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the Opposition; and if we were not in
Opposition and they were, we should
perhaps put the matter to rights. Then
aguin, it is felt pretty strongly on this
side of the House that the prosecutions
during the timber trouble were largely
influenced by the Government. And
when that is rightly or wrongly our belief,
how is it possible for us to work band-in-
hand with Ministers? So many little
things of this sort crop up during recess,
that it is not easy for us to amalga-
mate. It is very easy for some
public men to advocate that course,
very easy for some orpanisations,
because, fortunately or unfortunately,
they are of very swall dimensions, like
the organisation of the gentleman 1 have
wentioned, who combines the funections
of leader, whip, premier and secretary.
His is not now an important party, or
one that is felt in Australia. It would
not do for the Opposition to agree alto-
gether with the Government; because
the Opposition bave for several months
been trying to get Parliament to meet to
do some business, and at the same time
the business of the Ministerialists has
been to dodge Parliament. I wonder
whether it would be possible to keep
Parliament from meeting until the end
of the year, or a fow duys earlier., Was
the idea to shorten the session, thinking
it would extend till the end of December
no matter when we met? The Whip
(Mr. Gordon) says “my word:” and I
expect he knows. He is in the confi-
dence of the Government, and ought to
know. We believe there should possibly
be a longer session, not longer sitiings
but a longer session; and we believe
that if Parlisment could bave mmet earlier,
some proposed works could have been
sooner put in hand. Therefore we do
not wish to see time wasted after Parlia-
ment opens. And while we admit that
any remarks on the Address-in-Reply are
not a waste of time, we believe that if
Parliament had met earlier the time
given to the Address-in-Eeply would now
have elapsed, and more good would have
resulted from that than from the visit of
our representatives to Queensland. I
have occupied more time than 1 originally
intended ; and if there are items to which
I have not referred, I shall have ample

opportunity to do so in fulure, so T will
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reserve my rewarks, with the promise
that I have made to refer to the dock,

On motion by Mr. Gordon, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at nine minutes
past 10 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 16th July, 1907.

Supply Mes Pag}:
upply =1 . U
Peﬂ,otml Erplﬁntionn :
Mr. Holman na to dfr. H. Brown . 224
Fremier a8 to Timber Combine and hig alleged
Iuterest ... . <]
Premier ns to Austrnlisns Returmed from
South Afrien ...
Premier ng to Inwmigrant Scandinavians, how
brought to West Australia .,
Mr. Troy as to Mr. Eddy ...
Privilege : Press Reports, Mr. Holman's Urgency
Motion as to ‘' Contempt ™ ...
Questions: Railway Crossing, Fremantle Wharves
Works done at Derby, Expenses claimed
Foctories nnd Woges Boards ...
Titles Office, Retired Commiggioner ...
Debate : Address-in-Reply, fifth day

BEBREE 88 3§

The SPEAKEL took the Chair at $.30
o'cleck p.m.

Prayers,

SUPPLY —MESSAGE.

Message from the Governor reeeived
and read, recommending appropriation
out of Consolidated Revenue and Loan
Funds of the sum of £6329,303 for the
services of the year ending June 30,
1908.
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PAPERS PRESEKRTED.

By the Premier: 1, By-laws of the
Municipalities of Coolgardie and Leeder-
ville; 2, Agricultural Land Purchase Aci
—Regulations; 3, Cemeteries Act—By-
laws and Balance sheets of various
Boards; 4, Land Aet—Timber, Guano,
and other Regulations.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
My, Holman as to Mr. H. Brown.
Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): I desire

1o make an explanation with regard to
a certain statement I made in the House
last Thursday when I referred to the
wemher for Perth as being the secretary
of a gas company. He has informed me
that he has never held that position, and
I withdraw the statement, The remarks
I made were as follow:—"He is the paid
secretary for any position he can get,
and those positions range from secre-
tary of a building society, secretary of
a ericket asseciation, and secretary of a
gas company or a roads board.” As the
member for Perth informs me that he
has not held the position of secretary of
a gas company and says he has never
done so, T wish this part of my speech
to be deleted.

PRIVILEGE—PRESS REPORTS.

Urgency Motion as to Contempt.’
Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): I desire

to rise on a question of privilege. I am
sorry indeed that I have te do so, but
I think it is incumbent on members of
the Assembly when they have reason to
call on this House for protection, to
adopt the only eourse that can be fol-
lowed, and that is to bring the matter
hefore the House. I intend to move
under Standing Order 139, which reads
as follows :—

“Any member complaining to the
House of a statement in a newspaper
as a hreach of privilege, shall produce
a copy of the paper containing the
statement in question, and be prepared
to give the name of the printer or pub-
lisher, and also submit a substantive
motion declaring the person in ques-
tion to have heen guilty of contempt.”

[ASSEMBLY.]
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I will show the House exactly what it is:
I complain of, and I will read certain
extracts from newspapers to which I take:
strong exception. The references I ¢om-
plain of refer to the remarks I made in
ilre House on Thursday last, and I am
sure that those membhers who heard me:
speak will bear me out in the explanation.
I have to give with regard to the matter.
What I desire to take exception to is the
report which appeared in the Morning
Herald of Friday, July 12th, and which
deals with that portion of my speech in
which reference is made to the Judges of
the Supreme Court. The report in the
Morning Herald is as fotlpws:— :
“The Speaker called the hon. member
to order, and said he must not reflect
on the character of the Judges.
“Mr. Holman: I am not reflecting
against the Judges.
“Mr. Foulkes: Then whom?
“Mr. Holman: I am referring to
the magistrates,

“The Speaker said it was necessary
that he should draw the attention of
the House to some reference that had
heen made to the fact that he had pre-
viously acted too generously towards
the hon, member. He wventured to
differ from that view. He gave the
hon. member every latitude, but he did
not think he had exceeded it, although
Lhe had at times sailed pretty close to
the wind. He quoied from May to
show that Judges of the Supreme Court
were among those against whom reflec-
tions could not he cast. He mentioned
that, and hoped that the hon. member
would not exceed the privilege he pos-
sessed.”

During my speech, and in faet in any
speech that I have delivered in this Cham-
ber, T never for one moment reflected
upon the character of any Judges. I re-
cognise the position they hold, and in my
opinion the position of Judges should be
sacred seeing that they are standing be-
tween the rights of the people and the
Throne itself. They are there for our
protection, and if we eriticise them we
eriticise the bulwarks of the nation. I
also desire fo take exception to a report
whieh appeared in the Coolgardie Miner
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of the same date, and which states as fol-
lows :(—
“Speaking on the Address-in-Reply,

Mr. Holman, referring to the timber

industry, adversely eriticised the
Judges, and was rebuked by the
Speaker, who read an extract from
May toshow that a Judge was amongst
thase against whom no reflection
could be made.
I will leave it to you, Mr. Speaker, or
any other member whether I for a
moment eriticised or made a remark of
any kind against any of our Judges. In
the “Personal” column of to-day’s Morn-
ing Herald there is a paragraph which to
the mind of the writer may seem a sort
of withdrawal of the Herald’s remarks ;
but in my opinion it only makes those
remarks much worse. The paragraph
is as follows :—

“During the debate in the Assembly
on  Thursday evening,
took occasion te warn the member for
the Murehison that he must not re-
fleet on the Judges. Mr. Holman
protesied that be was not reflecting on
the Judges ; and the Speaker veplied
that it had been intimated to him that
he has previounsly acted too generously
to ‘one hon. rmember’ in this connection,
By a tvpographical error this appear-
ed in the Herald parliamentary reports
as ‘the hon. member! The Speaker
was - evidently referring not to M
Holman but to the member for Mount
Magnet (Mr. Troy), whose remarks on
the previous day he criticised as ‘sail-
ing pretty close to the wind,” though
not in his opinion exceeding allowable
latitude.”

I take it upon me to say that youw, sir,
during the remarks you made, did not
refer at all to me as a member. Your
remarks referred to the whole of the
members of this Chamber, and not to any
one individual ; and T think that here we
have a gross breach of privilege and
contempt of the members of this House,
when any newspaper singles out one
member for eriticism which is not de-
served. I may say, speaking of the
same reports, that last vear, on more
than one occasion, in both newspapers 1
have mentioned, T was ecriticised most
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unfairly and in a great many cases un-
truthfully ; and I shall not stand that
any longer. So long as I am a member
of this Chamber and so long as I abide
by the Standing Orders, I elaim the pro-
tection of this House in respeet of any
remarks [ muy make here, knowing that
at any time, if any member considers he
has been treated unfairly or unjustly,
or has been accused of some offence of
which he is not guilty, he will receive the
undivided suppori of every member of
the Chamber. As to our Judges I say
again that never in this Chamber oi out
of it have I eriticised any of them ; for
T maintain that the Position they hold
should be above eriticism. If I had any-
thing against any Judge of this State I
should bring the matter before the House
and deal with it in the only proper man-
ner, I may say that some reporters,
either intentionally or because they do
not know their business, seem to take a
delight in trying to misreport some
members of this Chamber ; and although
of the majority of reporters I do
not complain, yet on several oceasions,
by certain individuals, we find we are
treated most unfairly.  If I were to
gingle out some of the reporters who
have reported in this House in the past,
and were to quote some of the remarks
they have made during their rounds of
the various departmental offices, mem-
bers might think T was saying somelhing
nof exaeily correet. But 1 have known
some reporters who have reported in this
House and who, when dealing with cer-
tain Ministers of the Crown, bave stated
that they could always get a whisky and
a cigar from some of those Ministers,
which they could not get from any of
the Labour members. This goes to
show that even among the reporters we
have men who are not worthy of the
positions they hold ; but I am pleased
to say that the majority of the reporters,
like the majority of other workers, tiy
to fulfil the trust placed in their hands.
I have taken this step so as to bring the
matter at the earliest possible moment
before the House. I do not think I
made any improper remark during the
speech in question, except one remark
made in the heat of the moment, in
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reference to the member for Perth (M.
Brown). That was the only time when
I went farther than I should have gone;
and at the earliest possible moment I
took immediate steps to rectify that
error. Personally I do not object to
any criticism so long as it is fair ; but
I maintain that the newspaper state-
ments which T have read are absclutely
untrue, and by their publication the
publishers have committed a contempt of
this House. 1 beg to move :—

“ That in the opinion of this Honse,
the statements published in the Morn-
ing Herald of July 12th and 16th and
the Coolgardie Miner of July 12th, in
which His Honour the Speaker is re-
ported as bhaving rebuked the member
for Murchison for adversely ecriticis-
ing and reflecting on the Judges, are
untrue, and being a grave reflection on
the member for Murchison, the pub-
lishers of the said newspapers are
guilty of eontempt of this House.”

T move this, feeling that I will reeeive
from the House thatl, protection to which
every member is justly entitled.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J.
Moore) : The hon. member’s explana-
tion of the words used is, I think, one
which we ean accept. Yet althoungh he
did not criticise the Judges, his eriticism
was rather severe on those presiding
over the lower couris; and the faet of
his stating that justice was prosiiluted
in the courts of the country would
probably lead the reporters to interpret
his speech as they did. At the same
time, one of the newspapers he referred
to, the Morning Herald, has in to-day's
issne attempted at least to rectify the
mistake which has been made; and I
think that the hon. member, recognising
this endeavour on the part of that publi-
cation to remedy matters, might at this
stage allow the subject to drop. As a
matter of fact we know that it is a
hreach of privilege to publish in any
manner the proceedings and the debates
of Parliament ; but provided the publi-
cation is correct, that privilege is waived.
I do not think it necessary to debate
this motion at any length. One paper
having acknowledged that its report
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was not absolutely correct, if the fact
be pointed out to the other paper 1 feel
sure that it will make the same correc-
tion. I would therefore suggest that
the hon. member, having drawn atten-
tion to the matter, should simply allow
it to drop.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna): I
think, too,that nothing can be gained by
carrying this motion to extremes ; but I
coustder we should place on record the
factthat the hon.member has been grossly
misrepresented and wronged. There is
too much of this misreporting those
whom I may call some of the unpopular
members of the House; and if any
member has been unjustly treated in
that respect, it is the member who suffers
under the present grievance. And I re-
gret that the Premier, in suggesting that
the matter should now be allowed to
lapse, should himself have somewhat
justified the attitude taken by the news-
papers in question. There is absolutely
no jostification for misreporting the in-
terruption of the hon. member by Nr.
Speaker. The Speaker himself went to
particular pains to explain that his re-
marks were the result, not of the hon.
member’s speech, but of some statements
made at a previous sitting of the Honse
—[The Premier : On the previous aven-
ing] —and were also necessarv  he-
cause someone had heen sufficiently busy
to buttonhole Mr. Speaker during the
day and to take him to task, as 1f Mr.
Speaker was not qualified to look after
the affairs of this House., And it was
in regsentment of that presumption of
some hon. members— —

The Premier: Not necessarilv. I
take it the hon. member, from the
manner in which he is looking at me, is
indicating me as the person referred to.
It does not necessarily follow, I take it,
that any hon. member spoke to the
Speaker.

Mr. WALKER: I am very sorry in-
deed because he being the most attrac-
tive figure on that side of the House I
keep my eyes firmly fixed on him, should
think I am necessarily referring to him;
I do not do so. Mr. Speaker himself
stated that some member, or somebody—
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I iake it nobody would be so presump-
tuous outside the House to take hold of
the Speaker’s ear and tell him that he
had done wrong—I take it that it was
some member of this House. The posi-
tion is that somebody has done it. Mr.
Speaker explained that he was reading
the authorities on the point in order that
he shouild give some understanding to
the House as to what their privileges
were in this respect; that is why he did
it, and only for that reason. I am sorry
the Premier spoke in the way he did. He
said this as jastifying the Press in the
course they had taken, that if the hon.
member did not commit the grave of-
fence of which he was aceused by the
newspaper the hon. member did commit
another offence when he said that justice
had been prostituted in our lower courts.

The Treasurer: In the courts of the
land.

Mr. WALKER: The Premier did not
say in the courts of the land, but he said
in the lower courts.

The Treasurer: In the courts of this
country.

Mr. WALKER: Did not the hon.
member say that the member for Mur-
chison snid something that might be con-
strued into a reflection on those in the
lower courts? Did he not give the
House to understand that? Have I
lost my senses; because if the hon. mem-
ber did not eriticise the magistrates and
uge that word, why did he go to the
frouble to explain it to this House if it
were not so ? Is it reasonable the re-
porters may have inisunderstood him,
and were so foolish that they thought he
was talking of the highest tribunal of
justice in the land 3 Not at all. In the
course the hon. member has taken was he
not perfectly within his rights as a mem-
ber of the House in protesting against
the action of the courts of justice, for
had not justice been prostituted, nay
strangled, in some of our so-called courts?
The hon. member is justified in the
course which he has taken, and there is
no justification whatever either for the
Premier or members to construe that in
a general way, that he was attacking
justice or the Judges. It was not
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justice, nor Judges, but the prostitution
of justice in the recent actions which
had been carried on that the member
complained of, and he was right in doing
so. The hon. member and others were
fighting an unpopular cause and were
victimised again and again; they had to
sufter for the sins of others, and the hon.
member has been ireated with oppro-
brium and eontempt simply because he
was fighting for a struggling cause; and
becanse he bad got unpopular in that re-
speet i3 it fair that the Premier and
members should injure him farther and
hold him up to public ostracism? That
is what it has come to. This House
I think should take notice of it. I
take it by this small debate the House
has taken notice of it, and the hon. mem-
ber does not wish to press the matier to
extremes, but will allow it to drop now,
but he could not allow it to drop without
some kind of protest or eorrection being
made.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) : I recog-
nised fully when Mr. Speaker made the
stntement the other evening on the action
to which the hon. member for Murchison
calls attention, the Speaker wasreferring
to statements made by me on the previous
evening, and he was good enough, and
I appreciate the action which he took,
to draw attention to the reflection I
made on the Judges. I wish to say here,
although I did not tell you, Ar. Speaker,
personally then, but I tell you now and
I tell the House, I resent, and most
strongly resent, any memhber of the
Chamber going to Mr. Speaker and draw-
ing attention to any remarks which are
made in the House and which bave heen
allowed to go unnoticed. You, Mr.
Speaker, were good enough to say I had
not gone outside the Standing Orders,
and anyone who will read my speech will
see the same. I know perfectly well
that some member of the House did go
to you, but I think it was his place to
have come to me.

Mr. Bolton: He should have objected
to it in the House.

Mr. TROY: I ask any member to read
my remarks in the current issue of Han-
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sard, and be will see I gave the Judges
credit for good intentions. I said, for
instanee, of Mr. Justice Parker:—

“As far as he was concerned I be-
lieve he was always guided by his
lights, and to the best of his ability
he gave his award ; but some of his
‘awards were absolutely ridieulous.”

I said I gave the Judge credit for honesty
of purpose in his awards, but I said his
awards were ridiculous, and this was
borne out by the action of Mr. Loreing
who raised the wages himself. I say
then whilst I am prepared at any time,
just as the member for Murchison says he
is prepared, to be rebuked if T go out-
side the bounds of the Standing Orders,
I resent attention being drawn to a mat-
ter for which I am not condemned by
Mr. Speaker. If the member had not
been such a busybody as to have hone be-
hind my back, if he had taken note of
the remarks made by the hon, member
for Perth in seconding the motion for
the Address-in-Reply, he would have had
more reason to ask the Speaker to rebuke
that member than to ask him to rebuke
we. The member for Perth on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply said that the workers even
went to the extent of appointing one of
their own representatives a Judge in the
Arbitration Court, and they also appoint-
ed the Supreme Court Judge who acts
as President. He farther said, “The
President of the Court was appointed by
yourselves, being appointed in the for-
tunately short reign of the Labour Gov-
ernment,” implying that the Judge was
appointed by the Labour Governmentin
order to farther their ends and the re-
quirements of the workers before the
Arbitration Court. Whilst I accept the
blame thrown on the shoulders of the
member for Murchison, I say there was
no cause in the first place for any inter-
ference, because as you, Mr. Speaker,
deemed, and were good enough to say,
there was no violation of the Standing
Orders, and I strongly resent any mem-
ber of this Chamber going behind my
back and drawing the Speaker's atten-
tion to a matter which has heen allowed
{o pass unnoticed, as not deserving of
ecensure in any degree.

[ASSEMBLY ]
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Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I am
very pleased that the member for Mur-
chison has moved the motion. I remem-
ber well the stage when you interrupted
the member, and up to that stage the
member for Murchison had in no way
reflected upon the Judges of the Supreme
Court of this State, nor could any of the
statements made by the member for Mwr-
chison by any streteh of imagination be
constined into the ruling whick you read
from page 316 of May. The hon. mem-
ber had then made scme remark about
the magistrates or justiee being prosti-
tuted in this country. I hold, as I inter-
jected then, that the hon. member was
not dealing with the Judges but with the
magistrates, and the Standing Orders
of this House and May do not apply to
magistrates. I want to say here, how-
ever much the Press have erred, a mem-
ber of this Chamber at that stage erred
tenfold — the member for Claremont.
When the member for Claremont rose
and made a statement, whieh I suppose
will appear in Iansard—I have not
looked it up—pointing out the necessity
of having what you, sir, read from May
typewritten and handed to the menber
for Murchison, and when the member for
Murchison was fighting such a battle as
he was fighting—it has been deseribed
as an uwnpopular ficht—when the hon.
member was insulted in such a manner
by the member for Claremont, the mem-
ber for Claremont should be proud that
he was so far removed from the member
for Murchison, or I believe the remark
would have been resented. An hon.
member must resent that sort of thing.
I am sure that I would have done so.
I do not wish to make any threats, hut
I promise the member for Claremont
that should he interject in a similar tone
when I am addressing this House he will
get his deserts. I wish also to say
that when you, sir, so kindly read from
May, with the objeet perhaps of putting
the member for Murchison in a cooler
frame than you possibly thought he was,
I gathered from you that because some
member in this Chamber, perhaps the
day before, had reflected ot our Supreme
Court Judges, not in vour opinion but
in the opinion of someone outside this
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Chamber—[Mr. Troy: Inside the Cham-
ber]—I am not too sure, I want to
couvey to the House the impression you,
Mr. Spenker, conveyed to 1we, that youn
did 1ot believe {he hon. member in ques-
tion, whoever he may be, had reflected
ot a Supreme Court Judge, or that he
had exceeded his privileges in debate in
this House, but that someone—I am not
prepared to say who it was—had drawn
vour attention to it, and bhelieved that
thte hon. member did, and that you were
lax in your duty. You remarked that
perhaps you might have been over-gen-
erons, but that was all you &oild say.
You believed that the hon, member had
not exceeded his privileges. I desire to
he fair and to say that T do not think,
with all due respect to you, sir, that in
reading from May af that particular
stage, pulling up the member for Mur-
chison, the hon. member was to be made
a scapexvat; because the hon. member
had not transgressed the rules of the
House on that point, though seme mem-
ber had the day before; but bhecause
May was resorted to at that particular
stape the member for MMurchison was
made o scapegoat. I want to say that
the hon. member is justified, when it is
fariker published in the Press ineor-
rectly. [Mr. Holman: Falsely.] Since
I have been in this House I have had
nothing to thank the Press for, unless it
was for abuse, I am well prepared to
hold my own with the Press on the pub-
lic platforms of this State or in this
Chamber; for I do not eare how mighty
the pen may he, I know that if a man’s
cause is right he need not fear the Press
nor anything in this country’ That is
the stand I take, and ithe cause of the
member for Murchison was just, right
through that timber dispute. I compli-
ment him. T am pleased to know he is
a member of the party to which I be-
long, and to know that he was able to
so nobly defend the position as he did
in a long-continned struggle I am
pleased to know that my friends on this
gide of the Fouse were associated in
raising funds to prevent women and
children from starving; becanse there
was—a Combine. This is not the first
time the Press, since I have heen in the
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Haouse, bas been taken to task; and ihe
very paper in question. It will be in-
teresting to kuow whether on every oe-
casion this newspaper has been taken to
task it has been the seme reporter who
has falsely reported the proceedings of
this House. If it be, it is just about
time some steps were taken by this House
to have somebody with a2 fairer mind to
report these proceedings for that jour-
nal. I do net know who the man is, but
I think it is about time some inquiry
was made. The editor and the proprie-
tors of this paper were defended from
this very bench where I am sitting, two
sessions ago. Members of this House
must protect themselves; the dignity of
this Chamber must be upheld; and ne
paper shall malign it while I am in the
House without my raising my voice
against it. I notice that no matter what
15 done on your right, sir—unless a La-
bour Government is there—the Press will
not misrepresent them, not in any de-
rogatory spirit at any rate; they may
misrepresent them to put them right in
the eyes of the country, but they will
not misrepresent them to put the true
light to the people of this country; hut
I notiee that every opportunity is seized
by the Press to put members of this side
of the House wrongly in the eyes of the
publie, It is only when the members of
this stde of the House addvess the people
of the country on the politieal position
that the people are addvessed in the
langmage of truth. I am not frightened
of the Morning Herald, nor am I fright-
ened of Granny Hackett of the West
Australian. I am not afraid of them,
and I am pleased to know that the mem-
ber for Murchison is not afraid of them.
Men who fight unpopular battles will not
be fighting them if they are afraid of
the Press. The capitalistic journals of
Australia have been hounding e down
for 25 years, but I am still in existence
fichting the same old battle, and it has
to be fought over and over again, Until
the people of this country have a faith-
ful paper to report them,they will aiways.
be fighting. I am pleased the hon.
member has hbrought this motion for-
ward. I am sorry for the spineless
attitude of the Premier. As Leader of
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this House, thie Premier should be the
very first to protect its privileges. When
the Press know that the Leader of the
House they are attacking is spineless,
how muech more will they attack us?
The Premier should have taken a stand
becoming a Premier on this point, and
should have told the Press in no unecer-
tain language what bhe thought of mis-
representation of this Chamber. I am
not anxious that the hon. member should
withdraw his motion.,

Mr, Holman: I am not going to with-
draw.

Mr. TAYLOR: I would rather the
the House decide by a vote whether we
are going to allow Parliament to be run
by the Press. It is generally understood
that the Government are run by the Press;
but I want to know whether hon. mem-
bers will sif in silence and allow this
House to be run by the Press. I hope
the hon. member will not withdraw his
motion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan): The subject matter of the
-complaint of the member for Murehison
is that a certain newspaper attributed
the remark made by you, sir, as being
.addressed tohim, and puta construction
-on it that wasof the mature of a rebuke.
Is thatnotso? I think the hon. member is
perfectly justified in rising in his place
in the House and protesting against, in
the first place, the interpretation put on
vour remark by the newspaper, and in
the second place against atévibuting that
remark to himself; becanse having read
Hansard—I was not in the House at the
time the incident took place—it is per-
fectly clear that what you, sir, did was,
you pointed out to the members the dan-
gers of invading the Standing Order if
they were to go into a certain line of
criticism which possibly they might drift
into. Tt ean in no way be said that your
remarks bear a reflection or are a rebuke
on the hon. member then speaking.
[Member: It does not say se.] I under-
stood from the hon. member's remarks
that the newspaper said so. First of all
with regard to ohservations relating to the
conduct of Judges, what the member for
Murchison said to-day is absolutely cor-
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rect, though perhaps he did not go quite
far enongh, because Le bhas left out of
aecount one very important -element,
namely, by aspeecial part of our eonstitu-
tion we have placed our Judges in a par-
ticular position, and we have reserved in
that Constitution a special manner of
dealing with them if they are guilty of
any offence. For that reason, if for no
other, altogether apart from the view
taken by the hon. memeber that it is
derogatory to the administration of law to
attack Judges—allogether apart from
that view, the Constitution provides a
proper and efficient means; and that
being so, it is Improper to resort to any
other means,

Mr. Walker: You do not need to go to
the Constitution, because the Standing
Orders provide for it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
T say Constitution I mean everything, mn-
elading our Standing Orders. The hon.
member knows that the Standing Orders
are framed under our constitutional
powers. I hold the view that we are
liahle at times to entirely forget the posi-
tion ocenpied by Judges, and to forget
also that they would not be allowed—and
it would be impossible for 2 moment to
tolerate their doing so—to reply from the
Bench to any eriticisms from Parliament
or from any platform; therefore it is not
in my opinion anything that should he
resented to bring home to hon. members
that position, ineuleating in their minds
a proper respect for the Bench, which we
in return exaet from the Bench, and to
insist on maintaining the Standing Orders
of the House. The position the hon.
member has taken up here to-day it seems
to me is fully vindicated. The hon. mem-
ber having drawn first of all the atten-
tion of the House to the ineorreet report
which attributes to him remarks that were
not directed to him, and secondly, though
he has not gone that far, having pointed
ont that the interpretation put on those
remarks, that they were in the nature of
a rebuke, is incorreet—the hon member
having vindicated his own position, and
having made the circmmstances of the case
perfectly clear to the Hounse, I for one
hope with the member for Kanowna that
the matter need not be pursued to any
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other end. Beeause what would he do,
if the hon. member does wish v pursue it
any farther? Does he wish to eall upon
the publisher or printer to appear at the
Bar of the House? [Mr. Holman: The
House would do that.] Of course should
the House earry the motion it must go the
step farther. It seems to me it is taking
a step in the wrong direction to declare
this is a gross breach of privilege, and
not to go farther. Is it not right to stop
at this point, when the hon. member has
had an opportunity of explaining his
grievance and of putling his true position
before the House, instead of going on be-
cause we know that any member of this
House could bring newspaper editors to
the Bar of the House every day in the
week. [Mr. Collier: So they ought to be,
and hanged—some of them.] If every
member of this Chamber were to take
every opportunity when ebservations ave
made about them in the Press, to bring
the publishers before the House, we would
do nothing else but debate those matters.
The reason why members treat in a large
measure good-naturedly observations in
the newspapers is that they know first
of all that the reporters are not infallible
‘hut make mistakes, and secondly they
know it only inereases the huportanee of
the matter to take notice of it. For my
part, I wish to say that when a member
has taken the action the hon. member has
done I am prepared to support him to
the full exteni of making his protest, of
pointing out to the House the injustice
done him, and of drawing the aftention
of the House to the conduct of the paper
in question. But I am not prepared to
go farther, as, if I were, I should have
to be prepared to go to all lengths, We
should do nothing but discuss the con-
duet of the papers if we were to take
the course he snggests with regard to the
comments which so often appear in the
papers as to our conduct,

Mr. HOLMAN (in reply as mover) :
One cannot but regret the actien the
Premier has taken on this cnestion.
He knows that as Leader of the House
he is looked to by members to
protect and upheld the rights of the
Chamber ; and I consider that to-day he
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has been sadly wanting in carrying ouf
the duiies of his position. The alleged
apology which appears in the Marning
Herald to-day only aggravates the of-
fence ; in my opinion it was no explana-
tion at all and made the matter appear
in a worse light than it did before. It
is remarkable that no other reporter in
the gallery but the one who reported.
that portion of my speech for the Jorn-
ing Herald placed the watter in the light
that was done in that paper, showing
that that individual, whoever he is, had
some ulterior motive in misreporting me.
This was done on more than one occasiou.
last session. If this is allowed to go on,.
the snoner any individual who presumes
on his position in the Press gallery is
turned outside and not allowed lo come-
here the better. When we have to speak
in a matfer like this we do not deal with
the individual who has transgressed, but
also we have, in a measure, to deal with
other reporters whe have always tried to-
do their duty in a fair and just manner.
You, Mr, Speaker, rose and quoted ex-
tracts from May during the time 1 was
gpeaking, and T may say that this is in
some measure responsible for my bring-
ing forward this motion to-day. I am
well aware of Standing Order 134, which
reads as follows :—

“\Vhenever the Speaker rises dur-
ing a debate, any member then
speaking or offering to speak shall sit
down, and the House shall be silent,
so that the Speaker may be heard
without interruption.”

As soon as you rose, Mr. Speaker, 1 sat
down ; but in your opening remark you
made it clear that you did not intend
the remarks to deal with me at all. The
remarks you made were as follow : “1
am sorry to have to make this reference-
now, because I am sure no one coukd oh-
ject to the hon. member’s speech.” Far-
ther on, after I had made an interjeec-
tion, you said : “I am glad to acknow-
ledge that the hon. member has been ex-
ceptionally good in his remarks” That
shows that those remarks were not meant
for me. Perhaps the reporter was a
boy who was sent from the Morning
Herald ; but if he were one of the old
hands, and used his position in the same-
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wiy on previous cecasions in regard to
me, then he did not know his work, for
he misreported wme. It is signifieant
that every reporter in the gallery, with
the one exception, correctly reported
the remarks I made. Such heing
the case, -that reporter is not fit to be
in his position. An individual such as
he is too small fry for any one of us
to waste time in dealing with. So far
as T am personally conecerned, I do not
intend to deal with a man litke him ;
but the question may go farther, and
if similar action is taken by the Leader
of this House as the Premier has
adopted to-day, any individnal ouiside
the House 1nay presume on the rights
thus obtained and do exactly as he likes,
No matter who the member is, and
whether he is on the Government side
of the House or on this, the Premier
should be the first to defend lum against
false attacks. I regret that for the first
time in the history of Parliament the
Premier was weak and spineless, and
allowed the privileges of this Honse to
be transgressed and a member to be at-
tacked. I maintain that no withdrawal
or apology has been given. However,
I am prepared, now that the matter has
been hrought forward and placed before
those who are not responsible for the
vemarks appearing in the papers, to
-allow the latter to have an opportunity of
withdrawing, and of saying whether they
will be just and honourable and do the
right thing. Then,if they do withdraw,I
will be perfectly satisfied to allow the
matter to close. If T transgress they
can give ii to me az mueh as they like ;
but if 1 eonform to the Standing Orders
of this House T will not be falsely at-
tacked by any paper. If it were an
individual I had to deal with myself, I
wonld very soon deal with him ; and he
might have a bit livelier time than he
has in listening to me to-night. [3r.
Scaddan : They are light-weights up
there.] I do not eare whether they are
light-weights or heavy-weights. [Mr,
Taylor : Some of them are bulky.] Per-
haps by being bulky they are in a better
position to get whisky and eigars than
the light-weights. If the publishers of
the papers do the honocurable thing—
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and I think they will do it—and admit
that the reporter has made a mistake I
will let the matter vest ; but if net, I
will bring it up again, and we will then
see whether the Premier takes the same
miserable stand as he has done to-day.
I beg leave to withdraw the wotion.
Motion by leave withdrawn,

Mr. SPEAKER : I desire to say only
one word. I cannot take part in ihe
debate, but it s due to the hon. member
to say that he never deserved a rebuke,
nor did he ‘receive one at my hands.
The member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker}
has put my action in a nutshell.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS BY
THE PREMIER.

Timber Combine and his alleged Interest.

The PREMIER : T have a litile ex-
planation to make in connection with
another matter. One hon, member {Mr,
Helman) has eriticised my aefion to-
night as being weak and spineless : but
if the oceasion avises when it is nocessary
to take steps to protect an hon. member
it will then be quite time to show the

House whether such a deseription ap-

plies to me., At the same time I regret
that the hon. member should insinuate
that T am not prepared at all times to
proteet the privileges of the House.
Just as T arrived at the House, at 4.30
o’clock, the hon. member hrought me--—

Mr. Holman : It was at 420 pm. 1
tried to ring you up but could not cet
you.

The PREMIER : In any event I did
not have an opportunity to peruse the
paper ; but T gathered from him thut
the paper had made an effort to remedy
the mistake made. Recogmismy that,
and believing that the statemeni in this
morning’s paper had been an endeavour
to remedy the mistake, I consider T was
justified in asking im to srop ihe
matter. I do not admit that by taking
that action I was waiving any of the
privileges of the House, and I resent the
statement made by the two hon. members
who have spoken. I would like fo say
that on movre than one oecasion I per-
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sonally have not only been libelled by
the Press, hut also by many memhers of
the House, and in eonnection with this
trouble of which we have heard so much.
fdr. Walker : This is not an explan-
ation.] I am leading up to the expla-
nation. It has been stated on more than
<one occasion that the Government sympa-
thised with the Timber Combine, and
that T was personally and financially in-
terested as a shareholder in that eorpora-
tion. I emphatically deny that T have
-ever held a share or been in any way
-connected with Millars’ Karri and Jarrah
Company ; and I want to make that
-elear, for it has heen stated on the public
platforms of (his State that I am in-
-terested. -

Mr.
stated ¢

The PREMIER : All round the coun-
try ; I do not know exactly by whom.

Mr. Hayward : 1 have heard it, any-
Thow.

The PREMIER : I wish to give it an
-emphatiec denial ; and anyone who says
sueh a thing outside, I will tell him what
I think of him.

TFalker : By whom was that

Australians Returned from South Africa.
The PREMIER : 1 also take this op-
portunity of drawing the attention of
the House to misstatements of faets Mr.
Holman made on  Thursday afternoon
last. He stated that when 2 mistake he
has made is pointed out to him he is al-
ways ready to acknowledge that lie had
been wrong, and would withdraw any
misstatements he had made.

Mr. Walker - 1 am very sorry to in-
terrupt the hon. member ; but this is
altogether outside of any explanation,
He is making accusations against hon.
members to which they have no chance to
reply. This is most unfair and an abuse
of the privileges of the House. I ask
you, Mr. Speaker, to confine the hon.
member to an explanation.

Mr. SPEAKER : The Premier is en-
titled to an explanation ; and he n-
formed me previongly to the sitting of
the House that he would make one. But
‘T hope he will confine himself to that ex-
_planation.
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The PREMIER : It is in connection
with the statement uade by the member
for Murchison, that in the first instance
when he said—

“The Premier has paid the fares of
a large number of men from South
Africa. These men- were supposed
to have originally eome from Sounth
Afriea, but when they landed here it
was found that they did not know any-
thing abont Australia and had never
heen lere before. We
know that a large number of persons
landed here a few weeks ago, whose
fares had been paid’”’—

T desire to give the House the actual
facts in eonnection with these repatriated
Australians. This is a malter in which
I was personally coneerned ; and if I
did not take this method of bringing the
matter before the House T would not
obtain a chance of explaining the posi-
tion of affairs. Some time ago the
Prime Minister reported that a number
of Australians in South Africa were de-
sirous  of returning to the Common-
wealth. He wired in regard to the
matter :—

“ Passages here estimated £7. Pro-
posed each BState endeavour find em-
ployment for any who are brought to
it and collect passage money wherever
posible, Cemmonwealth bearing half
any loss resulting from non-payment.”

In reply [ wired :—

“If Commonwealth arranging as
suggested, will fall in with scheme,
provided those returning here are West
Australians of wood character, Can-
not guaraniee ewmployment.”

At the same time, the Agent General
notified me that the Secretary of State
for the Colonies was inguiring whether
we would pay the return fare of *re-
spectable and gennine Western Austra-
lians stranded in South Afriea,” snch fare
to be repayahle from future earnings;
but as Mr. Deakin bad informed me that
his Government were ecarrying ouf the
proposal ouatlined in his telegram of the
6th Febrnary, and as it was understood
that the Federal authorities had arranged
with the commercial agent for New South
Wales in South Africa (Mr. Valder) to
attend to the selection of the persons to
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be vepatriated, the Agent General was
notified accordingly and was told to take
no farther action in the matter. The next
step was that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment advised me of the impending arri-
val by certain steamers of batches of the
repatriated Australians belonging to the
respective States, Being in Melbourne at
this time, I ecalled at the Prime Minister’s
office, and was shown a copy of a tele-
gram which had been despateched to the
Acting Premier. The telegram sent to
Mr. Wilson is as follows:—

“Referring previous correspondence
repatriation Australians from Seouth
Afriea, Commnonwealth agents advise
that steamer “Cyele,)”” Melbourne and
Sydney only. Glad learn whether
vou wish arrangements made with
shipping companies for passages from
port of disembarkation to Fremantle.
If desired, prepared arrange pas-
sages as ‘ Atlantie” advises 27th.
Glad immediate reply. Commonwealth
agent was authorised to arrange for
return to respective States.”

In my letter to the Prime Minister I
distinctly stated that the Government
were not prepared to go farther than
had heen originally arranged, namely, to
hear one-half of any loss incurred through
non-payment of the £7 passage money ad-
vanced by the Federal authorities to re-
spectable and gennine West Australians.
It was then ascertained that the Com-
monwealth Government had been advised
that their agent in South Afries had ex-
ceeded his instructions, and had not
shipped the Waestern Australians direct
to Fremantle; that persons other than
“ regpectable and genuine Western Aus-
tralians ¥ were being sent to our shores,
and that the number would in all proba-
bility exceedthe total of one thousand dis-
tribuied over the whole of the States.
Shortly after arriving in Sydney I wrote
to the Acting Prime Minister confirming
my statement that the Government would
not zo heyond what had been already
arranged. When the two boats arrived
and the papers signed in South Africa
were carefully examined, it was soon
seen that persons other than those in-
tended had embarked for this State. My
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colleagne then sent the following tele-
gram to the Prime Minister:—

“ More than half repatriated Aus-
tralians ex ‘Burrumbeet’ in no sense
Western Australian. This State only
prepared share any expenditure for
natives or residents of Western Aus-
tralia. Letter follows.”

To which Sir John Forrest, then Acting
Prime Minister, replied:—

“ Regret you consider large number
repatriated Aunstralians ex ‘Burrum-
beet” not Western Australians. We
did our best, and could not provide
against misrepresentations. We em-
ployed the official agent of New South
Wales in South Africa. You ecould
not have done mwore than we did, and
it is unreasonable to blame us or to
refuse to pay.”

On the 17th June and 9th July the Gov-
ermment’s representations were agnn
confirmed by letter, in one of which com-
munications I stated:—

“In consequence of the long strike
in the timber trade still continuing
there isa considerable number of men
out of employment, and you will no
doubt appreciate the reluctance of the
Government to aggravate this condi-
tion unreasonably. TUnder normal
conditions the matter would be less
noticeable, but for the reason already
stated the Government does not con-
sider it should be called upon to make
provision for such indiseriminate and
pauper immigration. I vegret that
you should have considered the view
of the Government unreasonable, but
seeing the great care that is being ex-
ercised in the class of immigrant intro-
duced (the possession of capital or
bong fide agricultural qualifications:
being essential), and the terms agreed
by me with your Government being in
respect of ‘Western Australians of
good character,” I feel sure that yom
will see that the protest contained in
the telegram of 13th inst. is justified
by the facts.”

Those are the facts of the case, and T
think members will recognise that the-
Government have done all that they pos-
sibly could to see that the Commonwealth
adhered to their first arrangement that
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only Western Australians of good cha-
racter shonld he refurned,

Mr. Holman: I accepted your ex-
planation when you interjected the other
night.

The PREMIER: I think the member
for North Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) re-
ferred later on to the matter.

Mr. Bolton: Not to the repatriated
Australians, but to the Scandinavians.

Immigrant Scendinavians, how brought
to West Australia,

The PREMIER : I should like also to
say a few words about the Scandinavians.

Mr. Johnsen: Is not this somewhat
foreign to the matter before the Chamber?
Has the motion been withdrawn?

Mr. Speaker: The wmotion was with-
drawn, and the Premier having prev-
iously notified me that he intended to
make au explanation, he is now making
that explanation.

Mr. Johnson: Was the withdrawal put
to the Houset?

My. Speaker:
question,

The PREMIER: My other explana-
tion is as to the statement that the Scan-
dinavians brought out were brought with
the assistance of the Government. When
the statement was made I interjected that
it was not so. At the same time, I was
desirous of obiaining from the hon. mem-
ber {Mr. Holman) the papers referring
to the question, with the object of sift-
ing the matter and of seeing under what
authority this Mr. Larsen acted. I find
that Mr. Larsen was appointed at a cer-
tain remuneration, during the régime of
the Daglish Government, to engage some
twenty-four Secandinavians. But Mr.
James, now Sir Walter James, gave
him at the time to understand it was
-essential that these nen should be quali-
fied agricultural emigrants, and men who
would be capable of settling on the land.
Mr. James stated, in engaging Mr. Lar-
sen 1—

“When the emigrants you send are
settled on the land, the State will pay
half the cost of sending to Australia
their wives and families or their in-
tended wives. This will apply only

Yes. This is another
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if the sefilement takes place within 18
monthy of arrivai. My idea is that
these men should if possible he re-
tained in groups, say of four or six,
employed near enourh together fo en-
able them to meet, and tbhus prevent
any feeling of isolation.”
Then he mentioned the distriets to which
he would recommend their being sent.
This clearly establishes the faet that the
men were sent out for agricultural pur-
poses only. The Agent General wrote
farther:—
“T shall want to know, a month be-
fore each emigrant leaves London, the
date of his intended departure, and
sufficient partieculars in relation to him
to enable me to advise authorities in
Perth, so that farmers may bhe com-
municated with.”
That was the only engagement My. Lar-
sen had, and it was given him at the time
of his appointment when the Labour
Government were in power. Since then
he has never been engaged by any other
Government, and his engagemeni ceased
when he sent out the twenty-four Scan-
dinavians,

Mr. Walker: The ineident referred to
happened in October last.

The PREMIER: Yes; but the point
I am trying to make is that as the hon.
member (Mr. Holman) said Lhese men
were assisted out by the Government, I
say the Government knew absolutely
nothing about the men to whom he re-
ferred.

Myr. Holman: They were engaged
through vour Government Labour Bureau
to go to the mills, “as per eontraet with
the Western Australian Government;”
and that appears on their steamer tickets.

The PREMIER: Whoever is respon-
sible for that is responsible for forgery.
I wish to explain that the Government
knew pothing about it; that those men
did not bhave even the privilege of as-
sisted passengers, namely reduced faves;
but the hon. member stated that when
they airived here they had to refund I
think £18, instead of £13, of thenr pas-
sage-money.

Mr. Holman : That is in their con-
tract. *



a

234 Immigrants.

The PREMIER : The then Premier,
Myr. Daglish, wrote that he did not con-
sider the proposal a good one, to which
Alr. James replied that he had committed
Liuself to the proposal, and that it was
necessary for Mr. Larsen to complete
his agreement, but that he {Mr. James}
had specially stipulated that these men
should be duly qualified agrienlturists.
Some Seandinavians arrived in Septem-
her, 1906, I take it those are the men
referred to. This was during the term
of office of the present Government.
The whole of these men paid their own
passages, and T think I gave that infor-
wation to the House in reply te a ques-
tien by the Leader of the Oppesition
(Mr. Bath), asked in September of last
year. I simply wish to make this ex-
planation so that the hon. member (Mr.
Holman) may be aware of the fact that
the Government had absolutely no con-
nection with the engagement of these
ten ; that if they bave been engaged,
sume private arangement has been made
by Mr. Larsen, who, prior to his engage-
ment by the Daglish Government as im-
migration agent in Denmark——

3Mr. Daglish : That is wrong.

Mr. Johuson : He was never engaged
by the Labour (rovernment.

The PREMIER : He was appeinted
by the Agent General during your term

of office.

Mr. Joknson : On the Agent General's
vwn responstbility.

The PREMIER : Prior to that, Mr.
Larsen had done a considerable amount
of work, which Mr. James considered
good work, on behalf of the Queensland
Government, by importing Scandina-
vians to that State. I make this ex-
planation so that the hon. member may
he aware of the actual position the pre-

sent  Government have taken on this
question. _
Mr. Joknson : Will the Premier say

whether, in view of the statement of the
member for Murchison, the Premier will
take action to dispense altogether wiih
the service of Mr. Larsen 7

The PREMIER : I should like io
puint out that we have had absolutely
nothing to do with Mr. Larsen.
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Mr.
has.

The PREMIER : 1 will read a lekter
to the point, sent after the Rason Gov-
ernnient came into office.  The then
Colonial  Seeretary (Hon. W. Kings-
mill} wrote to the Agent General :—

“ Farther to my letter of 27th ult.
with reference to the question of im-
migration, I shall be obliged if you
will inform me what are the exact
terins of the engagement of Mr. Lar-
sen to leeture in Lurope, as I do not.
regard hiz appointment with nuch.
favonr,”

To this the Agent General replied :—

“Mr. Larsen was never engaged to:
lecture in Europe or elsewhere, but
was paid a commission and out-of-
pocket expenses in connection with the
Seandinavian emigrants sent to the
State. My arrangements with Mr.
Larsen were fully explained to the
Government when made.”

Mr. Johnson : Then he gets a retain-
ing fee from the present Government ?

The PREMIER: No ; absolutely none.
He is not connected with the Apgent
General’s staff at all.

Johnson 1 Your Agent General

Mr. HOLMAN : The explanation of
the Premier has cast some doubt on what
I stated. I still maintain that my state-
ment  is  corvect. In explanation, [
should like te paint out to the Premier
that when he interjected as to these men
who came from South Africa——

My, Gordon : Is the hon. member in
order in reading from Hansard 2

Mr. Speaker ; No; not from
session’s report.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am only refreshing-
my meniory, because I desire to be abso-
lutely fair. If I have made any mis-
statements I shall be the first to withdraw,
I have no intention to try te injure the-
Premier or anyene else. He will remem-
her that in reply to an interjeetion by
him T stated that in this matter T could
only po by what I read in the papers; I
said “I know that a large number of
persons landed here a few weeks ago
whose fares had been paid,” and the
Premier mentioned that they had been
paid by the Commonwealth Government.

this-
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T thea allowed the matter tn drop, and in
respect of it I made no accusation against
the Premier. As to the other matter, I
did charge the Government with assisting
those Norwegians who had come toWest-
ern Australia assisied by Mr. Larsen,
with contract notes and boat tickets of
which I hold the originals; and the aceu-
sation I made against the Government
was that those men were engaged through
the Giovernment Labour Bureaw and sent
to the timber mills. They were sent from
Millars’ office to the Labour Burecau, went
through a crowd of men who were wait-
ing there, and were then sent {o the mills.
I maintain that is absolulely untair; and
the other night 1 made some remarks like
these :—*“Millars were toe cunning to give
them: work at their offiee. They send
them to the Labour Bureau. And al-
though these men cannot speak a word
of English, they go through a crowd of
men waiting at the Labhour Bureau, and
are given work at the sawmills” To
ghow that what I state is true, here is a
passenger’s ticket for the s.s. “Omrah,”
leaving England for Fremantle, Adelaide,
Melbourne, Sydney, and Brisbane on the
19th October, 1906. The fare is £13;
and here is given the name of the pas-
senger, while underneath appenr the
words “as per contract with the Western
Australian  Government.” As 1 have
said, T intend to supply the Premier with
the whole of the documents T hold. I
should have given them to him on Friday
last had I not previously handed them to
another member. T intend to give the
CGlovernment every assistance {o thresh
out the matter.

The Attorney General: How long have
these documents been in your possession?

Mr. HOLMAN: About a couple of
months; but T had to get them trans-
lated, and that eannol be done in a day,
because few ean do the work. I may say
a number of papers T sent ont for trans-
lation has not been returned. I intend to
get them eomplete, hand them tn the
Government, and allow them to deal with
the matter. As I staled clearly in my
speech, these immigrants, in addition to
being misled and brought out here, have
in my opinion been robbed; and it is the
dunty of the Government to see that these
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men are protected to the unimost extent.
I fail to see that anything in the Premier’s
explanation shows that I made any un-
fair or untruthful statement.

The PREMIER: When I stated that
Mr. Larsen was appointed during the
term of the Daglish Government, the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson)
saitdl “he has different instruetions now,”
aml the member for Murchison (3
Holman} said “he is now earrying out
the instructions of the present Admini-
stration.” Surely that is incorreet, if I
am able to prove by evidence obtainable
from the files that Mre. Larsen has ne
connection at all with the Government,
is not an employee, and is not working
under commission from the Government.

Mr. Troy: Who supplies the money?

Mr. SPEAKER then proceeded with
the business, calling on the first Ques-
tion,

QUESTION—RAILWAY CROSSING.
FREMANTLE WHARVES.
Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Railways: Is it the intention to provide
additional erossing for wvehicular and
other traffic from Phillimere Street tn
the wharves at Fremantle? If so,

when?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: Mr. Nowvman, the Chief En-
gineer of Ways and Works, Victorian
Railways, visited (his State to make an
independent inquiry as to the practica-
bility of farther access to the wharf by
a level crossing at or near Phillimore
Street.  After careful inquiry he has
reported adversely on the project.

QUESTION — WORKS DONE AT
DERBY, EXPENSES CLAIMED.
Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for

Works: When will the steamer fares

from Derby to Fremantle, also half

wages during time occupied in travelline.
be paid the men who were engaged at

Fremantle for work at Derby last No-

vember, in accordance with the agreenient

on which the men were engaged, and for
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which demand for payment has been
tnade to the Department?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The men were engaged at Fre-
mantle at 12s. per day, the Department
paying passage up, and half wages while
travelling. If they gave satisfaction
during the course of work, they were to
receive fare and also half wages for the
return trip. During the work the men
struck for a higher wage, and an arrange-
ment was made to give them 14s. per day.
This broke the agreement upon which
they were engaged. The Department,
however, is making inquiry as to rate of
wages ruling at Derby for similar work
during this period, and if it is found that
the 14s, does not exceed the ruling wage,
fares and half wages for return trip will
be paid; but if the men took advantage
of the pressing nature of the work and
the scarcity of labour to secure a wage
higher than the ruling rate, the Depart-
ment will make no payment for the re-
turn trip.

QUESTION — FACTORIES
WAGES BOARDS.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Premier:
1, Ts it his intention to amend the Fae-
tories Aect during the present session ?
2, If so, will the amendments embrace
the reecommendations, mere particularly
that of the appointment of Wages

AND

Boards, reported to the Hcuse by the

Seleet Committee on “ Alleged Sweat-
ing” during the last session of Parlia-
ment ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
It is proposed to consolidate and amend
the Factories and Early Closing Acts
under the title * Faetories and Shops
Act” The recommendations of the
Seleet Committee have been duly con-
sidered when framing the amendments.
It is also proposed to extend the juris-
diction of the Aet, and to alter the
Constitntion of the Court of Arbitration
so as to embrace the funetions of a
Wages Board.

QUESTION—TITLES OFFICE, RE-
TIRED COMMISSIONER.
Mr.. WALKER asked the Attorney
General: Is there any objection to lay
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on the table of this House all eorve-
spondence and papers relating to the re-
tirement of Dr. Smith, K.C, from ‘he
Commissionership of Titles?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
I have to request the hon. member to
move in the usnal way that the corves-
pondence and papers be laid upon the
table of the House.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fifth day.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.

Mr. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
It seems only a short time since Parlia-
ment was prorogued; but a good deal
has taken place dunring that time, and
certain matters will, I think, require our
careful attention. One matter I wish
to mention at this stage is the amend-
ment of the Arbitration Aet. T can re-
member the time very well when all the
workers of this State were inost anxious
to bave an Arbitration Aet passed into
law. They considered that if such an
Act was passed there would in the future
be no question in dispute or hardly any’
question that would not be capahle of
settieinent as between employer and em-
ployee. We have had lately a strike
which has affected not only the men en-
gaged in the industry, but many people
particularly in the south-western district,
who were largely interested in the timber
mills. A case was referred for the de-
cision of the Judge, and two assessors
were appointed to assist him. TUufor-
tunately the decision given by the conrt
did not meet with the wishes and ex-
pectations of the employees, and they
decided not te work any longer at the
wages fixed by the Arbitration Court.

Mr., Holman: That is not so.

Mr. FOULKES: I am remnnded they
were quite justified in doing so. I am
not here to-day to argue that question.
A good deal of discussion took place in
conneetion with that strike, as to whether
the gentlemen sitting in the Arbitration
Court were capable of settling an induos-
trial dispute of the chavacter hrought
before them. We are all agreed as to
the desire of our Judges to be fair, and
I listened with the greatest interest to
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the speach delivered the other night by
the member for Mount Magnet. He
saifl he did not, for instance, 1mpugn the
impartiality and the desire of the Judges
to do justice, and he admitted that the
Judges and the Judge in this case de-
sired to do justice as between employer
and employee. I should like io remind
the House of the fact, that when the
Arbitration Aet was passed theve was the
uitmost unwillingness on the part of
Judges to act as Judges in the Arbitra-
tion Court. {Mr. Troy: There still is.]
The Judges of that day pomnted out that
unfortunately by reason of iheir inex-
perience in industrial dispules and the
carrying on of various businesses, they
were precluded from being abe to judge
what was an adequate wage i the dis-
putes that might be brought nefore them.
That was the feeling of the Juldges when
the Act was passed in 1900. Since then
other Judges have also expres<ed, I be-
lieve publiely, but T am not sure if they
have expressed it publicly, but T know
every Judge throughout Austvalia is very
loth indeed to act as Judge in a dispute
in connection with the payment of wages
in industrial eoncerns. A Judge unfor-
tunately by reason of his past training
is not able to form an opinien as to what
are the best wages that shonld be paid
in various industries. He hkas had in
niost eases no business training, nor does
he know much about the lives of the vari-
ous employees who come under his notice.
Therefore ithasbeen brought foreibly be-
fore me, and I cannot help eoming to the
conclusion that the thme has now arrived
when we should cease to ask a Judge of
the Supreme Court to act as Judge in
the Arbitration Court. It would be of
immense advantage to relieve the Judges
of this work, and we shonld turn else-
where and see if we cannot get men who
have experience in various industries to
act. I would class the various industries
as much as possiblee I would elass
all  these industries connected with
mining, all those connected with agrienl-
ture, and all these connected with timber
concerns, in different classes. I should
give power to the two assessors appoint-
ed by the emplover and the employee,
to decide heiween them upon some third
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person who is willing to act as president
of the particular vourt in connection with
a partiealar dispute. I believe if that
system were adopted we should see pro-
bably the opinions of the various Arbi-
fration Courts listened te with more res-
pect in the future than they have unfor-
tunately in the past. If there was auny
inahility on the part of the {wo assessors
to ecome to terms as to who was a fit and
proper person to act as umpire, hecause
vou can only call {he position that of
umpire, in the case of any disagreement,
I should give leave to the two assessors
to apply to the Supreme Courl to ap-
poin some gentleman. Tt is wed worth
a trial, and I hope when the amending
Bill is brought forward to deal with the
guestion the Government wifl consider
the suggestion I have just made. There
has been a great deal of diseussion un-
fortunately in the debate as to the aclion
of Mr. Magistrate Roe. So anxious were
the men when this Arbitration Court was
being established that the Aet should
have a fair trial that a clanse was in-
serted in the Bill that any person who
aided and abetted a strike was to be
punished, and various penalties and fines
were to be imposed on him. Certain
men were brought before Mr. Magistrate
Roe and charged with the offence of aid-
ing and abetting in the strike. Mr. Roe
came to certain conelusions, I do not say
whether he was right or wrong, it would
not be correct for me to express an opin-
ion on that point, but I think it would
have been more dignified if the mewber
for Murchison had not aitacked 1he
magistrate as he did the other evening,
for eoming ta the decision which he did.

My, Bath : The hon. member is wrong
in saying that the provision was pul in
the Arbitration Aet itself ; the alterna-
tive of imprisonment is provided in an-
other Aet, the Criminal Code.

Mr. FOULKES : What I said was
that this Act contained a provision Fer
various penalties, so T was quite correet.
I was saying that I thought it would
have been more dignified if the mewher
for Afurchison had not aitacked Alr.
Magistrate Roe.

Mr. Collier : You cannot consider dig-
nity where justice is eoncerned.
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My, FOULKES : What I said was
that T thoughl it would have been more
dignified for the member for Murchison
ot to have attacked the magistrate who
passed these sentences. Mr. Roe is a
man who sat for many months as a
Judge of the Supreme Court, and I eon-
sider he is quite capable of sitting as a
police magistrate. I am quite certain
of this from what I know of him that
he is at all times anxious to do justice
between man and man. Unfortunately
the member for Murchison was found
guilty by Mr. Roe and fined £25. If we
are to allow members of Parliament to
come to this House to have their cases
- tried over again, it will be impossible
for us to earry on the proceedings of
this Chamber in a proper manner. 1
admit I myself was very much to blame
the other evening for making the sugyes-
tion which I made at the time, that Mr.
Speaker should hand to the member for
Murchison a copy of the ruling which
Mr. Speaker was good enough to give to
the House. T apologise now to the mem-
ber for Murchison for having made that
suggestion ; but I still think I may he
exeused for having made the suggestion,
for there is nething I have resented
ginee I have been a member of this
House so mueh as the unseemly attacks
made on magistrates and Judges in this
State. It is quile frue that our Btand-
ing Orders wmake the regulations with
regard to not attacking Judges, but T
think the same rule should apply to the
various resident magistrates.

Mr. VWalker : And )ustices of the
peace 7

Mr. FOULKES: I have the utimost re-
speet for some justices of the peace, even
for the Leader of the Opposition and the
member for Subiaco.

My, Walker: “BEven”

Mr. FOULKES: They are justices of
the peace; and as they are members of
the British race they would, like other
justices of the peace, try to do their duty
and mete ont justice between man and
man. The Labour Government, when in
office, appointed various justices of the
peace, and I give them credit for having
done their utmost, like all Governments,
to see that any men appointed would do
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Justice between man and man. There has
heen a great deal of discussion lately and
considerable anxiety on the part of the
community with regard to the finances.
It is true our defieit has increased during
the last year or two, and 1 helieve it now
amounts to a considerable sum; but in
my opinion there is not the slightest cause
for anxiety on the part of the people of
this eountry, and my reason for coming
to that conclusion is that the people are
apt to forget we set aside a sun—per-
haps the Treasnrer can tell me the exact
amount, I bhelieve £250,000 a year—to-
wards a sinking fund. Tf we had not set
aside that sura we should have had asur-
plus last year. I believe that no other
State in Australia has anything like the
same amount sel down as sinking fund,
and the other States realise this and give
us credit to a certain extent for having
our sinking fund. At the recent Pre-
miers’ Conference our Premier mentioned
that we could not afford certain matters
on account -of having a Qeficit; but the
other Premiers said “Deficit! Why there
is no deficit at all; you have a sinking
fund of £250,000.” That shows how good
our credit is.  [Mr. Ilingworth: We bor-
rowed on that basis.] True; but T do not
believe it has had the slightest effect on
the people who take up our bonds. [Mr.
Walker: What would they do if we re-
pudiated?] Tt is not a qoestion of re-
pudiation. T suggest to the Treasurer
that he should approach some of these
bondholders—this serip is held in some
eases 1n large sums—to see if there would
be any objection to their relieving vs of
the obligation of the sinking fund. T
believe there would be none. [Mr. Bath:
Not if we give them consideration.] I do
not helieve they would ask for a considera-
tion. At any rate it is well worth trying.
If the Treasurer found on inquiry that
the bulk of our serip was held in
Inrge blocks—I am not dealing with the
small holders—and if they could relieve
us of the obligation we entered into fo
provide this sinking fund, it would be
well worth considering.  [Mr. Walker:
It would he homiliating to the State.]
There is no necessity to ask for it pub-
licly, as there are many ways of arrang-
ing it, and T believe it is well worth
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trving. There is another matter thai is
causing considerable anxiety to the eom-
munity here, the question of the ad-
ministration of cur railways. There has
been a good deal of dissatisfaction ex-
pressed, not only here but ontside, with
rerard to the management of our iail-
ways. I am well aware that some years
ago we passed a Railways Act whereby
cerfain powers were given to the Com-
missioner of Railways; and I believe
it has been said in this 1Touse by varions
Ministers, hoth present and past, that
the effect of that Aect has been to confer
practieally the supreme control of our
railways on the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. 1 do not admit that to be the case.
I still consider that we have a large
amount of Ministertal control over these
railways ; and to prove that T should
like to mention twe or three facts which
I think should be sufficiently convineing
to show the Minister for Railways that
we bave Ministerial control. I know of
instances where the Minister for Rail-
ways has approved of rates suggested
by the Commissioner of Railways, and
where afterwards he has reduced those
rates. As an instance, take the various
agricultural railways recently built. In
that ense the Commissioner of Railways
fised certain vates for goods and passen-
gers along those lines, and these rates
were formally approved of by the Min-
ister; but several months afterwards we
found that those rates were reduced., I
believe under instruetions and by the
order of the Minister for Railwavs. We
find too that certain large railway works
have been constructed. For instance
take the construction of the duplication
of the line from Terth to Armadale
which cost a econsiderable amount of
money; I believe it ‘has cost something
like £30,000. That work was constructed,
I do not zay by the direct authority of
the Minister, but at any rate the Com-
missioner of Railways econstructed that
railway and received the sanciion of the

Minister for that work. [Mr. Gull:
Afterwards.] T will mention another
instance. In Perth a short time ago the
Conimissioner of Raillways proposed

making some additions to the Perth rail-
way station, and plans were drawn for
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the works under the instructions of the
Comimisstoner of Railways; but after-
wards people who lived near that railway
station complained of the proposed addi-
tions, and the member for Perth brought
the matter before the House and pro-
tested against these additions heing made.
It had this effect that the Minister for
Railwnys gave instruetions for these
works to cease. I should mention that
previously the gentleman who was Min-
ister for Railwavs at the time—I believe
it was Mr. Rason—denied that he had
given his approval for these particular
works; but when the papers were brought
forward there was the signature of the
Minister; there was his writing showing
his approval of these partieular works.
So there is an instance where the Min-.
ister had approved of these works but
afterwards gave instructions that the ad-
ditions were not to be carried out. It
is another instance showing that the Min-
ister practically was able to over-ride
the decision of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. I can give another instance. I
have dealt so far with the question of
fixing rates, showing where the Minister
has heen able to fix rates, also to re-
duce them; I have shown where he
has ratified and approved of the eon-
struction of various railway works, and
also where lie has given instructions that
certain proposed railway works were not
to he carried out. 1 ean now give an
instanee of where the Minister has inter-
fered with regard to the fixing of wages.
A short time ago I think certain men in
Geraldton eomplained that they were not
wetting a proper rate of wage. The
Commissioner of Railways decided on
the amount of wages that should he paid
to Lhese men, and the seale that he ap-
proved I think was in existence about
a week or a fortnizht. These men com-
plained, and the Minister I helieve on his
own initiative—at any rate he approved
of it—pave instructions that the rate of
these men’s wages was to be increased.
[Mr., 7. L. Brown: They could not get
men to take the place of the others, so
the department had to do it.] T am not
here to argue whether these decisions
on the part of the Minister were right or
wrong : I dare say they may have heen
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right or they may have been all wrong;
but I desire to show the House that re-
peatedly we have had instances of the
power of the Ministers to supervise and
to control these railways. I hope Ihave
astablished that faet, that hitherto we
have had a Minister who has, when he
thought fit, interfered with the railway
management. Having regard to the fact
that we have had Ministers who have not
refrained in cases where they thomght
fit to take part in the management of
rallways, I think they have evidently
realised that they are responsible te a
certain extent for the management of
these railways. 1 should like the House
to give consideration to that fact. Dur-
ing the last few months we have had
various reporis published in the Press
made by Mr. Chinn, and I am sure the
House will agree with me that the thanks
of the House and of the gemcral publie
are due to Mr. Chinn for the valuable
information he has given us with regard
to the management of these railways.
Ii seems strange to me that an outsider
like Mr. Chinn should be abie to give
us such valuable information with regard
to the cost and management of our rail-
ways, when the persons who are respon-
sible for the management of these rail-
ways do not appear to be able to do so.
There have been repeated complaints on
the part of the public about the high
rates charged for freights. T know in
my own case I have repeatedly brought
this matter hefore various Ministers. For
instance take the ease of the agricultural
lines which I view with considerable in-
terest. I mentioned to the Premier the
various high freights and passenger rates
charged to the general public who use
these railways, and I found that I could
get no satisfaction. I remember very
well af the fime I was told that I was
always complaining. I quite admit that
I always have complained of the high
freights charged upon our railways, but
unfortunately in each instance that I
comnplained to a Minister—1T am speaking
not only of this particular Ministry, but
of past Administrations, Labour and
non-Labour—I was invariably met with
the veply that om Ministers had no eon-
trol over our railways and that it was
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the Commissioner of Railways who was
responsible. It is most unsatisfaciory
that our railways should be run under
these conditions. Either our Ministers
are responsible, or they are not respon-
sible; and indeed I have always tried to
impress on the various Railway Minis-
ters since our railways have been run
under the present Railways Aect, that if
they do not approve of the wvarious
schemes and proposals made by the Com-
missioner of Railways they should not,
like automatons, sign their approval to
the various schemes suggested by the
Commissioner of Railways if they do not
approve of them, but (hat it was their
duty to object to them and to bring the
matter up before Parlianent. During
the last few years we have had the most
extraordinary things done in that Rail-
way Department. For instance when a
railway station, that magnificent strue-
ture, was built at Fremantle during the
last few years, not so mnch under the
auspices of ihe present Minister, but
under at least three or Four Ministers,
all of them when the matier was brought
before them, like helpless ereatures said
that they counld do nothing at all, and
allowed an enormous waste of money on
a piece of extravigance like that railway
station that has c¢ost something like
£40,000, [Mr. Davies: Cheap if it was
required.] I do not know that it was
required. I am eertain it was not neces-
sary fo spend a huge sum like that in
building a vallway station. [Mr. T. L.
Brown: That sum would huild a spur
railway.] I do not regard the building
of an expensive station as a remunera-
tive piece of business.

At 6.15, the Speaker left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair résumed.

Mr. FOULKES (continning) : At
the time of the adjournment I was re-
ferring te Mr. Chinn’s reports with re.
gard to our railway system. One eannot
help regretting that Mr. Chinn did not
make these reports say 12 months ago,
for if they had been made public at that
time, it would have meant a saving to
this country of something like £100,000,
One isalmost forced to regret that he has
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not been in a position to act as Minister
for Ratiways during that time. If he
had done so, I feel sure that this State
would have saved something like the
amount whielt I have menttoned. Min-
isters and members of this House realise
how much we require a large revenne in
order to carry on the Government of this
country. We bave had Ministers and
many members advocating additional
taxation, and they have complained that
there is not suificient noney to earry on
with and to meet the increasing demands
which are being made upon the Govern-
ment. Here we have a huge business
which, it has Leen shown, can with care-
ful management be weorked mueh more
inéxpensively than it has been in the
past. I venture to think that if more
careful attention is paid to the working
of the railways during the next 12
months there will not be the slightest
need of imposing fresh taxation on the
people. Mr. Chinn’s reports show con-
clusively to my mind that it is not new
taxation that is required, but merely the
more careful management of our rail-
ways. The Premier in a speech he made
recently at Bunbury, admitted the fact
that the management of the railways had
cost far too mueh money in comparison
with what it cost toe run a similar de-
partment in Queensland. He has prae-
tically pledged himself to say that our
rallways will be carried on at less ex-
pense in the fuiure, but I would impress
upon the Government that it will not do
to let the railways drift as regards man-
agement, and it behoves them to pay
more particnlar attention to that branch
of the service. We had it announced
in the House last week by one Min-
ister, I think the Premier, that it is
proposed to appoint a new Comimissioner
of Railways, who is to be a man of
world-wide experience. T regretted to
hear him say that he did net propose
that this gentleman shonld commenee his
duties before January 1st of next year.
That means that six months must elapse
before the appointment is made. I
think the time has arrived when the Gov-
ermment should take immediate steps to
appoint a man to take charge of the de-
partment. I regret that they did not
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think ft six or twelve months ago to
make iquiries for a fit and proper per-
son for the position.

The 3finister for Railways : What
wounld you pay a highly qualified man ?

Mr. FOULKES : If you get the right
man, I would be agreeable to pay him
say £3,000 a year.

The Minister 1 In order to do that we
would have to amend the Act.

Mr. FOULKES : I would not object
to any amendment of the Aet in that
direction. T think that all parties in the
House are prepared to assist in amending
the Railways Act, as has been indicated.
We all knew that Mr. George's time as
Commissioner would expire at the end of
June, and provision should have been
made to fill that position at once. In
December of last year a Bill should have
been infroduced pgiving power to the
Government to amend the Act in the
direction required, suech amending Aect
not to take effect until July 1st of this
year. It is quite true that the Minister
gave a pledge last session, or some time
last year, that the Government wonld not
take any steps with regard to appointing
a new Commissioner until Parliament

was consulted. Tt is easy enough to
consult Parliament and a  mofion
should have been tabled last ses-
sion, whereby the feeling of this

House ecounld have heen obtamed as lo
whether they thought there should be one
or three Commissioners.  Unfortunately,
by waiting until Mr. George retires,a con-
siderable amonnt of delay has been ocea-
sioned. I recognise the fact that it will
take three or four months before we can
obtain a suitable man, but I would sug-
gest to the Minister for Railways that he
should at onee table a motton so as te
find out from the House whether they de-
sire to have one or three Commissioners
appointed.  [Mr. Bolten : Or none at
aill.] As the hon. member says, or nons
at all. The sooner that faci is ascer-
tained definitely the better. Even to-mor-
row the Minister shonld introducc a
motion to that effect. [The Minister for
Railways: I will bring a Bill down very
shortly; as quickly as possible.] That is
rather vague. 1t is a most pressing mat-
ter and one of the most urgent things
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that we have to attend fo this session. I
would strongly urge the Minister to say
that at any rate next week a Bill will be
introduced, and that in the meantime he
will take steps to advertise in England or
anywhere else in the world he thinks fit,
giving due notice that the Government of
this country require a man to act as
Commissioner of Railways.

Mr. Taylor: You might get him on the
spot.

Mr. Bolton : The Bill has not become
law yet. .

Mr, FOULKES: As io the question of
Ministerial conirol of the railways, I ad-
mit that the present Minister has a good
deal to attend to. He holds not enly the
position of Minister for Railways, but
also that of Minister for Mines. This is
a most unfortunate allotment of Minis-
terial funetions. There are three Depart-
ments of this State that require most par-
ticular and urgent attention ; they are
the Mines, Agriculture, and Railways,
and they are the three most important
Ministerial Departments. What do we
find with rvegard to them? Two of the
most Important ones are handed over to
the control of one Minister; these are the
Railways and the Mines. The post of
Minister for Mines is quite sufficient for
any one man to look affer, and it is
impossible for him if he wants to travel
about our mining districts, whieh is very
necessary, to spare time for any other
Department. He will find now that,
owing to the North-West having de-
veloped from a mineral point of view as
it has done within the last few months,
it will be impossible for bim to travel
through these districts and look after that
work properly in addition to undertaking
the control of the Railway Department,
Then there is the Agricultural Depart-
ment controlled by a gentleman who has
bestowed a great deal of attention to his
work, hat it is well known that he unfor-
tunately is only able to devote three days
of the week to it. That means that we
have one Minister and a half attending
to the three most important Departments
of this State. [Mr. Taylor: Which is
the half?] One Miunister attends half his
time. The other Departments are not so
heavily worked. Take the Treasury.
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While I quite agree that this is a ver
important Department it is not a heawv:
one fo attend to. We lmow that whe
Sir John Forrest was Premier of thi
State he took that Department beecause, |
suppose, he concluded that it would b
necessary to devote a great deal of tim
to the duties of Premier, and therefor
would not have time to look after a larg
Department as well.  [Mr. Taylor: Hi
ran the whele concern.] He realised, .
feel sare, that it was a light Department
Then we have the Department of the At
torney General, and all of us know tha
this is not a heavy Department. The At
torney General is an able man, and I fee
sure that he will agree with me that hi
duties are not particularly burdensome
[Mr. Taylor + Read his speeches at Kal
goorlie, where he said that he had no tim
to leave lhis office.]  Then there is thu
Works Department. T admit that thew
is a lot of work to do in that Department
and there can be no doubt that the mem
ber for Fremantle has given satisfactior
in the way he has carried ont his dutie
as head of that Department. I eongratn
late him and also the member for Menzie:
(Hon. H. Gregory) for their success; the
latter upon the manner in which I
has carried out the work of the
Mines Department; but none e¢an con.
gratulate him or anyone else who has
held the post of Minister for Railway:
for the last fhree years wpon any snecess
they have gained in administering thaf
department. A good deal of attentior
has been given to the question of land
settlement and immigration. I would
like to eall the Government’s attention tc
the fact that this question of jmmigra.
tion is receiving the attention not only of
this TParliament and Government, bul
also, judging from the speeches that have
been made by the Prime Minister and
Sir William Lyne lately, by the Federal
Parliament as well. They propose tc
give this matter their very sericus con.
sideration. Sir William Lyne, judging
from the speeches he has made during
the last few years, is not particularly
favourable to the system of immigration;
but from the speech he made when in
Perth a few weeks ago we can see how
strongly he has been impressed with the
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uccess which Canada has achieved in
ttracting voumigranis to her shores. 1
eel certain we shall soon find that the
federal Government will give this matter
hebr earnest attention, with the result
hat a certain volume of immigration will
ome to Australia; and it behoves us to
ee that we do not negleet to secure immi-
rants from Great Britain and Ireland.
ludging by the recent statements of
dir Witliam Lyne on the eve of his de-
marture from London, he does not seem
o consider Western Australia a good
ountry for immigrants ; therefore we
hall meet with considerable eompetition
rom the Federal Government, who ap-
rear to know very little about our agri-
altural lands; and it will be necessary
‘or us to pay even greater attention to
minigration, otherwise we shall find that
vhatever number of immigrants do
.ome to Australia they will not come to
his Btate, for the Federal Government
vill endeavour to see that they go Iast.
“rom what T have seen in our agricul-
ural districts we have a splendid pro-
ipect before us. I do not pose as an
igricultural authority, but T have had
Le good fortune to eome in contaet with
. great number of agriculturists who
\ave taken up lands in various parts of
he country, and the vast majority of
hem are most sanguine as to the future.
Mhis State has witnessed an ewormous
levelopment in  agriculture and Jand
ettlement generally. Of recent vyears
1 large area of land has been taken up,
ind during the last two years a great ad-
-anee has been made in the system of
wltivation. Only a few years ago there
vere only three systems of land eulti-
ation earvied on. Under one sysiem the
ole idea of the farmers, more particun-
arly in the Eastern Districts, was to
wow corn, and in the South-Western
Jistricts they devoted themselves en-
irely to running eatile in the hush,
vhile in the North-West they relied en-
irely upon wool-growing. During the
ast two years the seene has changed,
‘or the people in the South-Western
ind the Eastern Districts are beginning
o see that our land is eapable of grow-
ng grasses quite as good as those of
lhe Bastern States. A large sam of
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money has been spent here in various ax-
periments with grasses. Only a few
weeks ago I met a large farmer in the
IKatanning Distriet, who told me that
he was spending no less than £36 in
huying a partienlar varviety of grass-
seed. T thought this was a large sum
to expend on one variety ; but he told
me that for the last two years he had
been experimenting with that grass, and
realised that it would probably be a great
suecess. We all know what splendid
times the Eastern States are having; and
the prosperity they enjoy is entirely
owing to the suecess of their farmers and
squatters, I feel sure there is a good time
coming amongst the farmers and other
settlers here. Of course, in some cases
there are failures, as there mmst be in
every trade ; and unfortunately, some
of these men have not been able to carry
oen as we should like ; but taken as a
whole, they are most sanguine ahout the
future, and T must congratulate the
Minister in charge of the Agrienltural
Department {Hon. J. Mitchell} on the
suceessful  manner in  whieh he has
carried out his duties. The Agrieuitural
Banlk Aect, passed last session, has done
great good. [Mr. Angwin : The people
will not apply for the money.] The
statement that people do not apply to
the bank for money shows, unfortu-
naiely, that the hon. member does not
know much of the subjeet. The Agri-
cultural Bank is inundated to-day with
applieations for loans ; the loan money
has heen the means of starting in busi-
ness a great number of men ; and much
credit is due to the Minister for intro-
ducing the amending Bill. I have
nothing farther to add, except to say
that we need not be disheartened during
the next year or two, as I feel certain
that the State has splendid prospects,
and that all we need is more careful
management of the Railway Department
and due attention to the mining in-
dustry.

Mr. P. COLLIER (Boulder) : In
dealing with the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address, the first question
that occurs to me is, how have the Gov-
ernment carried out their administrative
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duties doring the parliamentary recess 9
We have been told during the last week
or two, both in the Press and on the
platform, that party polities should be
dropped ; in short, we have heen told
we should be patriotie. Personally, if
patriotism means that we should refrain
from eriticising the administrative acts
of the Government during the recess, I
hope that not only in this House hut
throughout the State there will be an
abundance of uon-patriots. If we go
back to the close of last session, we shall
remember that the ery of the Govern-
ment was that they should be allowed to
go into recess. We were told that the
country required eontinuity of admini-
stration. That ¢ry not only proceeded
from the Government, but bad hecome
the parvot-ery of Government sup-
porters throughout the State—that the
country was languishing for sound ad-
ministration. How have the Govern-
ment carried out the promises then
given ¥ No sooner did the House ad-
journ than the Treasurer skipped away
to the flowery land of the geisha girl,
and he stayed there for no less than
four whole months ; and I can only say,
if it is possible for any man soundly to
administer his department at suech a dis-
tance, his billet must be easy indeed.
The only benefit the State had from him
dwing the whole four months was, I
helieve, that the messenger in his
department could go on the first
of each month to pay into the bank
to the Treasurer’s ecredit a sum of
abont  £83, totalling, T  believe,
£332. That is a sample of sound
administration in the Treasurer’s de-
partment. [Mr. Scaddan : About Min-
isterinl expenses when travelling 7] I
am not taking them into consideration.
I have no objection to Ministers’ travel-
ling about to make themselves acquainted
with the requirements of the different
portions of the State, but I do object al-
together to Ministers’ ftravelling to
foreign countries. [Mr. Troy : He was
looking for markets.] Markets, perhaps,
for the product of some private business,
but not affecting the welfare of this
State. The next department to which I
shall refer is that controlled by the At-
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torney General ; and in doing so I sa
it is my intention, notwithstanding whe
has been said by some members on th
other (Government) side, to eriticise th
administration of justice during the las
5ix months in this State. I aliogethe
differ from those members who say it i
unfair for a member of this House t
indulge in eriticism of men who, it i
said, are not able fo reply. I say I hav
heen sent bhere, and I eonsider it my duty
to eriticise any public servant so far a
the forms of the House will allow me t
do so, when I consider he is doing tha
which is inimical to the welfare of th
people. I did expect that the Attor
ney General, patticularly as he had givel
close attention to his department, woul:
have effected some reform. When (ha
gentleman went to Kalgoorlie he told u
that he had been unable to accept man:
invitations to visit different parts of th
State, because he found that if h
absented himself for even one day fron
his department his work fell into arrear
On the other hand we are told by th
member for Claremont (Mr. Foulkes
that the department of the Attorne
General is not a very hard one to ad
minister. If that be so, I wonder hov
the other Mimsters who have, for a con
siderable portion of the recess, been ab
sent from their departments, have go
along at all. T consider, with the mem
ber for Murchison (Mr. Holman), tha
the manner of administering justice ir
our police courts is a erying secandal
We had an exhibition of this at Fre
mantle, when quite recently a foreigne:
who arrived on our shores, and was per
haps unaequainted with our laws anc
language, was by the resident magistrate
sent to prison for one month withoul
having an opportunity of calling anj
witnesses or any evidence in his defence
With regard to that, a public body ir
Fremantle, I believe, made a request thal
the magistrate should be removed, and
received a very indignant reply from the
Attorney General. Coming to the resi-
dent magistrate in Perth I have oniy this
to say. In the Perth police court,
throughout the timber lockout ease, nc
man who sat there and listened could
come to any other eonclusion than that
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‘the magistrate was biased. Just as a
sampie, le was calied on to deeide
whether the occurrence in question was
a lockout or a strike. That was the
issne placed before him. But he went
out of his way to comment on the action
wof a member of this House, and said that
the advice given by the member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Holman) to the men, as to
the quantity of work they should do for
a certain wage, was dishonest advice,
Now I contend it had nothing to do with
the magistrate whether that advice was
honest or dishonest, That it was dis-
honest I do not allow ; but assuming for
a moment that it was dishonest, it was
-entirely ontside the magistrate’s juris-
diction to comment on the fact. He had
to decide whether the stoppage of work
was a lockont or a strike; and the speech
on which he commented did not in any
way assist him in arriving at a decision.
T intend to refer to a few of those magis-
trates, to show that it is time a radieal
change was made in the composition of
our police court benches. Only last
week a case was being tried in Kalgoor-
lie, with the resident magistrate presid-
ing. In that ecase the manager of the
(ireat Boulder mine {Mr. Richard Hamil-
ton), and two working miners, were
charged with a breach of the Mines
Regrulation Act ; and in giving his de-
¢igion the resident magistrate said :—

“T consider, on the weight of evi-
dence, although Martin (one of the
working miners) removed the men,
that he did not instruct them not to
pass to and from that way. He said
he did, but all the workmen say that
he did not. In this respect he was
negligent, and Fordham was injured.
I fine Martin £5. With regard to Mr.
Hamilton my opinion is that all rea-
sonable precautions were taken o make
the place safe as soon as practicable
when it was found te be dangerous.
T don’t see what he eould do. It was
Martin who was to blame. The charge
against Mr. Hamilton is dismissed.”

That is the kind of snobbery which should
not be expected in courts of justice. The
twe men who were miners were ealled
Martin and Fordham, but the other de-
fendant who was the Chairman of the
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Chamber of Mines and the Manager of
the Great Boulder Mine was called Mr.
Hamilton. That may be a very small
matter, bnt it is an instance of the class
bias of those gentlemen who preside on
the police court benches. The next mat-
ter I feel called upon to deal with is in
conneetion with the department controlied
by the Colonial Secretary. And in deal-
ing with this department in the first place
I come to the attitude of the Government
in regard to the timber dispute, The
Colonial Seeretary I believe administers
the Inspection of Machinery Act, or he
is supposed tv. It was to him that the
request was made that the Aect shouid
be administered impartially. Tt was
brought under Mr. Connolly’s notice that
at Yarloop a man was In charge of an
electric lighting engine who had no eer-
tificate, and although an inspector was
sent down to make inquiries as to the
truth of the allegations, which were
proved to be correet, still no action was
taken. The Minister justified himself by
a section in the Act which provides that
machinery used for domestic purposes
may be exempt from the Aet. Tt wasan
extraordinary reading of the Act to say
that an electric light machine at Yarloop
c¢an be construed into a domestie na-
chine beecause it supplies a few lights to
the town of Yarloop. A case oeceurred
at Jarrahdale. A man was in charge of
a machine af Jarrahdale for over a fort-
night and the attention of the Minister
was called to the fact, and an inspector
was despateched there to inquire into the
truth of the statement. Although the in-
spector reported that the facts were as
stated, the Minister declined to take any
action. We have had the Premier to-
night, and frequently members of the
Government, waxing indignant because
members in Opposition charged them
with assisting the Combine. What ecan
he said of a Minister who declines in a
specific ease like that to take aetion? It
proves the contention of the Opposition
that the Government all throvgh have
shown a leaning towards the Combine,
There ig another matter that occurs to me
that happened in recess. A deputation
waited on the Colonial Secretary with
reference to the action taken by the Gov-
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ernment referring to the rules of unions
in regard to political action, and the Col-
onial Secretary on that occasion gave the
most extraordinary reply I ever heard in
my life. He was asked by a wmember of
the deputation to point out the section
of the Aet under which be had acted,
that unions eould not use their funds for
political purposes, and he replied that
there is nothing in the Aet which pro-
hibits it, but that it was net thought of
when the Bill was going through the
House. Did net think of it! So pre-
sumably the Colonial Seeretary took it
on himself to read that into the Act. We
have to-night had repeated by the member
for Claremont a remark which has done
service throughout the State for many
years, and that was in reference to the
Minister for Mines. The member said
the Minister for Mines was the best Min-
ister that the department has ever had.
Nobody takes the views of the mem-
ber for Claremont as being of
any value in  connection  Wwith
mining ; at the same time this re-
mark has been repeated so frequently
around the banqueting table and in after-
dinner speeches by Ministers themselves,
that they are beginning to believe it is
true.  During last session this House
passed an amending Mines Regulation
Act, and Section 5 of that Aet regarding
the appointment of inspectors and their
duties provides that the Governor may
appoint fit and proper persons who have
had mo less than five years' experience
in underground mining work, and have
passed an examination preseribed by the
Minister, to be inspectors of mines. I
do not know how it is, but notwithstand-
ing the fact that this Act did not come
into forece until 1st June this year, six
months after the date it was passed, in
the meantime the Winister for Mines
availed himself of the opportunity to
appoint twe additional inspectors.

Mr, Heitmann: He made the ap-
pointment.
Mr. COLLIER: He made the ap-

peintment which has been charged against
him, and as far as I am concerned I
firmly believe he delayed bringing the
Act into operation so as to make these
appointments and evade this section in
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the Act. The Minister's reply to that
charge appeared in Saturday’s morning
paper, and this is what he says :—

“0n Febrnary 22, 1907, applica-
tions were invited by advertisement in-
the Press for two inspectors of mines,
candidates heing hotified that they
must give details of mining experience,
and that they would be expected to
present themselves for examination, if
thought eligible after examunation of
‘their credentials by a board of exam-
iners. Applications closed on March
16, 1907. A board of examiners, con-
sisting of the State mining engineer,
the director of the School of Mines of
Western Australia, and inspeetor of
mines W. F, Greenard, was appointed
on- March 18, 1907. The Dboord met
on Mareh 23, 1907, and considered the
applieations of 62 ecandidates. The
two who were finally chosen were al-
ready holders of certificates granted
after examination, one in New South
Wales, the other in England, which, in
the opinion of the board, rendered
farther written examivation unneces-
sary, but both were required to come
up for wiza wece examination by the
State mining engineer, which bhoth
passed quite satisfactorily. The re-
quirements of Section 5 of the Mines
Regulation Act, 1906, were complied
with thronghout, as to underground
experience and examination, notwith-
standing that the Aet was not brought
into operation till June 1, 1907.7

I coutend that is a distinetly inacenrate
statement.  The requirements of the Act
were not complied with. It is true that
the Minister states that these two gentle-
men passed examinations, one in New
South Wales and the other in England,
but what the nature of the examinations
was we are not given to know. We
know nothing at all about the examina-
tion of the gentleman in New South
Wales, and as for the examination
passed by the gentleman in England it is
worth very little. I have very little know-
ledge of England; but I believe there are
no great gold mmes there, that mining
in England is confined chiefly to coal
mining. and the nature of the work in
coal nines, copper mines, or tin mines is
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so different from what it is in gold mines,
that examinations in England are value-
less as far as this country is concerned.
[3Lr. Bath: The other candidates did not
get a chance.] Tliose were the only two
called up for examination, and the Mini-
ster says, or it says here, “they shall pass
an examination preseribed by the
Minister” In this case it was not
an  examination preseribed by the
Minister, and {hat was evading the
spirit and the intention of the Act,
The Aet does not give the Minister
power at any time to say what the
nature of. the examination should be.
No matter how the Minister for Mines
may wriggle over the matter, he abso-
lutely evaded the spirit and the inten-
tion of the Act. [Mr. Johnson: He did
not get the best men] He did
not get the best men. In this matier
members of the Government side will
bear with me a little while. Only last
sesston we were practically scoffed at in
endenvouring to get conditions in that
Act that would safeguard the lives of
the men engaged on the mining fields.
I am sorry to say that a large number
of members on the Government side paid
little vegard to our requests at that time,
We find that during last year there has
been an increase in the number of fatal
aceidents, from 34 to 40. That is an
inerease of six over the number for 19035,
and 14 of these fatal aceidents took place
on the East Coolgardie goldfield, that is
practically on the Boulder Belt, During
1906 there were 479 serious accidents
as against 270 in 1905, and 153 in 1904;
the Minister explains these figures by
stating that mine managers are begin-
ning to be more careful in reporting
serious accidents.

Mr. Scaddan: He said that last year,
when there were more accidents.

Mr. COLLIER : It was a legitimate
arcument last vear, because new regula-
tions were introdueced in 1905 and in the
beginning of 1906, and what was con-
sidered a serious accident in 1006 did not
eonstitute a serious aceident in 1905; but
there has been absolutely no change in the
method of reporting aceidents during the
last two years, so that explanation of the
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Minister for this increuse is nof a correct
one. .

Ar. Seaddan: It was stated that there
were one thousand aceidents, and this was
given in reply to a question asked in the
House last year.

Mr. COLLIER: Of the 475 accidents
tast year in our mines, 333 were on the
Boulder Belt. If that proves anything, it
proves there has been an insufficient num-
ber of inspections there ; and I may tell
the House that at one period last year, in
December, there was only one inspec-
tor, Mr, Hudson, in eharge of the
East Coolgardie Goldfield. That is
a scandalous state of affairs. Year
after year mining is beecoming a
more dangerous ocenpation on these gold-
fields ; the mines are continnally getting
deeper and the nature of the work is
becoming more dangerous, therefore
there is greater need for efficiency in the
matter of inspection ; but in spite of
that, one man was left in clarge of a
whole district like Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der during one month last year. The
State Mining Engineer admits that the
ingpectors do not inspeet the mines more
than once in three months. An inspee-
tion of that nature is a farce and of no
value whatever. While we are unable {o
give sufficient money to pay for inspec-
tors, I notice that only yesterday a depu-
tation from the Chaimber of Mines
watted on the Colonial Seeretary and on
the Minister for Mines—by the way it
was a secret deputation, and it is extraor-
dinary that whenever a deputation from
the Chamber of Mines wishes to inter-
view the Minister, it is done quietly, no
one knowing anything about it, but if
any member from the Opposition side of
the House wishes to take a deputation
to a Minister, it must be done publicly
and the Press admitted. Both these
deputations waited on the Colonial See-
retary and the Minister for Mines on
Monday., [Mr. Scaddan: It was a
private matter.] I have a fair idea of
their request, that increased police pro-
tection should be given {o the goldfields to
cope with the gold stealing, and 1 have no
doubt their request was granted. There
was a paragraph in one of the news-
papers last week, that it was the inten-
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tion of the authorities to double the
deteciive force on the goldfields. But
while money can be found for doubling
the detective staff and for safegnarding
these wealthy mines, no money ean be
found for doubling the staff of our
inspectors, a matter of much greater
importance to my mind, Showing that
the inspections were wholly inadequate,
I need only say that during the whole of
last year there weve only nine prosecu-
tions for breaches of the Mines Regu-
lation Act. I venture to say that I
could walk over the Golden Mile any day
in the year and point out where the Aect
is heing evaded in more cases than nine.
Three of these breaches took place in
Kalgoorlie; one being the prosecution of
a manager for allowing a sand dump
to be worked in an unsafe manner,
whereby one of the workmen lost his
life ; and he was actually fined £2 and
£3 18s. costs. That is the value of ihe
workman’s life. When fines of that
nature are imposed, it makes no differ-
ence whether the managers are prose-
cuted or not. We have been told by the
Premier that during his trip fo Brisbane,
which he rlaims was absolutely necessary
in the interests of the State, he was sur-
prised at the unfederal spirit shown by
the representatives of the different States
at that conferenee. The Premier states
that at the Brisbane conference a shibbo-
leth was almost universal, * What was
best for my State !” I say that the
opinions expressed at that conference,
and the feelings of those constituting the
conference, are no guide to the feelings
of the people of the Eastern States. If
there was an unfederal feeling shown by
the different delegates at that confer-
ence, it does not show that Western Aus-
tralia will not get a fair deal when the
matters affecting her interests are
threshed out in the Federal Parliament ;
and that is just the reason why I hold
that the Premier’s trip to Brishane was
absolutely a farce, because no matter
what decisions ‘were arrived at by that
conference, they had no binding effect
whatever, they could only bein the nature
of sugpgestions, which the members of the
Federal Parliament may reject with
scorn, if they choose, when these come
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before them. That being so, a gathering
of Premiers in any portion of the Com-
monwealth to deal with maiters which
a Federal Parliament alone has the right
to decide is an absolute waste of time.

The Premier: Why did the Federal
Government, as represented by the Trea-
surer, ask the Premiers to diseuss the
questions?

Mr. COLLIER: I am not prepared
to say why a gentleman like the Federal
Treasurer should ask anything. All I
can say is that the Federal Treasurer
does not represent the federal feeling of
any portion of Western Australia; not
of my portion at any rate, nor praeti-
cally that of any constituency in this
State. We were told by the Premier, in
his speech at Bunbury, that the State
has practically tnrned the corner, ihat
we are on the high road to prosperity
again. The Premier became quite poeti-
cal and falked about “the tide of fortune
bringing us on to prosperity.” He said
that with eareful administration of the
finances this was going to be brought
about. Nobedy would accuse the Pre-
mier of being lmumorous or in any way
sareastie, but I am inelined to think that
the Premier was inclined to be sarcastie
in regard to the Treasurer when he said
that with eareful administration of the
finanees the State would be on the high
road to prosperity. If we turn to the
principal industry of the State we find
that the prosperity the Premier speaks
abont does nof exist,. We are informed
in the Governor’s Speech that mining
development during the past year has
progressed most successfully. It seems
to me that Governors’ Speeches will
shortly become famous for inaceurate
statements; becaunse if we look at the
facts we will find that it is not so. ULast
year our gold yield decreased to the ex-
tent of 160,769 ounces. [Mr. Hudson:
Dividends kept up.] That is another
matter. Not only in pgold, but there
was a decrease in the value of minerals
to the extent of £380,190, It has heen
said that the deerease in the gold yield
amounts to very little after all, because
it has perhaps been brought about by the
decreased production of one or two
mines; but looking over the whole of
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the State we find that it 15 not so, be-
cause in 1906 ihere were forty-eight
producing mnines less than there were in
1905, while leases also decreased. e
find that in 1906 the leases in forece de-
ereased, as compared with the previons
vear, by 296 with an acreage of 2,903,
That shows, if it shows anything, that
the tendeney of our mining industry is,
as it has been for some years past, in
a decreasing direction; and it is not to
be wondered at if we look at the report
of the Mines Department and see the
amount the Government spent last year
in assisting prospectors. It has been
the stock argnment of the Minister for
Mines that it is the policy of the Gov-
ernment to at all hazards assist the
prospectors; and that cry has been
taken up by members on the Government
side of the House representing farming
constituencies who have not perhaps
taken sufficient interest in the subject to
know that the statement is not correct.
We find according to the report that in
the whole of the year the amount spent
under the Mines Development Act of
1902 amounted to £16,994 only, and there
were one or two questionable items in-
cluded in it, such as water supply for
Bulong, £2,500 and other items. I bold
that if our mining industry is to be main-
tained a considerably larger saum than
that must be spent every year. It is
ridiculons to expeet that we are going
to develop our outback goldfields by the
expenditure of a paltry sum of that
kind. Double that amount is very often
spent on some spur railway in
the bush which is not going to pay
working expenses to my mind for
many years to come. Itis the duty
of this State, in order (o find
mines which are going to take the place
of our mines that are fast working out,
to spend at least £50,000 a year in as-
sisting prospectors to open up new gold-
flelds. If that is not done, in my opinion
there is a serious future before the win-
ing industry of this State. The Premier
of course in his optimism relies on the
farming industry to pull the State
through. He boasts that last year we
sueeeeded in indueing 883 immigrants
to immigrate to this State. Why, I say
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that our immigration policy is becoming
the laughing-stock of the world. We
have bureaus in London, bureaus at Fre-
mantle, and immigration bureaus at Mel-
bourne. It will be hard for a tourist
shortly to go anywhere but he will strike
up against a Western Ausiralian immi-
gration bureau with a staff of officers.
[Mr. Gordon: What do we want better
than that®] If we ecould only exchange
the hon. member for some of the immi-
grants I should say they would be wel-
come. But does it pay us to go to all
this expense for lecturers in the old coun-
try, and officers of that kind, and bureaus
in order to gain an addition of 883 dur-
ing the year? [3r. Bath: We did not
gain that number.] We did not gain
that number. That is the number thatl
arrived in the State; but I have no doubt
a considerably larger number left our
shores. While we are chasing round
after these immigrants and using the tax-
payers’ money to get them, men who
have been here for the last 10 or 12
years helping to develop the State are
leaving our shores and going back tothe
East. It only needs a wise policy on the
part of the Governinent to get all the
immigration required without this forced
system of immigration. New Zealand
has increased her population during the
last 10 or 12 years. The arrivals over
departures there have been something
like 50,000; but New Zealand did not
gain all that population by these frantic
efforts of agents, leeturers and bureaus
scattered all over the world. She adopt-
ed a wise policy of legislation and fhe
people drifted there naturally, just as
population will drift, like water down
hill, while there are inducements to go
to a country. No money spent on forced
immigration will be a snccess if the con-
ditions in the country will not allow the
people, when they arrive here, or those
already in the State, to earn a decent
living. It is just like putting water into
a sieve; put it in at the top and it runs
oui again at the bottom. Our land settle-
ment policy has been boomed a good deal
lately, and the other night the Premier
claimed that it did not matter whether
those who were taking up our land were
residing on if or not, so long as the land
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was being worked. I say that it mat-
ters a great deal indeed. It is distinetly
unfair to a man who takes up land under
the non-residential conditions that others
should take it up under the residential
conditions on better terms and be allow-
ed to evade the conditions. That has
been going on for years in the State, I
pointed out some time ago where men
who took up land years ago under resi-
dential conditions have not been comply-
ing with the Aet; and no attempt has
been made to compel them to do so. I
know of men on our goldfields whe took
up land under the residential conditions,
who have never been near their land and
have no intention of going near it. I
have no desire to prevent their taking up
land, but let them do it under clanses of
the Act which will allow them to reside
wherever they like. Whenever it comes
to a gentleman’s privilege to deliver a
policy speech we generally have a budget
of figures regarding the wealth of the
country. We ave told how rich our min-
ing resources ave, how rich our agrieul-
tural resources are, and our pastoral in-
dustry; but it appears to me that the
wealth of a country does not depend np-
on the total wealth of these different in-
dustries. If we lock round this State
we have to ask ourselves who owns this
wealth ¢ It is not a matter of the total
wenlth of our mining industry, or any
other industry, but it is o matter of how
that wealth is distributed and who owns
it. We certainly have one of the richest
wold-mining countries in the world; but
who owns our gold mines, and where
does all the wealth of them go? Except
that which is paid in wages, every penny
made is going out year by year. Last
year our mining industry paid dividends
to the extent of £1,994,000, prae-
tically just under twg millions.
The value of the gold outpnt in 1896
amounted to £1,168,000, in 1906 it had
risen to £7,623,000, and in that time we
paid a total in dividends of about
£15,750,000. T ask any hon. member what
have we as an asset for all this? We
have nothing but a small hole in the
ground, and in a few short yvears when
the wealthy mines are worked out—and it
is no use disguising the fact that the
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richest mines are being worked out rapid-
ly—we shall have merely the satisfaction
of knowing that the mining industry has
produced gold to the value of £70,000,000
or £80,000,000. That will be of very little
use to the people who will be left here and
who will have to pay the interest and
sinking fund on the wvarious works of
the State carried out while the mining
industry was m a “boom” period, It
seems to me that we are living in a
fool’s paradise, It is the duty of the
people in this State to get a far greater
sharve of that wealth than they ave doing
at the present time. We are obtaining
now merely a beggarly sum of about
£95,000 a year from the dividend tax;
that is wholly inadequate considering the
vast rate at which the mines are being
worked ont. It is the dufy of the
Government to take at least double that
amount, or say £250,000, from those
dividends, and set the sum aside in
order to assist prospectors and perhaps
thereby discover some mines which will
take the place of those which are heing
worked out. The proposal of the Gov-
ernment with regard to the sabsidising of
the ecattle kings in the North-West seems
to me a highly unfair one to the tax-
payers of fhis State. The Governm's
Speech rveferving to the pastoral indus-
try states;:—*Magnificent as have heen
the developments in the pastoral indus-
try during the past ten years the pre-
sent season is confidently expected to
eclipse all previous reeords.” If this
statement be true, why cannot these gen-
tlemen provide their own freezing
works? [Mr. Bolton : So they wouldif
they were left nlone.] I believe ihey
would. The Minister for Works when
speaking a fortnight ago told his audi-
ence that what they bhad to fight was
socialism ; the so-called anti-socialistie
Government is always barping npon the
socialism of the Labour party. What
we on this side of the House have to
fight is the iniquitous brand of socialism
propounded by the Government. There
is socialism for the cattle kings, also for
the farmers in the direction of getting
advances from the Agrieultural Bank,
dairying experts, purchase of cows, pigs
and lambs, and all that sort of thing,
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and we have an expert travelling round the
world trying to discover parasites. [Mr.
Angwin: He should have zone to the
Treasury.] Yes, he is going on the
wrong road. This same brand of social-
ism is providing rabbit-proof fences for
the squattersin the North-West; but the
question is where is the socialism for the
people? While all this money is being
given to these wealthy magnates, these
«combines and these monopolists, where is
the money for the people? And whereis
it proposed to set aside any sum for those
people who have to earn their own living?
There-is not one penny of assistance for
them, and the monopolists will be enabled
to get their talons on the throats of {he
people.  The Minister for Works said
that, in connection with the establishment
of these freezing works in the TFar
North, regulations will be introduced to
safegnard the interests of the suall
pastoralists. I have had experience ot
regulations in connection with wood lines
on the goldfields, and I would like to usk
the Minister for Mines how ave we
to expeet that the Government will en-
force regulations when they refuse to en-
foree an Act of Parliament with regard
to the Timber Combine? Tt is imposing
upon the credulity of the people to say
that the regulations will be of any effect.
Wiih regard to the regulations for the
haunlage of firewood and other reguisites
of the mines on the fields, my experience
is that they are not worth twopence. I
know of wood companies on the fields
which to-day are charging 100 per cent.
over and above that charged by the Gov-
ermnment. The Treasurer need not look
surprised, for it is an absolute fact, and
this is being done with the consent of
the members of the Government. Ap-
parently they think it is a fair inerease
to allow a private individual to obtain
100 per eent. above that charged by the
State, and in face of that they express
some surprise that Staie enterprises are
not paying. As to the proposal for the
reform of the Legislative Council I have
little faith in the sincenity of the Govern-
ment in carrying it ont. Last session we
were told that it was the intention of the
Government to reduce the franchise for
the Yegislative Council, and the Attorney
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General, in his pre-ministerial days, went.
to Kalroorlie and told an audience there
that, whoever was in power, the first
measure 1o he brought forward must be
one for the reduetion of, the franchise
of the Legislative Council. In his
dramatie fashion he said that a Govern-
ment which negleeted to carry that out
wonld find there was a terrible awakening
for them in the future. Throughout the
long session last year no effort was made
by that gentleman to bring the mattter for-
ward. It is true he brought up—I be-
lieve two days before the end of the
session—a Biil dealing with the question.
[BLr. Bolton: One day.] Yes, it was one
day. In trying to explain his attitude
a few weeks ago in Kalgoorlie, the At-
torney General said that he was unable
to bring the Bill forward earlier as he
had not sufficient time owing to the un-
due amount of criticism indualged in by
members of the Opposition. We spent
weeks and weeks of our time, and wasted
it, on “tin-pot * Bills suech as the Police
Offences Bill, Second-hand Dealers Bill,
and the Bills of Sale Aet Awmendment
Bill, and one would imagine that a
measure which the Attorney General
thought was of such vital importance
would have been brought forward, and
that at all hazards we should have been
given an opportunity of dealing with it.
However, when we come to consider (he
reason which was given for not infro-
ducing it, perhaps we will be able to nn-
derstand why the Attorney General
acted as be did. e stated that it was
necessary for a measure of that kind to
lie on the table of the House of Com-
mons for 15 months before it became
law. [The Treasurer : Oh, no.] That
is the statement he made, but I do not
know if it is a fact or not. He said it
was necessary that any measure for the
altering of the constitution would take
18 months before it could become law,
and that it had to remain one session on
the table of the House of Commons.
[The JMinister for Mines : They do not
have a session of 18 months.] The hon.
member knows what I said, and he will
admit that if he be honest. What T =aid
was that the Attorney General stated it
would take 1S months for the Bill to
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beemne law, seeing that it had to lie for
one session on the table of the House of
Conmmons ; at all events if that 1s not
the statement T made it is the one I wish
to make. Perhaps in view of the fact
that we are to have elections for the
Legislative Couneil next year the Govern-
ment thought it wise that this amend-
ment should wot operate at that time. 1
would like to know why the Government
propose a £15 franchise ¢ What virtue
is there in £15% I am guite unable to un-
derstand why the qualification should be
that sum any more than that it should he
£25. If a property qualification is justi-
fied at all, £25 is equally justifiable as £15.
If the Government are honest in their in-
tention to bring about a reform in the
- Legiglative Council, they should abolish
the property qualification altogethber.
The Attorney General's somersaults in
this matter are in keeping with a good
many of his other actions since entering
political life. When a candidate he said
he believed in a land tax without any
exemptions whatever. He is absolutely
opposed to the expenditure of loan funds
on a rabbit-proof fence, and he suggested
that if there were no other way of raising
funds, the squatter should be made to
pay. He was also at that time a strong
advocate of the Esperance railway; now
he has gone over to those who, he pre-
viongly claimed, were responsible for the
centralisation poliey which had taken
place in Perth. It secems to me that
what a parliamentary candidate proposes,
a portfolio disposes of. The point that
shows up the Government in its true
wenerosity is that in regard to electoral
reform which provides for preferential
voting. I do not know much about the
svstem of preferential voting myself, not
having had any experience of it; but, as
usual, the Attorney General knows all
about it, and in explaining the matter to
an audience at Kalgoorlie he said:—
“The effect of preferential voting
wonld be hostile as a general rule to
a Government majority. For that
reason the question had always been
dropped by any party in power. The
party who were in power were gquite
content as a general rule te remain
sufferers in office.  However, they
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ought to make an attempt to dis-
sociate themselves from being swayed
by persooal motives or personal ends.
TWhen an Opposition were weak it was
a dangerous position of affairs for the
country.”
It appears from what he said that while
all other Governments in the different
States have been afraid to tackle this
question, as it would mean increasing
the strength of the Oppesition, it is left
for the present generous Government,
who are so solicitous for the welfare of
the Opposition, fo bring in a measure of
this kind in Western Ausiralia, and so
tend to strengthen their ranks. [Mr.
Bath: Do you remember how he advised
as to how the new measure would work?]
He stated that wnder proportional repre-
sentation the Government could never
hope to have a majority of an exorbjtant
nature. [Mr. Bath: Read the illustra-
tion.] It is unnecessary to give the
illastration now, it is too echildish. Just
imagine the generosity of the Government
in bringing in a measure to strengthen
omr ravks! Perhaps he was remember-
ing that the Opposition are likely to-
appear after the next general elections
in a different guise; and his generosity
therefore may not be quite so great.
The proposed amendment of the Arhitra-
tion Aet has been mueh in evidenee, and
with it I am quite unable to agree. We
are told it is proposed to appoint as re-
presentatives of the employers and the
employees men who arve experts In the
different callings in qnestion. Now if
the Arbitration Aet has failed anywhere,
it has failed because the Presidents of
the Court have not been experts in the
callings dealt with. While I agree. it
is highly desirable to have as representa-
fives of each side men who have an ex-
pert knowledge of the trade on which
they are to adjudieate, I say it is more
desirable that we should have as Presi-
dent of the Court one with an expert
knowledge of the trade; and so long as
we have as President a Supreme Court
Judge, so long will the court be a failure.
The failure results not from any short-
comings of the President, but hecause it
is impossible for any man whose environ-
ment has been set apart altogether from
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the industries on which he has to ad-
dndieate to give satisfuctory decisions.
Tt 1z impossible for a man who has prae-
tised law all his life, and who has per-
haps very little knowledge of eommercial
and  industrial matters, to grasp
thoroughly the intricacies of the different
industries which come before bim for
consideration ; and for that reason T
hold there is greater necessity for alter-
ing the personnel of the President than
for changing the representatives of the
employer and employee.

Mr. Bath: The great trouble is the
legal restrictions the court places on its
own jurisdiction.

Mr. COLLIER: That is so. Before I
sit down it is my duty to refer to one
matter mentioned the other night by the
member for Murchison (Mr. Holman);
the action of the Attorney General in
releasing a person on the goldfields, im-
prisoned in what is known as the sweated
sovereigns case. I do not wish to dis-
<uss the details of the ease; but in jus-
tice to the Attorney General, I, as one
who knows the whole of the eciveum-
stances, and knows the fresh evidence
#hat was placed before him, must say Le
was absolutely justified in his action.
Nobedy will say for a moment that T
hold a brief for the Attorney General;
but T do say that the man released, of
the three mmprisoned, was one whom the
Attorney General did not know, and who
had never lived in the Minister’s distriet,
nor did the Attorney General know any
of that man’s friends; and one of the
men not released is one whom, I helieve,
the Minister does know personally, he
having been a resident of the Minister’s
€lectorate. Therefore, as one who knows
the whole of the faets, I say that the
Attorney General's action is perfeetly
Jjustified. A word as te the reference
made last week by the member for Perth
{Mr. H. Brown) to the Opposition. The
lion. member, like a good many outside
the House, believes that he burls some
sort of an insult at other members when
he describes ws as agitalors. Speaking
for myself I say that the epithet con-
veys no insult to e, nor to any other
man who knows anvthing of the history
©of human progress; for throughout the
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centuries the men wha have heen e
scribed as agitators have been responsible
for the progress of the human vace; and
in every age the Browns of the day have
sneered at those men as agitators. Every
milestone along ihe path of progress and
advancement has been erected by the
work of agitators; and it is heecause of
their work that men like the member for
Perth are able to enjoy the privileges
which they enjoy to-day.

Mr. W. T. EDDY (Coolgardie) : With
other members who have spoken, I de-
sire to congratulate you, sir, on your
again presiding over this Assembly, and
also to express my loyalty to our Sove-
reign, quoting the words in his Excel-
leney’s Speech, which mean, I take it,
our loyalty to the positions we hold as
representatives of the people of this
State, a part of this great Commonwealth,
which is no small part of the Empire.
Although many of the speethes in
this debate have been charged with
great quantities of defamatory matter
and other harsh statements, it is pleasing
after all to koow thai the best of good
humour bas so far prevailed, and I hope
that the same good feeling will exist to
the end of the session. [Mr. Taylor :
Do net throw down the apple of dis-
cord.] The member interjerting moved
vecently au amendment to secure an early
hour of sitting, and spoke of the limes we
had last session, when the House sat till
the early hours of the morning listening
to his long speeches. The “hear, hears”
that came from the Opposition benches
were, [ hope, genuine when the Premier
remarked that he hoped we should nout
indulge 1 any early-hoor sittings this
session.  Strong accusations have been
hurled somewhat hroadeast, and it is
pleasing that they have all been accepted
with very good grace. It seems to me
that the privilege of Parliament gives
members preat freedom, almost too much.
Ii is a ease of “Tll have a drink with
vou in the Corrider, but will give you fits
from my seat in Parliament.” This may
he all right at times, but it is a question
whether a member may not o too far.
That. however, is just by the wayx, and
after all is a maiter for ourselves and



256 Address-in-Reply :
our eleetors to' determine.  The bill of
fare presented by the Government must
certainly be classed as bounteous, and of
the 25 paragraphs contained in -the
Governor’s Speech I intend to touch only
on two or three which I think are of
greatest importance, and probably on
two or three other questions that may
not appear in the Speech at all. T must
congratulate the Premier, who I think
shionld be eongratulated all round, on the
attention given to the mining industry.
[Labour Members: Oh!] .- Notwith-
standing the interjeetions and the laugh-
ter of the Oppaosition, I say that no Gov-
ernment  since the commencement of
Parliament in Western Awustralia have
given morve attention to the great mining
industry than have the Moore Govern-
meni.  Notwithstanding the harsh re-
marks made about the present Minister
for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory), the de-
partiment could not be n more capable
hands than his, To carry out the duties
appertaining to his important office is
no easy task in this vast State ; and the
manner in which the Minister has tackled
s work is worthy of commendation.
He deseribed his last “ jaunt,” as mem-
bers apposite call it, to the Nor'-West
as a holiday, a fine and instroctive holi-
day. I eall it no holiday hut a hard
task, involving rough travelling through
hundreds of miles of dry country, camp-
ing out early and late—a mode of travel-
ling very different from that practised
in other States where accominodation is
mueh better and more easily obtained.
I call it no holiday, and I know of no
man in this Parliament who could or
would do the all-round hard work the
Minister has doue, and then class it as a
holiday., The financial load which the
State has to bear is feit by the mining
as by other industries. We notice that
during last year a loss of £800 has been
made on the publie batteries; this against
a profit of £2,000 for the previons year,
showing the necessity for most careful
and econowmic administration. Although
many of us advoeated the reduetion of
battery echarges, we cannot blame the
Minister for not acceding to every re-
quest made at all times and from all
parts of the State. We must also con-
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gratulate the Minister on many of his
projects which have turned out fairly
profitable. I will refer first to the slimes
plants, of which we have in this State
only two ; ane at Mulline and the other
at Norseman. The departmental esti-
mate for the erection of the slimes plant
at Norseman was £2,500. The Minister,
thinking the estimate muceh too high, or-
derved that the work shounld be done by
private people, and they erected the
plant for £1,700. {Mr. Scaddan : You
are well informed.] It is guite true, and
you will have an opportunity of refut-
ing any statement T make. [Mr. Scad-
dan : Have you any doubt about your
own statement 9] None whatever. And
again, after a month’s fest of the slimes
plant at Norseman, the treatment work
was carried out at a cost of 6s. 6d. per
ton against a cost of 10s. 6d. at Mulline.
The Minister must also be praised forr
his intention to introduce light batteries,
small plants that can be cheaply removed
from place to place ; for after all,
the eartage of ore is one of the greatest
reducers of value, and retards the pro-
gress of the industry. The intention of
the Government to erect small plants
and to test values is certainly to be
highly commended. The question of
water supply is one of the most impor-
tant affecting the mining industry, and
it is satisfactory to know of the good
work done during the last year or two.
I shall now refer to one or two schemes :
first, the splendid supply provided at
Meekathaira, in the district of the mem-
ber for Murchison (Mr. Holman),
where an expenditure of £10,000 has en-
abled the water to be taken right into
the town, a distanee, I believe, of about
pine miles ; and yet the bon. member
states that the Government bave done
nothing. Also at Leonora, in the con-
stituency of another Oppositionist (Mlr.
Stuart) a splendid snpply has been pro-
vided for the town and mines, at a cost
of £16,000 or £17,000 ; and yet we are
told that the Government have done
nothing. Again, at Ravensthorpe, in
Mr. Hudson’s electorate, several large
dams have been provided at a cost of
£8,500, and at Norseman the mines have
been provided with water at a cost of
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£12,000 ; yet right along the line mem-
bers opposite arise to tell us thai the
Government have done nothing. Again,
in the Yilgarn electorate, represented by
Mr. Horan, a good wafer supply has
been provided ; and in addition a sum
of £10,000 has heen spent in shallow
boring in various mining distriets, and
200£t. of wells ; vet we are told that the
Government have done nothing. T am
only mentioning a few of these works.
On the other hand I submit that the
Minister for Mines has foo much power,
that it 1s a mistake the Minister should
have the right to forfeit a man's claim,
as he can do, if the man happens to be
away from work for a day. At the
same thme, care should he taken to pre-
vent shepherding. We should insist on
all mining areas being utilised ; but the
eonditions should be more secure. It is
wrong that the Minister or the (Govern-
ment should have power to alter cove-
nants : the conditions should be more
clear in the Aect itself. The Ministry
and the Government may he congratu-
lated on the part they have taken in
initiating and opening up that great
stock voute whieh is going to mean snch a
lot to the goldfields. It will be the means
of bringing cheap meat to the goldfields,
also opening up the pastoral fields there
where fortunately water can be ohtained
at a shallow depth. This will mean
cheaper meat for the people, and will
give great Impetus and encouragement to
the inining industry and be of great as-
sistance to the prospector. I strongly
urge a big reduetion in the carriage of
mining  timber and other commodities
that are supplied to the people on the
goldfields. Every facility should be
given, nolwithstanding what we have
heard here, for the encouragement of
capital. It is to the interests of our
State and the goldfields to give eapital
all the enconragement we can ; and I
venfure to state ithat in Western Aus-
tralia we have enough low-grade proposi-
tions to give employment to all those now
ont of work. I am just going (o quote
one liitle instance, which is a record
for Western Australia—I refer to
the ontput last month at Lyndsay’s in
Coolgardie ; and this is a startler
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what

as  showing hat can be  dons.
Fifteen men put out 1,450 tons for a
yield of 111 ounces odd, averaging just
a fraction over 1V4dwis. to the ton. They
paid £25 for hire of battery; £19 Ss.
royalty; £20 for water and £97 for fire-
wood and haulage; and these men ade
wages on a fraetion over 1lbdwts. tothe
ton. These were the tributers at Lyad-
say’s.  With economy and earefulusss
in the introduetion of eapital we do not
know what may happen in Western Aus-
tralia in the future. Just before I drop
the remarks about the mining indnsiry,
I wish to say we should give every facility
we ean to the prospeetor and at all
hazards keep up the standard of the
workers and their wages. Now a word
or two as to our railways. In addition
to the praise and commendation that are
due to the Ministry in connection wilh
this matter, had our Premier been a lazy
stay-at-home kind of Premier, would we
have had the Norseman Railway? I think
not. The Premier was determined to szee
for himself, and he went; and now the
railway is in course of construetion.
Ditto the Ravensthorpe line, which will
mean a great thing for the southern part
of the State. Now we are to have the
Mt. Magnet Railway, and the Port Hed-
land line is to eome. All these railwavs
are in the electorates of my friends in
Opposition, and yet we find them getting
up, one by one, and telling the House znd
the people of the State that the Govern-
ment have done nothing. In reference
to the railway tariff I submit we should
have cheaper carrviage for mining ma-
ehinery, mining timber and mining ‘re-
wood, also for firewood for household
purposes. We find on the fields the wood
is getting cut out for miles around, and it
is very necessary for household purposes
to allow the railway rates and charges
for the carriage of firewood, as well as
for other things I have mentioned, to be
considerably lowered. There is one other
matter as to railway charges—and this
was mentioned by the member Ffor
Greenough (Mr, Stone)—as to sandal-
wood. Ti is a crying shame that the
charge for sandalwood, which is earried
on the back train journey, should stand
at such an exorbitant price. I have an
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lustration here. Produce, flour, and
stuff of that deseviption are taken from
Fremantle to Laverton for a charge of
£1 125 per ton—very cheap, too cheap
almost in comparison with ofher things,
whereas sandalwood, which the poor
fellows in the bush have to eut, pays £3
and £4 per ton for earriage to Fremantle.
The whole railway tariff requires revis-
ing. The present railway book needs
burning or burying. T say without hesi-
tation, and as a commercial man, that
I protest against the rates charged, snd
that our tariffi book is an abortion. Non
one nnderstands it, not even the men on
the railways, and nof even the Commis-
sioner himself. T just want fo give (wo
or three figures showing the echarges
people on the goldfields are paying for
their ecommodities. Flour, wheat, produce
ete., are taken up to Laverton at a cost of
£1 12s. Third-class goods—there are so
many classes in the book—tea and other
household requisites have to pay £11 1s.
7d. per ton—a matter of 700 per ceut.
on the previous eharge T have mentioned.
This is preposterous. Then again, kero-
sene, 1s another item I wounld like to
mention. The people’s light has to pay
£7 5s. Gd. as against £1 12s-—an extra
charge of between four hundred and five
lundred per cent. An S-ton truck of one
class of goods costs £12 16s., while an
S-ton truck of another class costs £68 ds.,
while there is the same work, the same
handiing, the same haulage. It is mon-
strous. Of conrse the cheap rate is done
to assist the farmers. YWe want to as-
sist the farmers, we wish them all luck
and prosperity; but such contrasts as
these arve unfair to the people on the
woldfields, who do not want to be robbed
to this extent. T hope =ome great change
in the laviff is made, and that quickly.
The tanff charges should he made elear
and understandable.  As to the railways,
a word or two ahout the Commissioner-
ship. I think this work can be done
with onr own men in the State. I say
eive them a chance. If out of a staff of
6,000 men in the State we eannot find
amongst them a number—one. (wo or three
as the ease may be—te run our railways,
then it would he a wise thing {o sack
the ot of them. Mr. George has gone.
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I do not think le should ever have been
appointed; that is my eandid opinion,
becanse 1 submit we want a man with
raibway experience. At the sane line,
I say Mr. George was a hard-werking,
conscientious man; and I believe nuw that
a lot of the excellent work he has done
will be apprecisted. There are just two
or three other matters here—and I am
going to mention one that is not in the
Governor’s Speech at all.  The member
for Murchison (Mr. Holman) in his re-
marks spoke of the sweating that cxisted
in our State, and said it was on the in-
erease.  The commitiee of inquiry last
vear, the Sweating Committee, showed
that the condition of the workers in the
factories of our State compared {ovour-
ably indeed, if not better than, lhose of
the other States and in other parts of the
world. [Mr, Angwin: That is not say-
g much,] Probably so; but we are
Pleased after all to find out fhat the
alarming statements were uot altogether
as true as they were exaggerated from
some quarters. But this is not the point
I want to toueh on. Some of the evi-
denece which was elicited duwring that in-
quiry was not published. And perhaps a
hint here may be accepted as not out of
place from our seats in Parliament. We
were teld—and the evidence we were re-
ceiving was given with the very best of
Intenfion and is supposed to be true—
we were told that a greal percentage
of the dresses worn by many ecarning -
small wages were wore expensive than
nost wages indieated. I am mentioning
this in the hope that it is not true and
perhaps as a warning to our girls, and
more particularly to the parents of those
girls, becanse 1 think myself that the
parents are affer all most to blame, We
found during that inquiry that our girls
were not receiving that domestic (raining
which would hefit them later for the con-
duet of future liomes as molliers and
wivez, We find in the evidence that it iz
trne that in the cily of Perth people
were sending away to distant parts of
the world for domestic semvants. This is
no eredit to ns at all.  Some mention has
been made in the Governar’s Speech of
securing move protection for infant life.
But a note of warning may help and as-
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gl those men and wemen whe are work-
ing hard to keep up the meoral standard,
which may stave off the necessity for the
projection mentivned.  In reference to
Federation. this was touched on; in fact
the Premier himself elassed it as an incu-
bus, beeause at present we are not getting
too fair an income from the Common-
wealth. I |believe the {ime is not
far distant when this State will be
the Eden of the Commonweslth. The
revenne of Western Australia in
1000 was £2,875,000, and it had
risen to £3,972,000 in 1906—that in
spite of the cessation of all inter-State
customs duties. The population inereased
from 176,000 fo 259,000; the savings bank
deposits  from  £1,112,000 to £1,734,000;
bank deposits from £4,300,000 odd to
£3.330,000; bhank assets from £3,742,000
to £7,519,000, and so on. Then again in
1900, 309.000 acres were alienated; in
1901, 351,000 acres were alienated; and so
on, I mention these figures to show that
Federation has after all only shaken us to
ous senses; it has stirred ws to action and
now we are going right ahead. We have
produced in gold and minerals values to
the amount of £73,000,000, and -over
£70,000,000 represenis gold alone. Last
vear the value of our gold output was
£7,633,719, nearly half the gold produe-
tion of Australasia and double that of
Vietoria, while our mining industries
alone in Western Australia have em-
ployed 19420 men. I have been at all
times and always will be—notwithstand-
ing that the member for Swan is looking
so hard at me—an advocate of Federa-
tion, and will never regret the step we
have taken. We ean be kept back
but a little longer. The prosperous
times elsewhere from good seasons have
kept them booming; we have had a lean
time in Western Australia; but I submit
that we are just now feeling our feet and
eslablishing a foundation, Those who
are leading wili soon be back to their
field while this State T think will romp
home the easiest of winners, Those are
the few questions I intended to touch
upon; but in reference to the gentlemen
who have spoken from the opposite side
of the House, it is only fair I suppose
after all to deal out a little eriticisn. We
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on the Guvermmeni side get it, and |
hope members opposite will give me
the same privilege of eriticising them.
The Leader of the Opposition throughout
his speech put the worst possible con-
struction that he eould on the affairs of
the whole Staie fo our detriment. [Mr.
Bolton: The Premier complimented him.]
I do not care what the Premier said; I
am giving my opinion. Instead of help-
ing and keeping up our reputation the
hon. member’s speech, so far as the in-
terests of this State are concerned, was
most damning. Every wrong, every oe-
currence in the State he puts down to
and blames on the Government—the poor
Government. His remarks about the
Treasurer waiting and hoping for rich
men to die were altogether sacrilegious
and absolutely rude. The hon. member
made mention of that £60,000 odd that
we might have gained had a land tax
been ecarried through. e were told
that this loss was occasioned because we
did not meet in the Febrmary session.
We all know that this question was un-
animously agreed to in this House. I
was not the fault of this Chamber that
we lost the £60,000.

Mr. Bolton: Yes it was. We were
offered the passage of the Bill without
exemptions, but we would not aecept
that.

Mr. EDDY: That may have been =
grag. The chances arve that had we carried
the Bill without exemptions it wonld
have met with the same fate, A general
election over the matter would have cost
thousands of pounds, and members
would probably have lost their little hits,
while the members of the Lemislative
Council would gladly have sat hack on
a box-seat and smiled, while we were
fighling and receiving all tlie kicks and
enffe. I submit that the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition in regard to
mining questions were altogether wild
and irrelevant. He started to tell a
tale abont some people floating a com-
pany with two or three thousand pounds,
and after a few drinks, tossing up
whether they would o east or west.
Those are the tales one hears in the Cor-
ridors or in the bar parlours. All the
failings were laid by the hon. member
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at the door of the Government with ref-
erence to mining. But the hon. member
was a member of a Ministry that lasted
for 16 months. I ask him where were
the noble efforts he put forward? With
reference to his remarks about the meat
industry and freezing works I am going
to have very liftle to say, because it is
a question that members should consider
when we are confronted with some more
facts. The scheme iz a proposal I
presume to  place into prominence
the northern part of the State, and not
allow it to be dormant as it has been for
years past. We find that our Opposi-
tion friends blame this Government from
one end to the other, but after all we have
never heard one remedy suggested. The
matter of electoral reform is also one
which will need a great deal of grave
consideration when it comes before the
House. We speak and know of the bad
state of affairs in elections here, but it
is not as bad as affairs in the East.
Over there, during the last election
affairs were something deplorable. I
believe that when all the evidence and all
the facts  are hrought before the Chamber
we can frame an Electoral Act that will
be heneficial and of good to us. I hope
if the Attormey General does not bring
it forward, one matter will be brought
before the House—in fact if it be by no
one else T will myself bring it forward.
1 refer to the matter of compulsory vot-
ing ; I believe it would be a step in the
right direction. The Leader of the Op-
position aceused the Premier in refer-
ence to the trip to the East, and stated
that it was a wrong action for the
Premier and Attorney General to take
the trip. When I heard the hon. mem-
ber speaking I thought he was perhaps
a little jealous beeause of all the treat-
ment he himself received last year. I
maintain that it is quite right that our
Premier shonld go to these conferences
and take up the cudgels on behalf of
the State. I ean hardly understand why
the member for Pilbarra shounld stand up
and abuse the Government in the way he
did, considering the preat interest his
electorate has received. The Govern-
ment should have received his very best
thanks and congratulations. [Mr, Un-
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derwood : T pave them.] If the hon.
member did not feel that way, he should
certainly have had that courtesy on he-
half of his constituents. The member
for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) spoke very
harshly about the members on the Trea-
smry heneh going into recess to attend
to their administration work, and I con-
sider that he also, with the member for
Pilbarra, should have thanked the Min-
istry, [Mr. Underwood : You cannot
buy us with a railway.] The hon. mem-
ber has not got his railway yet. The
member for Mt. Magnet spoke of the
Premier and his Ministers jauniing
throngh the country. I do not know that
the proposition of the railway would
have been as far forward as it is if the
Premier had not gone into that district.
[Several interjections.]  Certainly the
hon. member approved of the railway,
but very mildly indeed. He qualified
his thanks very much. I venture to say
anyhow that the courtesy of acknow-
ledgment will he extended to the
Premier and the present Government by
the majority of the hon. member’s con-
stituents. The Government have been
blamed all over again in reward to the
timber trouble. They have had abuse,
they have been accused, but as in other
instances there have heen no suggestions
of remedy. Probably had the Premier
and Ministers been as officious ag other
gentlemen they might have been doing
time to-day; probably they might have
heen in gaol. On the other hand, it was
just a matter of feeding up the devil’s
brigade a Ia the legal profession, who
Liave made sueh a good thing out of the
late strike. I do not wish to say much
about this strike. Perhaps the less
said—[Mr. Taylor : You are treading
on dangercus ground.] The member for
Mt. Magnet spoke also about members on
this side of the House not coming hack
again if there was a general election. I
am quite satisfied that an immediate elec-
tion would not be very weleome to any
mewbers. It is hardiy possibie that
the whole of the continual abuse
showered by the hon. members opposite
meets with the favour of the majority
of the hon. members’ constitnents. Some
day members opposite will find that the
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shmplicity of their comstituents is not to
be played on for ever. I do not wish to
take up any cudgels on behalf of the
Press, but the remarks hurled about re-
garding the Press by the Opposition were

altogether unfair and undeserved. [JIr.
Taylor © Why did you not deal with
that question when it was before

the Honse %] I only desire to make
this point : it would be dangerous,
the Press would bhe a power no
longer, it it adepted the lines sug-
gested by hon. members opposite.
(Mr. Underwood: To tell the truth?]
There is just another little matter I have
noted here. YWhen we were in recess
I found eut—I am going to menljon
names so that wembers will not say I
am unfair—that the members for Mt.
Magnet and Murchison, and Mr. Pearce,
a member of the Federal Senate, prob-
ably well-meaning men to whom 1 give
credit for a lot, during the last six months
in many of the out parts of the State
where there was no Press, dealt out their
unfair stuff to members.

Myr. Holman: Where was this?

Mr. EDDY : At Meekatharra and Black
Range. 1 ean fell you all about if when
I get into the Corridors,

Mr. Angiein: Were you there?

Mr. EDDY: Na. I will tell you how
I know. The memher for Mt. Alagnet
attacked me in a most unfair and un-
matly manner, and T have the satisfae-
tion of knowing that he had to apologise
to a friend of mine before ihe meeting
was over, That 35 how I know. In re-
ference Lo the Arbitration Court, about
which se much has bheen said, Mr. Justice
Burnside, who presides over the court,
was strongly advoecated for by hon. mem-
bers on the other side. Then again Mr.
Roee, who lias been so much abused in
the course of this debale, was also wanted
for the position when the Chief Justice
left it. Both these gentlemen are now
most abused men. .wr. Hohnan said in
his speech that he never made a state-
ment he eould not qualify. [Member:
He did not say that.] Well, that he
never made a statement he could not
substantiate. It i well known there is
no mewber of this Assembly who has
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been compeiled to make more apologies
and withdrawals than he has.

Mr. Holman: On a point of order, T
ask the member to withdraw. I have
never apologised to any member, because
the statements I have made are abso-
lately true. The statement just made
by the hon. member is ncorrect.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. memher must
withdraw, under the regnlations of this
House.

Mr., Eddy: T withdraw the word
“apology” it I am wrong, hat I will sub-
shitute “withdrawal” for it. The hon.

. member has made several withdrawals.

Mr. Holman: Again T ask for iuat
to be withdrawn. The only withdrawals
I have made ave these in order to con-
form with the Standing Owvders.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member takes
exception fo the word “withdrawal;” so
ihe bon. member for Coolgardie must
withdraw that word.

Mr. Fddy: 1 withdraw it if he takes
exception to it, but at the same time
trnth will stand.

Mr, EDDY (continuing) :  The hon
member alse spoke on the question of
the payment of increased salaries to mem-
bers, and said it was impossible for them
to meet all the domands for travelling,
postiges, and Leleg--n.ms. L quite agree
that the salaries do not compensate for
the work done, but we must be very
careful in dealing with any question as
to the State paying members’ expenses.
An example of that is provided by Senator
Pearce, who, during his first term as o
member of the Federal Legislature, spent
the sum of £70 evpenses, postages, and
telegrams. [ M7, Seaddan : £16.] Fena-
tor Pearce wus the cause of costing the
Commonwealth £70. [Mr. Heyward:
Did the Commonwealth pay that ¥]  Yes.
The member for Boulder made several
accusations in the course of his remarks,
and stated that different justice was deals
out to different sections of the commun ity.
That is all bunkum, and such statements
will, T am sure, not find favour with the
general public of this State.  [Mr. Collier :
I'do not care; they are true.] Perhaps
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in speaking of the agriculturists I lave
hee 1 gomewhat severe in the comments
I have male, but [ congratulite the
agricultural industry npen the progress
which is being made, and give credit to
the Honorary Minister who has done
saeh oxeellent work. I am glud to vefer
ta the progress made in Coolgardie, and
tn inform the House that the Hampton
Plune Company ace bringing over 300
or 400 cattle to theic land in the Cool-
gardie district. The climatic condicions
are getting very much better in this
Stase.  [Mr. Taylor : How mueh country
have the Hampton Plains Company got 1]
I do not know what is the ares. [t is

pleasing to know that we lLave grass’

country on the goldficlds, thanks to the
splendid seasons we have had during the
past year or two. In conelusion, I would
congratulate other Mirdsters for the hard
work they huve done, and the officient
mannsr in which their duties have been
carried out. ‘the Honorary Minister has
done splendid organisation work ; and
the agricultural industry in this State
has  had an  awakening.  Victoriu's
prosperity is due to the dairying industry
there, and 1 hope and helieve that the
enormoits imposts which we now receive
in this State will be minimised "yvear by
year, and that large exports will take
their plage. Ths hon. member for Katan-
ning spoke of the buoyancy which exists
now, and 1 hope thut his prophecy of
suceess and prosperity in the future will
coing true. The Attorney General and
the Minister for Mines have carried out
their duties excellently, their offices have
been well conducted, and new men to
the position of Ministers as they were,
I submit that they have done well.
The Minister for Kducation has been
criticised extensively, but 1 am quite sure
that he is well able to look after himself.
I s1a very pleased to have had this oppor-
tunity of making a few remarks ; | thank
hon. members all round Yer their indul-
gence, and 1 again hope that we may have
4 good, prosperous, and successful session.

[(The Deputy 8peaker took the Chair.)

Mr, C. A. HUDSON (Dundas): I ¢on-
gratulate the member for Coolgardie on
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the multiplicity of his congratulations.
He seems to have showered them quite
indiseriminately, as far as his own side
of the House is concorned.  [Phe Winister
for Works : He did not give you a bene-
diction.] Ah, but he looked towards mo
every now and then, and he conveyed by
his appearance his intention to pass me
corapliments as well. 1 fully appreciate
that intention without their accomplish-
ment. The last speaker showered his
congratulations  especiadlly  upon  the
Minister for Mines. He gave us some
information regarding the management
and administration of that department
that was quite startling. He scemed to
know ull the details of the working of
that department, what this cost and what
that cost, and I have come to the con-
clusion that the hon. memnber has been
sleeping on the deormat of the Minister’s
office. [Mr. Eddy: They are all in the
books.] The only alternative is that he
had his brief prepared for him by another
hon. member. He praised the Ministor
for Mines so well and so capably that the
latter must feel a good deal Luwrger in his
position than he cver did before. How-
ever, he was only following in the footsteps
of the Minister for Works, who spoks
the other night in a particularly con-
ciliatory spirit of himself and the members
of the Ministry and of the greut work
they had done for the State while Purhia-
ment was in recess. He also spoke in
high praise of the works which the Gov-
ernment were going to do. The attitude
of the members of the Government during
this debate clearly shows to the country,
and certainly it has done so to this side
of she House, that the Gevernment were
in a dilemma, They knew their position
in the country, and realised that some
attitude would have to be adopted by them
in the course of this debate in order tu
conciliate the Opposition if they possibly
could. I hope the Minister for Works
will not see any necessity during the course
of my remarks to say anything nasty, or
he will spoil that ingenious spirit of har-
mony the Guvernment have adopted
during the course of this dobute. | The
Minister for Works : 'Lhere is no inten-
tion on the part of anyone to vonciliate
yow.] 1 think the Minister is now de-
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parting from his eoneilintory attitude by
making these personal  observations.
With regiwrd to his making conciliatory
statements as to myself, 1 will inform
the Minister that he is the last wan in
this House | would ask to be coneilinted
by. [ do not appreciste a compliment
from him, and 1 do not expect one. Of
the Covernment members who have
wddressed the House, only Mr, Fddy spoke
in a pleasing and complimentary way
with vegard to the administration of the
Clovernment. Other members spoke in
a very different strain,  For instance, the
member for CGreenough brought the
Ministry severely to task for what they
had done, and for what they had left
undone. He did not desire so much to
criticise what they had done but ruther
what they proposed to do, Lecause he saw
the [oily of the actions that they suggested
to tuke. He d'd not show himself to be
i staunch supporter of the Government,
but was rather a condid critic of them.
e also showed very clearly that he had
devoted a good deal of his time during
recess to the consideration and prepara-
tion of his speech. 1t was evident that
he had thuught che matter cavefully out
and has illustrated by his remarks to this
House the fact that he has really adopted
the plwform of the Labour Party. It
seems to me that he and some ithers
on the tovernment side of the House,
who have spoken during this debate,
shotld cense their support of the * Mother
toose” Uoverninent with a “ pantomime”
policy. 1 am not referring to them as
such, without there being some justifica-
tion for the expression, as 15 evidenced
by their attitude with vegurd to the
finances and the proposed session in
February. We were told by the Colonial
Treasurer that the finances of the Ntate
were drifting. [The Treasurer: When
did 1 say that the finances were drift-
ing}] You said that owing to Federa-
tion we were going to have less revenue
in the future than we had had inthe yast,
and the general tone of the financial
debates last session was that we were

going to recvive less from the Common.
weiaith sources. [The Treasurer: Surely
that is rot drifting.] I you consult the
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dictionary you will find whet the word
drifting means. In the course of the
Address which His Excellency presented
to Parliament on the day of prorogation
he said :—

“ My Advisers regret exceedingly that
your lonouralle House did not see
fit to pass the Land Tax Assessment
Bill, as they are convineed that it is
absolutely neesssary that  additional
revente should be obtained through
this medium of taxation, S .
As my Advisers are of apinion that
farther consideration should be given
to the question uf taxation at as early
o dafe as possible, it has been deemed
advisable 1o hold anuther session in
the exrly part of next yeur, and 1 there-
fore new prorogue this Parlisment to
Friday, the firse day of February.
1907.7
Mr. Johnson @ There was a caucus

meeting after that.

Mr. HUDSON: An hon. member,
speaking with regard to the Treasurer,
said that that Minister had not too much
work to do, and that the arrangement of
portfolios should have placed the Premier
in the position of Treasurer. He did
not say that it wasonly owing to the deci-
sion of caucus that the present Treasuter
did not hold the position of I'remier of
thig Ntate. ‘I'he Treasurer was respon-
sible for the statement which had been
made with regard to the shrinking of
the revenue owing to Iederation; and
even if the Government were sincere at
that time in the statgments they put
into the mouih of the (lovernor when
delivering his address at prorogation,
they showed their insincerity immediately
afterwards. What excuse did they allege
for not holding that session in February !
They told us it was necessary to raisea sum
of £60,000 or £70,000 to meet the interest
on [oan account, and for other purposes.
Why did they not call us together to
provide for that{ 1 think they were
absolutely insincere; and | say, as Sir
John Forrest said with tears in his eyes
when fighting his federal campaign,
“The past should be an index of the
future.” Well, if we are to apply that to
the present Government, we may salely
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say that as regards the finances, the
index of the past, if taken as an index of
the future, shows that the country will
not have a very .good time. [The
Treasurer : ‘Tell us what you would do.]
The Treasurer asks what } should do.
1 say 1 should have him put under
medical ohservation, and see if we counld
find a serym which would cure the sleep-
ing sickness. 'The Treasurer interrupted
me when | was speaking of the drift in
the finances. In February, when it
was decided that the special session
should not be held, the Treasurer told
the country that the State finances were
looking better ; but he did not say that
the rents were coming in from the public
lands and from the mines, and that the
licensing fees were being paid for the
year ; he did not disclose the fact that
there was an inflation of revenue over
expenditure for those particular months,
which inflation would not recur; and 1
say that in withholding these facts he
miusled the country into believing in a
state of affairs which was nonex-
istent. [The Treasurer : What months 7]
January and Kebruary of this year.
When 1t was decided in the mind of the
Government that they would not hold
the special session, they then put this
idea before the people of the State. There
are several other matters which 1 wish to
mention to-night, but | do not intend to
discuss them exhaustively. The first is
the Premier's visit to Queensland to
attend the Premiers” Conference. 1 am
one of those who believe firmly in Feder-
ation. I agree wth the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. Liddy) that there s ne
need for all this talk about secession ;

that we have found out our true position,’

and that we should put our shoulders to
the wheel in the endeavour to place the
finances of the State in a sound position
and to develop its resources. If the
internal affairs of the State had been in
order, there would have been nothing
wrong with the visit of our Premier to
Queensland ; but it strikes me as signifi-
cant that during the absence of the
Treasurer, the ’'remier and the Attorney
General should go to Queensland. Why
did the Attorney General go to Queens-
Iand 7 Is not that u conundrum which
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needs an answer ? Was it that the
Premier conld not be trusted by himsslf }

The Treasurer : Why did the Leadrr
of the Opposition go with me last year ¢

Mre, HUDSON : Because it wais prae-
tieally arranged by both sides of the
House that the parliamentary session
should be continued during your absence,
and that no advantage of it should Le
taken,

Mr. Seaddun : And the Leader of the
Opposition  was specially  invited.

Mr. HUDSBON: He wus. Were the
Attorneye General of the other States
asked to got

The Treasurer:
were bhere.

Mr. HUDSON : There was one Attor-
ney General of another State. 'Theg
shows what reliance can be placed on
the statoement of the ‘I'reasurer. One
Attorney General who went was acting
as Premier of one of the States.

The Treasurer : And wos not the Attor-
ney General of Victoria there, and the
Attorney Ueneral of South Australiz ?

Mr. HUDSON : I do not say he wus
not. -I wis not there. He may have
acted in a double eapacity, but he did
not go with the Premier.

Mr. Scaddan : The Premier ond
Treasurer of South Australia was there.

Mr, HUDSON : T do not wish to dis-
turb the harmony of “this debate. It
would be very unkind of me to frustrate
the delightful poliey of the Government,
$0 | shall not further discuss these matters.
The ruilway construction policy has fre-
quently boen mentioned during the de-
bate, and 1 congratulate the Govern-
ment on building railwiys for the de-
velopment not only of the agricultural
but of the minseral resources of the State,
I wish to make a few observations re-
garding the method of construction, and
a8 to whether the construction should
be done by contract or done depart
mentally.  The question preseats itself to
me.in this light.  The Minister for Works
{Hon. J. Price) is, | take it, somewhat
prejudiced against the prineiple of de-
partmental construction.  The other night
in Shis debate he congratulated himself
in the usas! manner of the Government
on having successfully carried out de-

Yes. Three of them
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partmentally the work of constructing
agricltural railways. [The Minidster for
Werks : I congratulated the officers of
the department.] As representative of
the officers he congratulated them.
But let us take, for instance, the
construction of the railway from Hope-
toun to Ravensthorpe, a work that
miy well be undertaken immediately
by the department, so that its construc-
tion may be hastened. It should be
hastened for the business reason that the
soongr it is commenced the svoner will
there be a return. 1f the Governmeng
will at once undertake the work, they
will, ag soon as the line has heen luid
for a few miles, be earning revenue.
They must have engines there and trucks
for the construction of the line, whoever
constructs it; but why should not the
Government have the benefit of the
carriage of goods and of passengers?
They could do thar quite easily; and
to the construction of the Coclgardie-
Widgemooltha section of the Norseman
railway the same remark applies, and
more pariicularly beciuse the timber in
that astrict might Le the more easily
and readily conserved. The Govoernment
should have the Lenefit of the return
from the carriage of timber ulong that
line. Certainly the Premier states that
he has reserved several miles on either
side of the rowte; buw an army of in-
spectors would be needed to prevent the
contractors from cutting the timber along
the ling for their own use.

The Minister for Works: Do you not
think the conursctor considers that in
fixing his price 1

Mr. HCDSOXN : [ do not think he does,
to the extent that the Government could
allow for. 1 do net think that the prin-
ciple applies to the same degree. The
Government should proceed to make their
charges as soon as a few miles of ralway
hawve heen constructed.  They would have
the carringe of the timber, and other
advantages which the contractor would
not enjoy. The contractor, for instance,
would not be able to take the timber
quite so far as the Government might
take it on their own line. That is a
suggestion which I strongly commend
ro the consideration of the Minister for
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Works : the construction departmentally
of the Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe raitway
and the remainder of the Coolgurdie-
Norseman rajlway, The importance of
land settlement in this State seems to me
to overtop all other guestions ; for if the
settlement of the land be suceessfully
effocted now, it will mean more to this
State in the future than anything else.
Much more time might be devuted to the
consideration of this guustion; and the
statement in the Governor’s Speech that
so many conditional purchase leases have
been taken up is somewhat misleading.
1 think it is misleading when it is taken
to mean that the holders of these leases
have settled upon the land. I am stating
this as & warning only, not in eriticism
of the efforts of the Government to settle
people on the land, but to obwiate any
dummying, to obviate the accumulation
of such large estates as have been built
up in the pagt. 1 have reason for giving
that warning, [ hope it will be taken
sariously, and that the evil likely to
arise will be at least mitigated. [
do not propose to enter to-night into
the question of the Mines Department,
but I would make an appesal to the Minister
for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory) that when
his stimates come before us this session
he will not brinig them in at midnight
and so deprive us of the opportunity of
eriticising his administration or of giving
him from this side of the House such
assistance as we are capable of affording.
I bope the same advice will be taken by
the Mimster for kducation (Hon. F.
Wilson), but 1 refer particularly to the
Minister for Mines. During last session
hisEstimates were introduced at midnight,
and there was no opportunity given for
their proper discassion, or for dealing
with the industry as it should be dealt
with, and as 1 hope it will be dealt with
during the present session. The same
remark applies to the varteus Rills
proiniged in the Speech. There seems to
be plenty of them, and 1 hope we shall
have time to give them proper considera-
tion before they arc forced through the
House. Certainly we spent much time
last session in discussing the Idlice
Offences Bill, which is of some interest
to us now, inasmuch as the Attorpey
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Gieneral, who fought so hard for it last
year, who seemed to regard it as his pet
measure, has now consigned 1t to the
tender mercies of the Legislative Council.
T hope the Government will sson bring
in their land tax proposals, for it is up
to them to do so at the earliest possible
date. If they aresincere’in their intention
to impose a land tax in order to put gur
finances straight, it is their duty to bring
in the Bill as quickly as possible, and
thus to carry out what they preofess to
desire.

On motion by Mr. Leyman, debate
adjourned.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. Troy as to Mr. Fddy.

Mr. M. H. TROY (Mt. Magnet): On
a question of privilege, I wish to make
a personal explanation. and 1 hope the
House will remain until the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. 15ddy) resumes his seat.
1 told him that T intended to raise this
question, and asked him to remain,
and another member has gone out
to ask him to be present. While 1
was absznt from the House the hon.
member spoke, and in the course of his
speech said that he had heard that whilst
at Black Rangelast year I madea cowardly
and unmanly attack on him, and that to
the close of my speech 1 apologised at
a friend of his there, who had since in-
formed him of the occurremce. 1 wish
to say here that I do not remembker to
have ever mentioned Mr. FEddy's name
at Black Range. Certainly in this House
| have never deemed the member for
Coolgardie (Mr [ddy) sufficiently im-
portant to bother about, and if 1 have
ever criticised any member of the Glovern-
ment in my constituency, 1 have criticised
the Ministry, and that honestly and cour-
teously. 1| give the statement of the
member for Coolgardie an emphatic de-
nial. | enfphatically deny that 1 ever
made such a statement, and if the hon.
member comes into the House again and
makes a statement about me 1 hope he will
bring forward the letter which his friend
wrote to him and give some other proof
than his mere statement. 1f | had been
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in the House when the statement was
made [ should have denied it, and
I take this first opportunity of denying
it emphatically. T ask for a withdrawal
of the statement.

AMr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I can
only ask the hon. member to withdraw.

Mr. EDDY : 1 wish to say that probably
the hon. membeér does not remember
what he did say. but he did mention
my name and the information ] have
I quite believe, and heattacked' me coward-
ly when I was not in a position to defend
myself; still I had a friend there who
stood up for me.

My, Scaddan : Did he apologise to
your friend ?

Mr. EDDY : Yes.

Me. TROY : I ask for a withdrawal’
of the statement, and ] insist on it. |
ask for an absolute withdrawal

AMr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon.
member has declared that the statement
made by the member for Coolgardie is-
incorrect. I think $the member will accept
his statement and not repeat the remark.

Mr. EDDY: Even if ! withdraw, 1
still may be correct in my statement.
If you advise me to withdraw, ! shall
do so.

Mr. Troy: 1 insist on it.

Mre. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon,
member must accept the denial of the-
member for Mount Magnet.

Mr. EDDY: If | must accept his
denial and withdraw, | do so; but at an
early date 1 shall prove my case to the
member’'s satisfaction.

Mr. Troy: 1 accept that.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at four minutes.
past 10 o'clock, until the next day.



