaced before him, must say he
was absolutely justified in his action.
Nobody will say for a moment that I
biold a brief for the Attorney General;
.but I do say that the man released, of
the three imprisoned, was one whom the
Attorney*% General did not know, and who
had never lived in the Minister's district,
11cr did thle Attorney General know any
of that mnan's frien~ds; and one of the
-men not released is one wvhomn, I believe .
the M1inister does know personally, hie
having been a resident of the Minister's
eletorate. Therefore, as one who knows
the whole of the facts, I say that thle
Attorney General's action is perfectly
justified. A word as to the referenc
wade last week by the member for Perth
41Mr. H. Brown) to the Opposition. The
hon. meniber. like a good Many Outside
thle House, believes that hie hurls some
sort of an insult ait otlher members wheri
hie describes us- ais agitators. Speaking
for myself I say that the epithet con-
xevs no insult to m~e, nor to any other
moan who knows anything of the istory

-o human progress; for throughout the

centuries the men who have been de-
scribed as agitators have been responsible
for the progress of the human race; and
in every age the Browns of the day have
sneered at those men as agitators. Every
milestone along' the path of progress and
advancement has been erected by the
work of agitators; and it is because of
their work that men like the member for
Perth are able to enjoy the privileges
wvhich they enjoy to-day.

Mr. W. T. EDDY (Coolgardie) : With
other members who have spoken, I de-
sire to congratulate you, sir, on 'your
again presiding over this Assembly, and
also to express ily loyalty to our Sove-
reignl, quoting the words in his Excel-
lency's Speech, which mean, I take it,
our loyalty to the positions we hold as
representatives of the people of this
State, a part of this great Commonwealth,
which is no small part of the Empire.
Although nmany of the speeches in
this debate have been charged with
grreat quantities of defamatory matter
and other harsh statements, it is pleasiuiz
after all to know that the best of good
hiu1nour has so far prevailed, and I hope
that the sanie good feeling will exist to
the end of the session. [Mr. Taylor
1)o not throw down the apple of dis-
cord.] The member interjeeting moved]
recently an amtendment to secure anearly
hour of sitting, and spoke of the times we
had last session, when the ]House sat till
the early hours of the morning listening
to his long speeches. The "hear, hears"
that camie from the Opposition benches.
were, I hope, genuine when the Premier
remarked that lie hoped we should not
indulge iii any. early-hoar sittings this
session. Strong accusations- have been
hurled somewhat broadcast, and it is
pleasing that they have all been accepted
with very good grace. It seems to ine
that the privilege of Parliament gives
members g-reat freedom, almost too tauell.
It is a case of "'I'l have a drink with

'oii in the Corridor, but will give you fits
from niy seat in Par-liament.? This mnay
hec all right at times, but it is a question
whether a member may not go too Lar'.
That, however. is just by the xvav. and
after all is a maiter for ourselves and
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our electors to' determine. The bill of
fare presented by the Government must
certainly be classed as bounteous, and of
the 25 paragraphs contained in -the
Governor's Speech I intend to touch only
on two or three which I think are of
greatest importance, and probably on
two or three other questions that may
not appear in the Speech at all. I must
congratulate the Premier, who I think
should be congratulated all round, on the
attention given to the mining industry.
[Labour Aiembers :Oh !] Notwith-
standing the interjections and the laugh-
ter of the Opposition, T say that no Gov-
ernment since the commencement of
Parliament in Western Australia have
given mnore attention to the great mining
industry than have the Mdoore Govern-
nment. Notwithstanding- the harsh re-
marks made about the present Minister
for MKines (Hon. H. Gregor-y), the de-
partiiieut could not be in more capable
hands than his. To carry out the duties
appertaining to his important office is
no easy task ini this vast State ; and the
manner in which the Minister has tackled
his work is worthy of commendation.
le (lescribed his last " jaunt." as mnem-
bet's opposite call it, to the Nor'-West
as a holiday, a fine and instructive holi-
day. I call it no holiday hut a hard.
task, involving rough travelling throughb
hundreds of miles of dry country, camp-
ingl out early and late-a mode of travel-
ling very different from that practised
in other States where accommodation is
much better and more easily obtained.
I call it no holiday, and I know of iio
man in this Parliament who could or
would do the all-round hard work the
Minister has dlone, and then class it as a
holiday. The financial load which the
State has to bear is felt by the mining
as by other industries. We notice that
during last year a loss of £500 has been
made on the public batteries; this against
a profit of £2,000 for the previous year,
showing the necessity for most careful
and economic administration. Although
many of us adv-ocated the reduction of
battery charges, wye cannot blame the
M1inister for not acceding to every re-
quest made at all times and from all
parts of the State. 'We must also con-

gratulate the Minister on many of his
lprojects which have turned out fairly
p rofita ble. I wiill ref er first to the slines
plants, of which we have in this State
only two ; one at Mluffine and the other-
at Norseman. The departmental esti-
mate for the erection of the slimes plant
at Korsenian was £2,500. The Minister,
thinking the estimate mnuch too high, or-
dered that the work should be done by
private people, and they erected the
plant for £1,700. [Hr. Scaddan :You.
aic well informed.] It is quite true, and
you will have an opportunity of refut-
ing- any statement T make. [Air. Scud-
dan :Have you any doubt about your
own statement 9] None whatever. And
again, after a, month's test of the slimes
plant at Norseman, the treatment work
was carried out at a cost of 6s. 6d. peir
ton against a cost of l0s. 6id, at Afulline-
The Minister must also be praised for
his intention to introduce light batteries?
small plants that can be cheaply removed
from place to place ;, for after all,
the cartage of ore is one of the greatest
reducers of value, and retards the pro-
gress of the industry. The intention of
the Government to erect small plants
and to test values is certainly to be
highly commended. The question of
water supply is one of the most imnpor-
taut affecting the mining industry, and
it is satisfactory to know of the good
work done during the last year or two.
I shall now refer to one or two schemes:
first, the splendid supply provided at
MfeekatharrTa, in the district of the mewu-
her for Murchison (Mn. Holmnan),
where an expenditure of £C10,000 has en-
abled. the water to be taken right into
the town, a distance, I believe, of about
nine miles ; and yet the bon. member
states that the Government have done
nothing. Also at Leonora, in the eon-
stituiency of another Oppositionist (Mir.
Stuart) a splendid supply has been pro-
vided for the town and mines, at a cost
of £16,000 or £C17,000 ; and yet we are
told that the Government have done
nothing. Again, at Haven sthorpe, in
Air. Hudson's electorate, several large
dlams have been provided at a cost of
£8,500, and at Norseman the mines have
been provided with nater at a cost of

FASSEBIBLY.]L Fifth day.



AddessinI? pi: [6 uLY 107. fth day. 257

£12,000 '.yet iight along the line mnem-
hers opposite arise to tell its that the
Government have done nothing. Again,
in the Yilgarn electorate, represented by
Mr, Hot-an, a good water supply has
been provided ; and in addition a sum
of £10,000 has been spent in shallow
boring in various mining- districts, and
200ft. of wells ; yet we are told that the
Government have done nothing. I am
only mentioning a few of these works.
On (lie otlier hand 1 submit that the
Mlinister for Mines has too nuch power,
that it is a mistake the M1inister should
have the right to forfeit a man's claini,
as lie can do, if the man happens to be
away f rom work for a day. At the
samie time, care should be taken to pre-
vent shepherding. We should insist on
all mining -areas being utilised ; hut the
conditions should be miore secure. It is
wrong that the Minister or the Govern-
nient should have power to alter cove-
nants :the conditions should be more
clear in the Act itself. The Mnsr
and the Government may be congratu-
lated on the p~art they have taken in
initiating and opening up that great
stock route which is going to mean such a
lot to the goldfields. It will be the means
of bringing cheap mecat to the goldfields,
also opening up the pastoral fields there
where fortunately water can he obtained
at. a shallow depth. This will mean
cheaper meat for the people, and will
give great impetus and encouragement to
the ining industry and be of great as-
sistance to the prospector. I strongly
urge a big reduction in the carriage of
mining timber and other commodities
that are supplied to the people on the
goldfields. Every facility should be
given, notwithstanding what we hare
heard here, for the encouragement of
capital. It is to the interests of our
State and the goldfields to give capital
all the encouragement we can ; and I
venture to state that in Western Auts-
tralia we have enough low-grade proposi-
tions to gi ve employment to all those now
out Of work. I am just going to quote
one little instance. which is a record
for Western Australia-I refer to
thle output last month at Lyndsay's in
Coolgardie ; and this is a startler

as.1 showing ' what can ho done.
Fifteen men put out 1,450 tons for a
yield of 111 ounces odd, averaging just
a fraction over l 2dwvts. to the ton. They
paid £25 for hire of battery; £19 Ss.
royalty; £E20 for water and £07 for fire-
wuool aiut haulage; and these men maizde
wvages on a fraction over 1'/2 dwts. to the
ton. These were the tributers at Lyad-
say's. WVith economy and carefulneIss
in thle introduction of capital we do not
know what may happen in Western Atus-
tralia in tile future. Juist before I droLp
the remarks about thle mining industry
Iwish to say we should give every facility

we can to the prospector and at all
hazards keep up the standard of the
workers and their wages. Now a word
or two as to our railways. In addition
to the praise and commtendation that are
due to the Ministry in connection with
this matter, had our Premier been a lazy
stay-at-home kind of Premier, would we
have had the Norseman Railway! I think
not. The Premier was determined to see
for himself, and he went; and now the
railway is in course of construction.
Ditto the Raveosthiorpe line, which will
mean a great thing for the southern part
of the State. Now we are to have Tile
Mt. -Magnet Railway, and the Port fled-
land line is to come. All these railways
are inl the electorates of my friends in'
Opposition, and yet we find them getting
up, one by one. and telling the House zand
the people of the State that the Govern-
inent have done nothing. In reference
to the railway tariff I submit we should
have cheaper carriage for mining mia-
ehinery, mining timlber and mining 'ire-
wood, also for firewood for household
purposes. We find on the fields the wood
is getting cut out for miles arouind, and it
is veyen ecessary for household purposes
to allow thle railway rates and charges
for the carriage of firewood, as well as
for other things I have mentioned, to be
considerably lowered. There is one oilier
mnatter as to railway chiarges-and this
was mentioned by the memhiner for
Greenough (Mr. Stone)-as to sandal-
wvood. It is a crying shamie that the
charge for sandalwood, which is carried
on the hack train journey, should stand
at such an exorbitant price. I have an

Address-in-Reply: [16 Jury, 1907.]



258 Address-in-Reply: ASML..~i ly

illustration here. Produce, flour, and
stuff of that description are taken from
Freman tie to Laverton for a charge of
£.1 .12s. per ton-very- cheap, too cherip
almjost iii comparisoni with other things,
whereas sandalwood2 which thle poor
fellows in the huish haive to cut, pays £C3
and £C4 per toin for carriage to Fremnantle.
The whole railway tariff requires revis-
ing. The present railway hook needs
burning or burying. I say without hesi-
tation, and as a commnercial maii, that
I protest against the rates charged, rn4
that our tariff book is an abortion. No
one understands it, not even the men on
the railways, and not even the Conimis-
.sioner himself. I just waiti to give two
or three figures sho-wing the charges
people on the goldfields are payinlg for
their commltodi ties. Flour, wheat, produce
etc., are taken uip to L~averton at a cost of
£1 12s. Third-class goods-there are so
many classes in thle book-tea and other
household requisites have to pay £11 Is.
7d. per ton-a mnatter of 700 per cenit.
onl the previous charge I hav-e mentioned.
This is preposterous. Then again, kero-
senie, is Another item I would like to
mention. The people's light has to pay
£7 5s. 6d. as against £1 12s.-an extra
charge of between four- hundred and five
hundred per cent. Ani S-ton truck of one
class of goods costs £12 16s., while anl
S-ton truck of another class costs £-58 4s.,

while there is the same work, the same
handling, the same haulageC. It is muon-
strous. Of course the cheap rate is done
-to assist the farmers. We want to as-
sist the farmers, we wish them all luck
and prosperity:' bitt such contrasts as
these are unfair to thle people onl the
gol~dfields,' who do not wat to be rubbed
to this extenit. I hope some g-reat change
in the tariff is made, and that quickly.
The tariff charg,-es Should he made clear
and understandable. As to the railways.
a word or two about the Comnmissioner-
ship. I think thiis work c-an be done
with our own mien in the State. I say
r-ive them a chance. If out oF a staff of
6,000 mnen in tine State we cannot find
aniongst them a number-one. Iwo or three
ais thle Vase m1a ,vN bc-In 1112 our railways,
thenr it wouild be a wvise tiing to sack
the lot of themn. M1.r. George has gone.

I do niot think he shouild ever have been
appointed ; that is niy candid opinion,
because 1 submit we want a ian with
railway experience. At thie sanie lime,
I say Mr. George was a hard-wcrkina,
conscientious nian ; and I believe now- that
a lot of the excellent work lie lies done
will be appreciated. There are Just two
o -r three other muatters here-andt I ami
going to mention one that is nut inl the
Governor's Speech at all. The miember
for Murchison (Mr. Holmna) ini his re-
mnarks spoke of the sweating that, existedi
in ouir State, and said it wasi on [Hie in-
Crease. The committee of inquiry last
year, the Swveating Committee, slhowved
that the condition of the workers in the
factories of our State conipatd fovour-
ably indeed, if not better than, thuose of
the other States aud ill Other parts of the
world. [2Mr, Angwvin- That is not say-
ing much.] Probably So; but we are
leascd after all to find out that the

alanning statements were not altogether
ais true as they were exaggerated from
sonic quarters. But this is not the point
I want to touch onl. Sonic of the evi-
dence. which was elicited during that in-
quiry was not published. And perhaps a
hint here niay be accepted as not out of
place from oar seats in Parlient. We
were told-and the evidence we were re-
ceiving was given with the very best of
itention and is supposed to be true-

we were told that a great percentage
of the dresses worn by many earning
smal wvages -were, moore expensive than
mlost wvages. indicated. I an) mentiounig
this in thle hope that it is nlot true anld
perhaps as a warning to our girls, and
more particuilarly to thie lparents of those
girls, because 1 think myself that the
parents are after all most to blame. We
found during that inqury that out gzirls
were not receivinig that domnes-tic t raininig
which wvould hefit themi later for the cont-
duclt Of future mfonies aS niot1luS anld
wives. 'We find in the evidence. that it is
true that in the city of Perth people
wvere sending away to distant pa irts of
(he world for doniestic sen atits. This is
210 credit to us at all. Sonic mlention hasl,
been made ini the Gover-nor's Speh if

Sectirimilg 1ore- protection furl inifanlt life.
But a note of warigmay help and as-
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s4,4 thos5e ment and women who arc work-
ing hard to keep up the moral standard,
which may~ stave off the necessity for the
pr( t et ion mieniouned. In reference to
Federution, this was touched on;- in fact
tlie Premier himself classed it as an incu-
buts, because at present we are not getting
oo fair- anl income from thle Comminon-

wealth. I believe the timie is not
far distant when this State will be
the Edenl of the Commonwealth. The
revenue of Western Australia in
1900 was £2,875,000, and it had
risen to £3,972,000 in 1906-that in
sptife of the cessation of all inter-State
customs duities:. The population increased
fromi 170.000 to 259,000; the savings bank
deposits from £1,112,000 to £1,734,000;
bank deposits f ruin £4,300,000 odd to
£5,550,000;, bank assets from £C5,742,000
to £7,519,000, and so on. Then again in
1000, .309.000 aceres wvere alienated;. in
1061,3151.000 acres were alienated; and so
on, I mention these figures to show that
Federation has af ter all only shaken us to
otis senses: it has stirred us to action and
now we are going right ahead. We have
produced inl gold and mnerals values to
thie amount of £73,000,000, and -over
£70,000,'000 represents gold alone. Last
year thle valule of ouir gold outpu.nt was
£C7,633,749, nearly half the gold produc-
tion of Aiistralasia and double that of
Victoria, while our mining industries
allone in Western Auistralia have enm-
ployed 10,4'20 mien. I have been at all
times and always will he-notwitlistand-
ing that the member for Swan is looking
so hard at me-an advocate of Federa-
tion, and( will never regret the step we
have taken. We can be kept back
hut a little long-er. The prosperous
timnes elsewhere from good seasons have
kept them boomiing;, we have had a lean
time in Western Australia-; but I submit
that we are just now feeling our feet and
establishing a foundation. Those who
are leading will soon be back to their
field while this State I think will romp
jine the easiest of winners. Those are
lie few questions I intended to touch

upon; but in reference to the gentlemen
who have spoken from the opposite side
of the House, it is only fair I suppose
after all to deal out a little criticisuv. We

on the Government side get it, and I
hope members opposite will give me
the samne privilege of criticising thenm.
The Leader of the Opposition throughout
his speech put the worst possible con-
struction that he could onl the affairs of
the whole State to our detriment. [Mr.
Bolton- The Premier complimented him.]
I do not care what the Premier said; I
am giving my opinion. Instead of help-
ing and keeping up our reputation the
hon. memtber's speech, so far as the in-
terests of this State are concerned, was
most damning. Every wrong, every oc-
currence in the State he putts down to
and blames on the Government-the poor
Government. His remarks about the
Treasurer waiting and hoping for rich
men to die were altogether sacrilegious
and absolutely rude. The hon. member
made mention of that £60,000 odd that
we might have gained had a land tax
been carried through. -We were told
that this loss was occasioned because we
did not meet in the February session.
We all know that this question was tun-
animiously agreed to in this House. It
was not the fault of this Chamber that
we lost the £60,000.

Mr. Bolton: Yes it was. We were
offered the passage of the Bill without
exemptions, but we would not accept
that.

Mr. EDDY: That niqy have been a
gag. The chances are that had we carried
the Bill without exeniptions it would
have met with the same fate. A general
election over the matter would have cost
thousands of pounds, and mtemnbers
would probably have lost their little hits,
while the members of the Legislative
Council would gladly have sat hack on
a box-seat and smiledl, while we were
fightiing and receiving all tMe kicks and
cuffs. I submit that the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition in regard to
mining questions were altogether wild
and irrelevant. He started to tell a
talc about some people floating a coin-
Pany with two or three thousand l)ounds,
and after a few drinks, tossing up
whether tliey would go east or west.
Those are the tales one hecars in the Cor-
ridors or in the bar parlours. All the
failings were laid by the hon. member
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at the door of the Government with ref-
erence to mining. But the lhon. member
was a member of a Ministry that lasted
for 10 months. I ask him where were
the noble efforts he put forward? With
reference to his remarks about the meat
industry and freezing -works I am going
to have very little to say, because it is
a question that members should consider
when we are confronted with some more
facts. The scheme is a proposal I
presume to place into prominence
the northern part of the State, and not
allow it to be dormant as it has been for
years past. We find that our Opposi-
tion friends blame this Government from
one end to the other, but af ter all we have
never heard one remedy suggested. The
matte]' of electoral reform is also one
which will need a great deal of grave
consideration when it comes before the
Honse. We speak and know of the bad
state of affairs in elections here, hut it
is not as bad as affairs in the East.
Over there, during the last election
affairs were something deplorable. I
believe that when all the evidence and all
the -facts- are brought before the Chamber
we can frame an Electoral Act that will
be beneficial nd of good to us. I hope
if the Attorney General does not bring
it forward, one iiatter will be brought
before the House--in fact if it be by no
one else I will myself bring it forward.
1 refer to the matter of compulsory vot-
ing ;I believe it would be a step in the
right direction. The Leader of the Op-
position accused the Premier in refer-
ence to the trill to the East, and stated
that it was a wrong action for the
Premnier and Attorney General to take
the trip. When I heard the hon. mem-
ber speaking- I thought he was perhaps
a little jealous because of all the treat-
ment he himself received last year. I
maintain that it is quite right that our
Premier should go to these conferences
and take up the cudgels onl behalf of
the State. I can hardly understand why
the member for Pilbarra should stand sip
and abuse the Government in the way he
did, considering the great interest his
electorate has received. The Govern-
ment should have received his very best
thanks and congratulationis. [M11r. U11-

derwood -I gave them.] If the hons.
member (lid not feel that way, he should
certainly have had that courtesy on be-
half of his constituents. The member
for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) spoke very
harshly about the members on the Trea-
silly bench going into recess to attend
to their administration work, and I con-
sider that he also, with the member for
Pilbarra, should have thanked the Min-
istry. [Hr. Underwood .You cannot
boy us with a railway.] The lion. mein-
ber has not got his railway yet. The
memiber for Mt. Magnet spoke of the
Premier and his Ministers jaunting
through the country. I do not know that
the proposition of the railway would
have been as far forward as it is if the
Premier had not gone into that district.
[Several interjections.] Certainly the
hon. member approved of the railway,
hut very mildly indeed. He qualified
his thanks very much. I venture to say
anyhlow that the courtesy of ackno~y-
ledigment will lie extended to the
Premier and the present Government by
the majority of the lion, member's con-
stituents. The Government have been
blamed all over again in reg-ard to the
timber trouble. They have had abuse,
they have been accused, but ais in other
instances there have been no suggestions
of remedy. Probably had the Premier
and Ministers been as officious as other
gentlemen they might have been doing
time to-day; probably they might have
been in gaol. On the other hand, it was
just a matter of feeding up the devil's
brigade a [a the legal profession, who
have made such a good thling out of the
late strike. I do not wish to say much
about this strike. Perhaps the less
said-[AXr. Taylor -You are treading
on dangerous ground.] The member for
Mt. M1agnet spoke also about members on
this side of the House not coining back
again if there was a general election. I
ami quite satisfied that an immediate elec-
tion would not be very welcome to any
members. It is hardly possible that
the whole of the continual abuse
showered by the hon. members opposite
meets with the favour of the majority
of the hon. members' constituents. Soe
day members oppiosite will find that the
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stmiplieity of their constituents is niot to
be played onl for ever. I do not wish to
take tip any cudgels oii behalf of the
Press. but the remarks hurled about re-
garding- the Press by the Opposition were
altogether unfair and undeserved. [Mrt.
Taylor : Why did you not deal with
that question when it was before
the House ]I only desire to make
this point :it would be dangerous,
the Press would be a power no
longer, it it adopted die lines stie-
gested by hon. ntetabers opposite.
(31r. Underwood: To teUl the truth!]
There is just another little matter I have
noted here. When we were in recess
I found ot-I am going to jienlioi
filaes so that mnembers will not say I
anti unfair-that the members for Aft.
Magnet and Murchison, and 'Mr. Pearce,
a ineniher of the Federal Senate, prob-
ably -well-meaning mien to -Whom I give
credit for a lot, dluring the last six months
in niany of the out parts of the State
vhere there wvas no Press, dealt out their

unfair stuff to zneibers-.
Mr. Holman: Where was this?
Mr. EDDY: At Meekatharra and. Black

Range. I van tell you all about it wh'Ien
I get into the Corridors.

_A1r. Angii: Were you ther&-

Mlr. EDDY: No. I Will tell you h1ow
I know. The member for Mlt. MlagnIet
attacked mc in a mnost uinfair and uni-
nil v mianner. and I have die satisfac-
tionl of knowing that hie had to apologise
to a friend of mline before the mneeting
was over, That is how I know. In re-
ference to the Arbitration Court, about
which so much has been said, Mr. Justice
Burnside, who presides over thie court,
was strong-ly advocated for by lion. iernt
bers onl the other side. Then again 'Mr,
Roe, who has been so nmch abused in
thle course of this debate! was also wanted
for the position when the Chief Justice
left it. Both these gentlemen are now
most abused men. _ ur. Hohonan said in
his speech that hie never made a state-
ment hie could not qualify. [Mlember:
He did not sa 'y that.] Well, that he
nevier made a statemient hie couldlint
substantiate. It is well knowvn there is
no0 mlember of this: Assemibly who has

het comupelled to make more apologies.
andI Withdrawals than he has.

31r. liohna: On a point of order, I
ask the member to withdraw. I have
niever apologised to any ieniber, because
the statements I have made are abso-
luitely true. The statement just miade
1). thle 110n. Member is incorrect.

Mr. Speaker: The lion. inember mLust
withld raw,. tinder the regnilations. of this
11') LI 0.

Mr. Edd'&y: I withdraw the wo rd
"plg"it I anL wrong, but I. -will sub-

sllitue "withdrawal" for it. The lion.
iiiember has made several witbdrawals-

-Mr. I-f oliaan : Again I ask for it
to be withdrawn. The onily withdrawals
I have made are those in order to eon-
formo with the Standing- Orders.

Mr. Speaker: The lion. memiber takes
exception to the word "withdrawal;" so
the hon. member for Coolgardie must
withdraw that word.

Mr. Eddy: I withdraw it if lhe takeis
exception to it, bitt at. the samne lime
trothi will stand.

Mr. EDDY (continui-ig) :The hon.
memiber dhs,) spk on. the qtuestion of
the paymennt of increased salaries to memi-
bers, and ai~id it wa imiposiblu for then
to meet all the demands for travelling,
postages, andI teleg-Lims. I, quite agree.
that the salaries do niot conponisato for
the work cdone, bust we must be very
caireful in dealing with any qutestiont a6S
to the State 1paying inciners' expemnses.
An example of that is provided by Senator
Pearce, who, during his first terra as a
member of the Flederal Legislatture, spent
the sumn of £70 expenses, postages, And
telegramsq. [Mfr. Scaddan £16Et.) Cti

tor Vuearce was the cause of costig the
Commonwealth £70. [AMr. Hijuacrd :
Did thie Conlinonwealtli ray that I] Yes.
The member for Botulder matte several
accusations inl the course of his remarks,
and stated thalt dlifferent justice was dealt
out to chifrant sections of the cominility.
That ii all btinkuzni, and. stich statements
will, I sin sue, not find favour with the
genieral public oif this State. [M~r. Collier:
I do not Care ; they are tRe.] P1erhaps&

Adilress-in-Reply : [16 JULY, 1907.)



*262 Addreas-in-Reply: [ASSEMBLY.] FzfMk day.

in speaking of the agricuilturists I have
hoei Somewhlat severe in the coinments
I have iaLe, but I congratulate the
ag ricultural industry uipon thle progress
wvhich is being Made, at d give Credit to
the lHonorary Mfinister wrho has done
sici excllnt wvork. I am glad to refer
to the progress made in Coolgardie, and
to informl thle I-ba'se that the Hamilton
I >Iaing ComINay are- br-inging tovvr 300
or 400 cattle to thoui, land in the Cool-
garthe (litrieL. T he climatic conditions
are, gutting very mnuch butter ia hi
.State. [Jfr. Taqilor : How mutch country
have the Hamplton Plains Company got i]
I (10 not know what is the area. It is
pleasing to know that we have grass
country on thle goldfields, thanks to tile
splendid seasons we have had during the
past year or two. In conclusiout, I would
congratulate other Ministers for the hard
work they have done, and[ tile olicient
inianuor in which their dtitiiis have been
carried out. T1)1 Honiorary Minister has
done splendfid Organisation work ; and
the agricultural industry in this State
has had ain awakenting. Victoria's
prosperity is due to thle (birying industry
there, and I hope and believe that thle
enormious imports Wich We nlow receive
in this State will be nunised year by
year, and that large exports will take
their place. Tho hion. member for Katan-
ning spoke of tile buoyancy which exists
now, and I hope that his p)rophecy of
success andl prosperity in the future will
coins. true. The Attorney General and
the Minister for Mines have carried out
their duties excellently, their offices have
been well conducted, and new mulon to
the position of Ministers as they were,
I submait that they ha3ve done well.
The Mfinister for Education has been
criticised extensively, but I ami quite sure
that hie is well able to look after himself.
I ara very pleased to have had tins oppor-
tuinity of making a few remuarks ;I thank
hion. members all round Tor their indul-
gence, and I again hope that we may have
at good, prosperous, and successful session.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. C. A. HUDSON (flUndas): I con-
gratulate the inember for Coolgardie on

the multiplicity of Iris congratulations.
i-ic sems to hare Showered timi quite
indiscrimiinartely, ats far as Ilis o wn side

of the [House is concrned. [Thme if in ister
for Woarks : 1-le did not give you at bono-
(diction.] Ali, but hie looked towardIs tile
every Rowv and then, ant ihe conveyed by
his appearance his intention to p~ass tile
compliments as %%vel. I fully appreciate
that intentionl Without their accomplizlh-
nient. The last speaker showered his
congratulationts especialty uponl the
Minister for Mines. Ile gave uts some
information regarding thle managemwent
and administration of that (departmencht
that was quite Startling. HeI scemed to
know all the details of the working ofn
that department, what this cost and what
that cost, and I have come to tme con-
clusion that the hion. member hats; been
sleeping on the door mat of the Minister's
office. [Mr. Eddy : Thely are all] in the
books.] T1he only alternative is that lie
had his brief prepared for him by another
lion. member. Hle praised the MisriStUr
for \lines so wrell and so capably that tine
latter must feel at good deal larger in his
position than hie ever did before. H-ow-
ever, he was only following in thle footsteps
of the Minister for Works, who spoke
the other nighit in at particularly comi-
ciliatory spirit of himself and the metmbers
of the Ministry and of the great work
they had done for cthe State while J'arlia-
miert was in recess. 1Ie also spoke in
high praise of the works which the 0ev-
erm ent were going to do. 'The attitude
of the members of the Uovernment during
this debate clearly shLows to thle country,
and certainly it has (lone so to this Sidr
of the H-ouse, that the GJovernument were
in a dilemma. Trey know their position
in the Country, and resdised that Some
attitu(de would have to be adopted by themt
in the course Of this debate in order tit
conciliate the Opposition if they possibly
could. I hope thle Minister for Works
will not see any necessity during the course
of my remarks to say anything ntasty, or

lie wilSpoil that ingenious Spirit Of har-
miony thle Golvernmlenit have adopted
during the course of this (Lebate. LThe
Mfinister for Works : Iliere is no inten-
tion on the part Of alLYOne to WCoilialte
yot.] I think the Minister is now de-
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parting from hi, concfilory attitude by
waking these personal observations.
Wiclh regar'd to his Making conciliatory
statements as to myself. I will informn
thle M~inister that lie 'a thle last aln in
this I louse I would ask to be conciiated
by-, I do not appreciate a compliment
fr~om him, and I do not expect one. Of
the Govrnment memibers who have
addressed tile F-ouse, only Mr. Eddy spoke
iii a pleasing and cornplimentary way
wih regard to thea aclrninistracion oif the
(:over~nment, Other memnbers spoke in
a very differenat strain. For instaraco. the
member for Greenouigh brought rhoe
Ministry severely to task for what they
had done, and for what they had left
undone, lie did riot Ucosire so much to
criticisge what they hrad done but rather
what they proposed to do, Lecause he saw
the folly of tile actions; that they suggested
to tako. lie (Ud not show himself to be
a4 staunch supporter of the Government,
but was rather a candid, critic of themn.
lie ah~o showed very clearly that he had
devoted a good dleal of his time during
recess to the consideraion arid prepara-
tion of is speech. It was evident 'that
hie had thought the matter carefully out
aLnd has illustrated by his remarks to this
Houtse thle fact that hoe has realy adopted
tlie platforrm of the Labour Party. It
seemis to me that lie andl some uw-

oil the Covernment side of the Douse,
who have spoken during this debate,
should cease their support; of the -Mother
Gloose' Glovernmuent with a " pantoniijuw''
policy. I an) not referring to them as
such, without there being some justifica-
tion for the expression, as is evidenced
by their attitude with regard to the
finances and the proposed session in
February. We were told by the Colonial
TIreasurer that thle finances of the Ntate
were drifting. [The Treasurer : When
did I1 say that thle finances were dirift-
ing ?J You said that owing to Federa-
tion we were going to have less revenule
in the future than we had hadi in tl-e last,
and thle general tone of the financial
debates last session was that we were
going to recive less from tie Common-
weath sources. [The Treasurer : Surely
that is not driftig.] If you consult the

dictioiiar3 - you ;vill find whavt thle word
driftinmg means. In the course of rho
Address which His Excellency presented
to l'arharnurit onl the day of prorogation
hie paid :

"My Amlviers regret exceedingly that
y"our ILWonomrralle [louse did no0V see
fit to pass the Land Tax Assessmnent
1B111, as8 they rte Convinced that it is
absolutely n ces.1sa ry t hat addit ional
nevenuro should be obtained through
this mlediumt of tax;'tion.. .. ..
As noy Advisqers9 amre of opinion that
farther eorisidertdion should be gii en
to thme qvestion 14 taxation at as early
a dare asupossible, it has5 been deemedL
advisabic to held anothmer session in
the ear.ily f~art of next y'ear, arid I there-
fore nowv prorogue this Palrliallent to
Frida%,: the first day of February,
1907 ."1
Mir. JolInsom :'Ihete 'was a caucus

meeting alter that.
Mir. HUDSON : Aix lion. member,

speaking with regard to tire Treasurer,
said that that Minister had not too much
work to do, and that the arrangement of
portfolios should have placed the Premier
in the position of Treasurer. He did
not say that itiwas only owing to 6he deci-
sion Of Caucus that the present Treasuier
did tnt hold the position of Premier of
this State. Thle Treasurer was respon-
sible for the statement which had been
made with regard to the shrinkinfg of
the revenue owing to Federation;- and
even if the (Jover4nment were sincere at
that tihme in the stat~nmenta they put
into the mouth of the Governor when
delivering his address at prorogation,
they showed their insincerity immediately
afterwvards. What excuse did they allege
for not holding that sessibm in February ?
They told us it was necessary to raise a stu ni
of £60,000 or £70,000 to meet the interest
on loan account, and for other purposes.
Why did they not caui us together to

provide for that II think they were
absolutely insincere;- and I say, as Sir
John Forrest said with tears in his eyes
when fighting his federal campaign,
" The past should be an index of the
future. Well, if we are to apply that to
the present Government, we masy safely
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say that as regards the finances, the
index of the past, if taken as an index of
the future, shc~ws that the country will
not have a very .good tine. r[The
Treasurer : Tell us what you would do.]I
The Treasurer asks what I should do.
I say I should -have him put under
medical o"servation, and see if we could
find a serttm which would cure the sleep-
ing sickness. The Treasurer interr-upted
me when I was speaking of the drift in
the finances. In February. 'when it
was decided that thie special session
should not be held, the Treasurer told
the country that the State finances were
looking better; but he did not say that
the rents were coining in from the public
lands and from the mines, and that the
licensing fees were being paid for the
year; he did not disclose the fact that
there was an inflation of revenue over
expenditure for ihose particular months,
-which inflation would not recur; and I
say that in withholding these facts he
misled the country into believing in a
state of affairs which was nonex-
istent. [Tire Treasurer: . \jt~months?]

January and February of this year.
W\hen it was decided in the mind of the
Government that they would not hold
the special session, they then put this
idea before the people of the State. There
are several other matters which I wish to
mention to-night, but I do not intend to
-discuss them exhaustively. The first is
the Premi er's visit to Queensland to
attend the Premiers' Conference. I amn
one of those who believe firmlty in Feder-
ation. I agree wv th the memiber for
Coolgar'e (Mi. Eddy) that there ;s no
need for all this talk about secession ;
that we have found out our true position,
and that we should put our shoulders to
the wheel in the endeavour to place the
finances of the State in at sound position
anid to develop its resources. If the
internal. afll'irs of the State had been in
order, there Would have been nothing
wrong w ith the visit of our Premier to
Queensland; but it strikes me as signifi-
cant that daring the absence of the
T reasurer, the Premier anid th0 Attorney
0General should go to Qucenshind. Why
did the Akttorney General go to Queens-
hand ? Is not that at conundrum which

needIs an answer 7 Was it that the
Pr-emier could not be trusted by himiiself I

The Treasurer : Whyi did the ILead-r
of the Opposition go withi inl last yeatr(

Mir. HUI)DSON : EBecause it %va prac-
tically wrranged by both sides of the
House thalt thle lnirlianfientairy session
shlLd be continued dur-ing your absence,
and that no advanitage uf it should be:
taken.

3Mr. Scaddan.: And the ]-eader of the
Opposition wats speciAly invited.

Mr. ]-VUDSON: lie was. Were the
Attorneys General of the ether S tates
asked to go I

The Treasurer;. Yes. Three of themi
were there.

Mr. HUDSON: There was one Attor-
ney Gerneral of another State. 'Ti::t
shows what reliance can he placed on
the statement of thle 'Treasurer. One
Attorney General who went was acting
as Premier of one of the States.

The Treasurer : Arid was nut tihe Attor-
ney General of Victoria there, anti the
Attorney General of South Australia '

Mn1r IHUDSON : I do net say hie wa.s
not. -.1 wa.-s not theroz. He1 may33 have
acted in a double capacity, but hie dlid
not gt with the Premier-.

Mr. Scaddan : The Premier and
Treasurer of South Australia was there.

Mr. HUDSON: I tde not wish to dis-
turb the harmiony of '.thib debate. It
would be very unkind of ine to frustrate
the delightful policy of the Government,
so I shiall niot farther discuss Lhese mnatters.
'The railway construction polic y has fre-
quently been mentioned during the de-
bate, and 1 congratulateo thle Govern-
merit on. buildig railways for tile tie-
velopient riot Only of the agricultural
but Of thle mineral r-esources Of theP S'tare.
I wish to mnake at few observations rc-
gardinig the Method Of conIstruLction, and
as to whether the c;onstruction should
be done by contract or (lone depart-
mentally. 'The ques.-tion. presents itself to
miiij this light. 'The Minister for Works
(I-on. .1. Pr-ice) is, I take it, somewhat
prejudi(cd against thre principle of de-
rairtne4rrtaLl construtctioni. 'The other night
in this debate lie congra.tlated himself
in the usaal manner of the Governent
on having succussfuily carried out tio-
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-partmientally thle work of constructing
-agrietditural riilwaiYS. [Tihe Mtiister for
W,srks: I congratulated the officers of
the department.] As representative of
the officers he congratulated them.
But let uts take, for instance, the
construction of tise railway from I-ope-
toun to Ravensthorpe, a. work tha
maty wvell be undertaken innmediately
by the departmient, so that its construc-
-tion may be hastened. It should be
hastened for the business reason that the
sooner it is commenced the sooner will
.there be a return. If the (leveramient
will at once undertake thle work, they
will, as soonl as thle line has been laid
for a few miles, be earning reveue.
IThey must have engines there an(I trucks
for the construction of theo line, whoever
constructs it; but whly should not tihe
Government have the benefit of the
,carriage of goods and of passengers?
They jould do that quite easily ; and
to the construction of th0, Coolgardie-
Widgeinilthia section oif the -Norsemtan
railway thle same reimark applies, and
miore particularly because the timiber in
that aiktrict mnight be thle more1- easily

,arid1 readily conserved. The Governilent
should have the benefit of the return
froin the carriage of timber .6long that
line. Certainly thle Premier states that
he0 has reserved several m1iles Onl either
-side Of thle route ; but an army of in-
sr~ector's Would be needed to prevent tile
contractors from cutting the timber along
thle lineo for their own use.

The Min isler [or I1"Orks : Do you not
think thle contractor considlers that in
fixing his price I

MNr. HUDSON : fdo not think lie does,
to tile extent that the Government; could
allow for. I do not think that the prin-

ciple applies to the saine degree. Tkite
Government should proceed to make. their
charges ats soon as a few miles of railway
have been constructed. 'Jhey would have
the carriage of thle timber, and other
advantages which thle contractor would
nut enjoy. Tfhe contractor, for instance,
would not be able to take the timber
quite so far as the Government might
take it on their Own line. 'I'llat is a
suggestion which I strongly commend
to the consideration of the Minister for

W~orks :the construction deprniontallvy
of the Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe railway
and the remainder of the Coolgardie-
-Nerpennan radilway. Tle importance of
land settlement ini this State seems to rue
to Overtop all other qUestionIs; for if the
settlement of the ]and be successfully
effected now%, it will mnean more to this
State in thle futttre than anything else.
Much more time might be devoted to ti's
consideraion of this, qvustion and the
statement ini the Governor's Spech that
so inny conditional purchase leases have
been taken up is somewhat misleading.
I think it is misleading viwhen it is takers
to mean that the holders of these leases
have settled upon the land. I am stating
this as a warning only, ])ot Itn criticism
of the efforts of the Government to settle
people on the land, but to obviate any
dummying, to obviate the accumulation
of such large estates as have been built
lip ini the past. I have reason lor giving
that warning, I hope it will be taken
sariously, and that the evil likelv to
arise wvill be at least mitigated. [
do not propose to enter to-night int
the question of the Mines Department,
but I would make an appeal to thelinisrer
for Mines (H-on. 1-1. Gregory) that when
his Estimates come before us this session
he will not brinlg them in at midnight
and so deprive ius of the opportunjity of
eriticisinglhis administration or of givinig
himi from this side of the House such
assistance as we are capable of affording.
I hope the same advice will be taken by
the Minister for EdAucation (11 on. .
Wilson), but I refer particularly to the
Minister for Mines. L~uring last session
his Estimates we're introduced at midnight,
and there was tie opportunity given Cfor
their proper discussion, or for dealing
wvith the industry as it should be dealt
with, and as I hope it will be dealt with
during the present session. 'I he same
remark applies to the various kills
promised in the Speech. TVhere seemis to
be plenty of them, and 1 hope we shall
have time to give them proper considera-
tiors before they are forced through the
house. Certainly we spent much tie
last session in discussing the Phdie
Uffences Bill, which is of some interest
to us now, inasmuch as the Attorney
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G eneral, who fought so hard for it last
year, who seemed to regard it as his pet
measure, has now consigned it to the
tender mercies of the Legislative Council.
I hope the Government will soon bring
in their land tax proposals, for it is up
to them to do so at the earliest possible
date. If they are sincerei their intention
to impose a land tax in order to put our
finances straight, it is their duty to bring
in the Bill as quickly as possible, and
thus to carry out what they profess to
desire.

Onl motion by Mr.2 Laymaii, debate
adjourned.

PERSONAL E XPLANATION.
Mr. Troy as to Mr. Eddy.

Mr. M. H-. TJROY (Mt. Magnet) :Onl
a question of privilege, I wish to mnake
a personal explanation, and ] hope the

louse will remain until the member for
('oolgardie (Mr. Eddy) resumes his seat.
I told him that I intended to raise this
question, and asked him to remai n.
and another member has gone out
to ask him to be present. While 1
was absent from the 1-ouse the lion.
member spoke, and in the course of his
speech said that he had heard that whilst
at Black Range lastyear I maldea cowardly
and unmanly attack on him, and that to
the close of liy speech I apologised at
a friend of his there, who had since in-
formed him of the occurrence. Iwish
to say here that I do not remember to
have ever mentioned Mr. Eddy's name
at Black Range. Certainly in this House
I have never deemed the member for
Coolgardie (Mr Eddy) sufficiently im-
portant to bother about, and if I have
ever criticised any member of the Govern-
inent in my constituency, I have criticised
the Ministry, and that honestly and cour-
teously. I give the statement of the
member for Coolgardie anl emphatic de-
nial. I emtphatically deny that 1 ever
made such a statement, and if the lion.
member comes into the House again and
makes a statement about me I hope he will
bring forward the letter which his friend
wrote to him and give some other proof
than his mere statement, If I had been

in the Rouse when the statement wvag
made [ should have denied it, and
I take this first oppirtuinity of denying
it emphatically. i ask for aI' withldrawal
of the statement.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I canl
only ask the lion. member to withdraw.

Mr. EDDY:]I wish to say that probably
the hion. memiber does ;lot remember
what he did say. but he did mention
my name and the information I have
I quite believe, and he attackelirue cowvard-
ly when I was not in a position to defend
mlyself; still 1 had a friend there who
stood up for me.

Mr. &addcvn Did lie apologise to
your friendI

Mr. EDDY: Yes.
Mr. TROY: I ask for a withdrawal'

of the statement, and I insist onl it. I
ask for an absolute withdrawal.

Mr. DEPUTfY SPEAKER : The hion.
member has declared that the statement
made by the member for Coolgardie is-
incorrect. I think the member will accept
his statement and not repeat the remark.

Mr. EDDY: Even if I withdraw, I
still may be correct in my statement.
If You advise me to withdraw, I shall
do so.

Air. Troy: 1 insist oil it.
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKE? : The hon.

nuqnaber must accept the denial of the-
member for Mfount Mlagnet.

Mr. EDDY: if I must accept his
denial and withdraw, I do so ; but at anl
early date I shhall prove my case to the
mein her's satisfaction.

Mr. Troy: I accept that.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at four minutes.

past 10 o'clock, until the next day. ,


